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 Baptism of the Double-Edged Sword -The New Baptism

We observe from the life of Guru
Gobind Rai that very often he would create
humerous scenes, while imparting the basic
Sikh Teachings to the Sikhs in frolicking way.
In this way he was successful in bringing
home the Teachings in an impressive way.
Some of the events are given below:

Once the Guru got a large number of
persons gathered round him. He then asked
the cooks to place a large amount of cooked
food (meat and rice) there. A number of stray
dogs, which had been held earlier, were also
brought there. The food was much more than
to feed all the dogs, in fact the dogs could eat
for many days. Allthe dogs were then released
to eat the food placed at a central point. What
actually happened was to the surprise of every
body. The dogs, instead of eating food, began
to fight among themselves so that the other
dogs should not consume it and that he alone
should be privileged to eat all the food. In this
severe fighting, all the dogs got hurt them-
selves very badly, and the food remained prac-
tically unconsumed. The Guru then got the
dogs separated from each other, put leashes
round their necks and dragged them to differ-
ent places. Each dog was given food to eat.

The Guru then told the Sikhs that the
Humans, who were the crown of God's crea-
tion, invariably acted like dogs, driven by their
selfishness. Humans in pursuit of their gratifi-
cation of their selfish cravings become ex-
- tremely egocentric from which stem out all the
“evils. By putting our reliance on God, we can
rise above our selfishness and see others also
as ourselves.

Superstitions and ignorance go hand in
hand. The Brahmins had made current many
fabulous stories about their gods and god-
desses and the necessity of serving them
(Brahmins) as an escape from the wraths of
the supernatural powers. Certain gods were
considered as of irritating nature, whose wraths

Dalip Singh

were considered fearsome. For the benefit of
the people, Brahmins evolved means to ap-
pease these aggressive gods. People were re- .
quired to make offerings of gifts of various
types on various occasions, in order to propi-
tiate gods. Saturn is considered to be the most
angry god. In order to soften his anger, people
are advised to give offering of oil, iron pieces
and pulses to Brahmins on every Saturday. If
any member of the family, particularly chil-
dren, were to bring home any article of iron
from outside on any Saturday, the articles are
thrown out, considered as harmful.

On one Saturday, Guru Gobind Rai en-
acted another satirical drama to expose the
futility of such superstitious beliefs, The
Guru,at Anandpur, on a Saturday morning,
sent for a Brahmin, who was the devotee of
god Saturn. The Guru gave him oil, iron pieces
and pulses before a large audience. On see-.
ing this, the Sikhs were non-plussed. When
the Brahmin left the place carrying the arti-
cles with him, certain Sikhs followed him The
Sikhs asked him what those articles were
meant for. He replied that those articles were
for the worship of god Satum and that the Guru
had given him to get relief from his troubles.
He further stated that those articles could only
be utilised by the Brahmins alone.

The Sikhs who were daily taught by the
Guru to rise above the superstitious beliefs
and to consider God as their main stay, could
not rely on the Brahmin. The Sikhs snatched
all the articles from him and told him that they
(Sikhs) could only utilise those things. The
Sikhs brought flour and mixed it with the pulses
and the oil and prepared cakes and ate them.
From the iron pieces, the Sikhs got the iron
bangles made from a blacksmith of Anandpur.

The Guru had enacted this drama to see
for himself how much the Sikhs had assimi-
lated the Sikh Teachings of rising above the
superstitious beliefs. When the Guru came to
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know of the reaction of the Sikhs toward the
Brahmin carrying articies given him by the
Guru, he was much pleased. The Guru reiter-
ated that the Sikhs should be cautious of the
Brahmanic trap. The Guru proclaimed that
every Sikh should wear an iron bangle as remi-
niscent of their victory over superstitious be-
liefs. Iron Bangle has other significance as
well, which will be described later. The Guru's
emphasis was that man should have reliance
on God alone.

The Guru preached that the freedom laid
in the Spirit within and not in the society. His
preachings and his own relaxed personality
created the persons of Spirit and of charac-
ter. Anandpur was then the Becon for all hu-
manity to get one's Spirit illuminated. Anandpur
was surrounded by hill states, which were fa-
mous for keeping people in bondage and serf-
dom due to the ritual ridden Brahmanic creed
of inequality of people. The Hindu hill rajas
could not see with any sense of equanimity
the Guru's way of life and bore enmity against
him. When the rajas observed that the awak-
ened people could no longer be oppressed and
suppressed, they were quick to take shelter
under the paramount Mughal Power and re-
ceived armed assistance to crush the Guru.

The Sikhs gave stiff resistance to the
hill rajas and their supporters, the Mughals.
The rajas and the Brahmins were surprised,
as the fallen humanity had been turned into
great warriors. This kindled extreme hatred and
rancour in them and with grim tenacity in-
creased the hostile attitude toward the Guru.

Guru Gobind Rai knew it well that inwar
slaying and plundering of people in general
were the common occurrence. The excited
soldiery resorts to all types of mis-behaviour,
and the womenfolk are the worst sufferers.
The Guru, while teaching to the Sikhs, laid
great stress on maintaining the moral disci-
pline under all circumstances. The Guru had
no hatred for any one, as in all living beings
he saw the manifestation of the Divine Light.
The Guru had taken to arms in self-defence

against the insensibility of the incorrigible rul-
ers intoxicated with Power. The Guru had no
enmity even with those rulers in so far as the
human relations were concerned.

Right from the time of Guru Nanak Dev
great emphasis had bean laid on the right con-
duct and purity of character. The Sikhs were
strictly forbidden to have any conjugal rela-
tions with persons outside the marital bond
under any circumstances. Promiscuity in
sexual behaviour was considered to be the
depth of degradation a person could fall to,
but it is an uphill task to exercise restraint in
unusual circumstances, such as during the
war, when a man is predominantly swayed by
the spirit of retaliation. The Sikhs were trained
by the Guru in such a way that they acted as
a cool organised force, never running to ex-
cess and never behaving like mercenaries or
the armies of conquest.

The Old Sikh Chronicles write that once
a wife of a rich Mughal officer came into the
captivity of Sikhs. The Sikhs, in a spirit of
retaliation wanted to treat her in the similar
way as the Mughals treated their opponents.
The Sikhs, however, were experiencing con-
flict with-in themselves as to how to treat the
woman. The Sikhs were being constantly re-
minded of Guru's Teachings of maintenance
of purity of character,under all circumstances.
They brought the woman before the Guru.The
Guru was enraged to see the woman in the
custody of the Sikhs. He gave a stern warn-
ing to the Sikhs to respect all females and to
refrain from any type of immoral action. The
woman was restored to the Mughal officer with
honour and respect.

Guru Gobind Rai Makes Preparations To
Carry God's Commands To Create The Or-
der Of Khalsa

It was now March 1699. The Guru sent
messages to the Sikhs in all parts of India
and also to the Sikhs living outside India to
meet in large number at Anandpur on the oc-
casion ot Baisakhi, which was to fall on March
30, 1699. The Sikhs in thousands thronged at
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. Anandpur on this occasion.

Guru Gobind Rai now again enacted a
psychological drama to infuse a new life in
the Sikhs. It was the morning of March 29,
1699, a day before the Baisakhi festival was
to be celebrated. In response to the Guru's
wishes, Sikhs from all parts of India had come
to Anandpur in large number to celebrate the
memorable Baisakhi Day. The gathering of the
Sikhs on March 29, 1699, was held at Takhat
Sri Kesh Garh Sahib. After the morning serv-
ice, the Guru came to address the Gathering.
He drew out his Double-Edged Sword and thun-
dered: "l want Five Sikhs who would sacrifice
their lives for the sake of Dhama and ready to
offer their heads to me, here and now." There
was then pin drop silence. The Guru repeated
the call again. The Old Chronicles mention that
for some time the. people were much awe-
stricken and in confusion began to flee from
there. The Guru went on repeating his demand
and at last five Sikhs came forth, one after
the other, and offered themselves to the Guru.
The five Sikhs in the order of their submis-
sion to the Guru were - Daya Ram, Dharam
Chand, Himat Rai, Sahib Chand and Mohkam
Chand.

The Guru then explained to the Sikh
gathering the significance of offering of one's
head to the Guru. He said that if the Sikhs
wanted to live in freedom from the subjuga-
tion of the high caste people and the tyrant
rulers, it would be necessary for them to main-
tain purity of character, rising above their self-
ishness. This was the true offering of one's
own self as a sacrifice and the conquest of
one's self. The Guru then reiterated the inci-
dent of seizure of the Mughal lady by the Sikhs
and warned the Sikhs of these pitfalls.

In this connection it may be stated that
various authors have written most fascinating
stories in describing this incident, which can-
not be relied upon, as such stories conflict
with the basic Teaching of the Guru. The story
that the Guru had pitched a tent nearby the
assembly hall, where he had kept five goats,

and that the Guru was taking each volunteer
Sikh there and each time he was killing a goat
instead and making the Sikh stay there alive,
and then taking his sword dripping with, blood
to the assembly hall to demand the head of
another Sikh, appears to be fabulous and un-
tenable. The story of worship of goddess Durga
is also imaginary, as the writers do not know
what they are talking about. Equally ridiculous
is to state that the Guru made the stimulating
appeal for offering of one's head in the name
of country and nation. Such assertions are
baseless, being parochial and idolatrous.The
Guru preached Unity of God and also His Crea-
tion, He being Himself manifest in all and every
where. There was complete universality of vi-
sion and none appeared foreigner to the Guru.
The only thing the Guru was stressing upon
was self-realization, thus rising above one's
selfishness to lead a moral life. Thus the Guru
stood for Equality of All and worked for this
end. Men of vested interests opposed vehe-
mently and made armed attacks on him, which
he defended only for self-survival. To call the
Guru as the Nationalist, is to insult him. No
where in the Guru's writings we find such preju-
dices. The Guru strongly deprecated all types
of idol worship and prejudices of all types.

Baptism Of The Double-edged Sword
Baisakhi was to be celebrated next day. On
the Guru's instructions, the Five Sikhs who
had offered their heads presented themselves
before the congregation assembled at Takhat
Sri Kesh Garh Sahib after taking their bath
and hair wash on the memorable Baisakhi Day.
The Guru took the Five Sikhs aside, got a
steel bowl and poured some water and sugar
plums into it. He began stirring the contents
of the bow! with his Double-edged Sword by
reciting the holy compositions of Japji Sahib
of Guru Nanak, Jaap Sahib, Amrit Swaiyas
and Chaupai of himself, and Anand Sahib of
Guru Amar Das, and thus prepared the Nec-
tar (Amrit) for the Five Sikhs. Amrit was ad-
ministered to each of the Five Sikhs by the
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Guru. A handful of Amrit was given for five
times in the cupped hands of each Sikh to
drink. After drinking Amrit each time the Sikh
was required to utter " The Khalsa is of the
Wondrous Lord, Victory is of Him" -waheguru
Ji ka khalsa, wahaguru ji ki fateh. Few drops
of Amrit were then sprinkled into eyes of each

Sikh for five times and each time the Sikh

uttering: “The Khalsa is of the Wonderous
Lord, Victory is of Him." The Guru then poured
few drops of Amrit into the tress-knot of the
hair of the sclap of each Sikh for five times,
and the Sikh each time uttering: " The Khalsa
is of the Wonderous Lord, Victory is of Him."
The left over Amrit in the bowl was sipped
from the bowl by each of the Sikhs one after
the other and the Sikhs were made to sip the
Amrit again from the bowl in the reverse or-
der, that is, the Sikh who earlier sipped Amrit
from the bowl last of all, was now made to sip
first of all. This was to eliminate all caste dis-
tinctions in Sikhs. The Guru then addressed
tothe Five Sikhs and the congregation, which

is recorded by the Mughal news-reporter as
under:

"I Wish you all to embrace one creed
and follow one Path, rising above all differ-
ences of the religion as now pracitsed. Let
the Four Hindu Castes who have different
Dharmas laid down for them in shastras, hav-
ing institution of "Varanashram Dharma®, aban-
don them altogether, and adopt the way of
mutual help and cooperation and mix freely
with one another. Do not follow the old scrip-
tures. Let none pay homage to the river Ganga,
other places of pilgrimage, which are consid-
ered to be holy in the Hindu Religion, or wor-
ship of Hindu deities, such as Rama, Krishna,
Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Chandi, etc. but all
should cherish faith in the Teaching of Guru
Nanak and the successor Gurus. Let men of
four castes receive My Baptism of the Dou-
ble-Edged Sword, eat out of the same vessel
and feel no aloofness from or contempt for
one another."
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Oneness of Humankind: A Universal 'P'r-in‘ciiplle‘ |

The human race is facing many crises now
and will face many more in the twenty first
century. But the human race inherits the ca-
pacity to develop technology and resources
so that all of our crises could be prevented.
We will have capacity to get rid of poverty or
hunger, protect erwironments, modulate popu-
lation to an optimum, and eliminate war and
disease. Yet, there are indications that there
may be little progress towards solving any
problem. Rather, our problems may reach the
state of fatal insolubility if we are unable to
change our value system; values in self-defi-
nition or in our world view. Our achievements
in technology may become an incentive for
destruction of the race in the next century
unless each one of us is able to establish a
practical and creative identity in relationship
to each other and to the nature that surrounds
us. This identity must start with a proactive
recognition of the oneness of humankind in
every life behaviour and creativity, implicit or
explicit. Such an identity is the foremost pre-
requisite for the establishment of a new soci-
ety for the twenty first century.

Presently we recognize people as
tribes, cultures, casts, religions, images, eco-
nomic or social classes, genders, ages, po-
litico-territorial nations, ethnic groups or fam-

1 The verses from the scriptures are from Sri Guru Granth Sahib.
They are cited with the author, source, page and line numbers
according to the Granth published by the Shiromni Gurdwara
Parbhandak Committee, Amritsar. Each verse is followed by a
brief commentary in the light of the subject of this discussion
that may be distinct from an exact translation.

Modified From, Proactive Recognition of The Oneness of Hu-
mankind, From Both sides of the Ocean, 38 (March-April): 13-15,
1997

This article is from the Series on Sarbat Ka Bhalla. For other
articles in the series, see: Seeking Good of humankind, Ab-
stract of Sikh Studies, October-December, 126-127, 1996; Fail-
ure of the Twentieth Century Ideology, Amrit Kirtan, March, 12-
15, 1996; Sarbat Ka Bhalla Through Awakening of Human Spirit,
Abstracts of Sikh Studies. Octuber-December, 81-88, 1996;
2pddress all correspondence to Dr. Harbans Lal, Ph.D., D. Litt.
(Hons.) Professor and Chairman, Department of Pharmacology,
University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth,
3500 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort. Worth, Texas 76016.

Dr. (Bhai) Harbans Lal?

ily lineage. With the physical unification of the
planet earth a realization is fast coming home
that all who live on this planet are interrelated
and interdependent. They are related to each
other because they inherit a common thread
of the Divine within. Therefore, we must begin
the making of a new history of one human-
kind under Divine guidance without any dis-
tinction. The year of 1999 is the most appro-
priate opportunity to launch the making of such
an history. It will be an opportunity for the
Sikhs to fulfill their Guru's prophesy when they
undertake this cause. Their launch will be to-
tally under the inspiration from our Guru.

The new history should be based on
recognizing humankind as a one people un-
der the principle of humankind as one human
race under God. An important commandment
from Guru Gobind Singh® and similar com-
mandments from prophets of all other religions
will provide strength in such an undertaking.
In addition, we are urged to proceed towards
this goal by the wisdom we have derived from
the wealth of all the genetic and cultural diver-
sity that has evolved through past ages. We
are now ready to be challenged as the earth's
inhabitants to draw on our collective inherit-
ance to take up the responsibility for the de-
sign of our future as one race and one nation
under God. Gurmat endorses forcefully the
establishment of the new order under the prin-

~ciples of unity of humankind for promoting

sarbat ka bhala*. The Guru told us this directly
that all human beings are illuminated by Di-
vine light which runs through every one as a
single thread.

na Wfa #fg Afa 3 ife fan & wafe raufa
gse dfee

Every heart contains the Divine Lightand it is
the same Light. It is the Light of the Lord that

swraw &t wrfa e 8@ ufgers# said by Guru Gobind Singh in Akal
Ustat, Chhand 85.1.4.
41t is a declaration of Sikh beliefs in the Good of humankind.
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brightens all hearts.
Guru Gobind Singh echoed this voice further

by saying.

T 8T oA 3 adfe nrar @3, fanrd fomd
ge & fegmmar nﬁﬁ@a'ufaémﬁa'trﬁ;
GEL) na&awkauaa?nwﬁa’rnﬁﬁéam?x
mazema U & FHMATUS f qurfost
1137 fare gu 3 g3 33 yare Ife, It 3 Qufn
i 3ot A et e

As out of a fire arise millions of sparks; but all
of them merge back into the same fire. As out
of dust arise millions of dust particles; but all
of them merge back into the same dust. As
out of a single ocean arise millions of waves;
but all of them merge in to the water. So from
God's form. emerge all creation, animate and
inanimate; and all of them are in equilibrium
with the Creator.

In the materialistic world of today we
have been encouraged throughout the past
century to be proud of being American, Cana-
dian, English, German, Punjabi, Indians or
whatever our geopolitical nationality may be.
But when we discover that we are citizens of
the Divine Kingdom as brothers and sisters,
we must realize that the world citizenship has
been bestowed upon us regardless of the flag
that flies over us, the color of our skin, or the
church to which we belong. We are urged that
sarbat ka bhala is the fundamental principal
to live by. In the world, under this principle no
one can be limited to a continent, country, to
a nation, or to a state. Every one is and will
be living in the kingdom of God, and in that
kingdom every one is in the household of God,
an heir of God, and a jointheir with every other
spiritual being in this wide world of ours, of
one great family, and of one great spiritual
brotherhood.

Guru Nanak described four centuries
ago this world as one which was for every one
and where every one was weti taken care of.:

Heaawnwaémfﬂzahmw

| describe to you that kingdom and that house
where all are taken well care of.
Guru Arjan further described the one Lord of
this kingdom as:

g™ Aoy 'y o 11 58 fafa 33 e demamil

3 efo g faufa mwr= fet garg gumar HiG !

2 11Ag & i 39t Homiwe we Hsfa 33 3ol
n@mﬁafswfvﬁs:-?faﬁafenﬁrwm@*
Thou are the father of us all and our common
master. All treasures of your kingdom are in-
exhaustible. Whom so ever you give is for ever
sated and becomes the devote to Thee. All
live in thy hope. On all hearts shower Thy
pleasures. All are known as partners and you
are alien to none.

We are one people under God. Guru
Gobind Singh made this as a proclamation
when he called humankind as a one living
body. Its parts may look different and move
in different directions. But all of them serve
the same body. Only a blind person will de-
scribe it differently. People who divide people
are like the legendary blind men who could
touch only parts of an elephant and thus de-
scribed the beast through its disconnected
bedy parts. Only when their sight was restored
that they realized their deception.

To rise above the limitations of personal
sense does not make us any less of a good
Sikh, Hindu, Jew or a Christian, or for that
matter less of a citizen. In fact, it makes us
better adherents to our faith and better citi-
zens because we respect the faith and citi-
zenship of other person. Real citizenship is to
live in fellowship, but this cannot be experi-
enced until the nature of our true identity is
understood, and then, whether we are Jew or
Greek, Sikhs or Hindus, bonded or free, we
are all of one spiritual house-hold. The appar-
ert differences are found only skin deep. Guru
Gobind Singh rightfully pointed out to the nu- -
merous cultural influences that distract human
beings from their Divine unity and which mold

Ay
s Dev, Guru Nanak: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604), p. 663. 1.9.

¢ Singh, Guru Gobind, Akal Ustat, Chhand 87.
7 Dev, Guru Nanak: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604),p. 6, 1.4.

* Dev, Guru Arjan: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604), p. 97, 1.6.
% Singh, Guru Gobind, Akal Ustat, Chhand 88.1.2.
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the human behavior into a variety of apparent
differences.
WaH AY 89 U nida & goH g &°
All human being are one and the same
although theie is a deception of differences
~ due to multitude of environments and socie-
ties.

Guru Gobind Singh said that the reli-
gious and cultural diversities that are observed
are only imprints of geographical diversities.
YTITMeT A e IqE 399 fdg femd famrd ens
F AT YFE I
Many are gods or others demons. There are
heavenly tribes and the learned people or the
artists. They may be seen as Muslims (citi-
zens of Islamic nations) or Hindus (natives of
Indian subcontinent). They all look and act
differently, but their differences are made up
of influence from their countries, cultures or

“the clothes that cover their bodies.
OF S HL9& JUT AITE G qHm
Motherland, clothes, gold and silver - all of
these are without merit.

People who describe each other as a
race, such as Aryan, Greek, Jew or
Caucasiean, are grossly mistaken. They are
children of one God. They live in one world.
Through the proclamation of the oath that we
take on our initiation or others who do so for
their faith, we acknowledge our Divine kinship.
No matter what appearance we carry, what ill-
nesses or other genetic variations are endowed

with, we must surmount all those by firming
"ofit,belief in the parenthood of God. The Gu-
rus $aid that this world is a house of God where
all of His children live as one family

g fugT 8o & X grfod g Ha™ g9 et

Thou are our only father and we only
Thy children, O lord. Thou are our only men-
for.

If we were born in separate families,
that was also the global planning of the Crea-

tor. The Creator only gave us our earthly par-
ents to run this system but never to indicate
any division in our human race.

Wret ey yg Afg afe & a1 1IrgaT af nsty aofe
gfg &g

Mothers, fathers and children are crea-
tion of God. Only God created all relationships
among them.

Guru Arjan described all people of the
world as God's dependents, the Lord lives in
every one and they are all one association.
He did not see any one outside. God was de-
scribed as the creator and sustainer of all. All
of us are dependent of one giver. Thus we are
all the same and none should be taken as a
stranger.

AIET ar Wt ful wirfu & il Arg arafe

He Himself is the Father and Mother of
all and He Himself takes care of all.
rIaT Qufs sefayz 34t fan &= fan ¢ wdt

Some have limited bounty and others
possess abundance. But Thou bestow Thy
kind eye on every one.

Guru Gobind Singh Fortified the previ-
ous proclamation by describing the humans
as one race. While implementing his Divine
mission on this earth the Guru asked his fol-
lowers to consider humankind as one race.
WaH ot A3 Ae &a ufgarage
Recognize all humans as one and'the same
race.

The Guru further elaborated on the apparent
differences among people,

B 3% 80 'S Bd ©0 BQ §S ¥ g€ WS A
e IBG IV
Please obseve carefully. All have the same
eyes, same ears, same bodies and similar
construction, They are constructed from the
same clay, air, fire, water and other elements.
In-spite of all those pronouncements
and claims by our mentors, we are still very
firm on the definitions of an human beings

' Singh, Guru Gobind, Akal Ustat, Chhand 86.1.3.

M Dev, Guru Arjan: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604),p. 547, 1.18
‘2 Dev, Guru Arjan: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (164), p. 611, 1.19.
13 Das, Guru Amar: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604), p. 493.15.

" Das, Guru Amar: In Sd Guru Granth Sahib (164),p. 653, 1.18.
8 Das, Guru Amar: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604),p. 119, 1.9.
' Singh Guru Gobind, Akal Ustat, Chhand 85. 1.4.
"7 Singh Guru Gobind, Akal Ustat, Chhand 86. 1.5.
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based on those promoted by ancient traditions
of ritualism and sectarianism disseminate by
ethnic religions. Prevailing religious thoughts
are still partisan. They seem incapable of
translating our expressed faith in the spiritual
dimensions of human nature into a recogni-
tion of the oneness of humankind. This is the
one reason for losing our confidence in hu-
manity's collective capacity to transcend ma-
terial conditions. Guru Gobind Singh warns us
against those divisions and urges us to seek
protection of one creator for whole human race.
9 sfeG vt ffenmt 38 Haft 3fe€ ag
qoHTt TG It migHTH I firg g9 3§ Tert
fenm et HiaH &t 7T Al 8 UfeTa || aaaT
M et I adtH Bt ERE & 9€ JEt g8 FaH
o || 8 Tt ot e g Ot & gr9e & 8 dt Agy
A& & A3 A& 119y 11Ty
Many believe that they become superior by
accepting celibacy or undertaking meditation,
by giving up material comforts, by making
themselves look different, or by wearing long
and matted hair or no hair. Others feel higher
by joining a particular sect of Islam as, Shia,
Sunni, etc. But no one should overlook the
basic fact that followers of all religions are the
same human beings. The Creator of all pro-
vides for the needs of all humans There is
one Lord of all and that Lord alone should be
worhshipped. Do not remain an ignorant and
believe in.anyone else except the Lord. All
humanity is equal, each one of us carries the
reflection of the Creator in us, and we are all
manifestations of one Creator.

The concept that humanity constitutes
a single people is deceptively simple in a popu-
lar dialogue. However, in reality, it presents a
fundamental challenge to the way that most
of the institutions of contemporary society
carry out their day to day business. These
ways are shamelessly manifested in many
forms. There are abundance of the adversarial
relationship among world religions. Those ad-
vocating supremacy of one religion over other

are fanatically glorified. Glorification is be-
stowed on any struggle between social
classes and other groups. Selfish motives can
be found underlying most of political move-
ments. The competitive spirit dominates so
much of modern life. Conflict is advocated as
the mainspring of human interaction. There are
numerous other expressions of divisiveness
in cultural and religious organizations that have
been progressively consolidated in human life
over the past two centuries. Laying the ground-
work for global civilization according to sarbat
ka bhala principle calls for the destruction of
those divisive boundaries. It calls for creation
of faiths, cultures, rituals, codes and institu-
tions that are universal in scope, character
and authority. To assist in our understanding
of what is required, let us take an example
from Sikh history. |

Banda Singh Bahadur, a contemporary
of Guru Gobind Singh and the leader of the
Khalsa after the Guru left for heavenly abode,
established the first Sikh Kingdom with a capi-
tal at Lohgarh in present Ambala district of
the State of Haryana in India. On this occa-
sion, he issued the Sikh Seal that was im-
printed on the coin of the Sikh Government.
The seal was designed in the language of the
people and the land of that time. The original
seal was imprinted in Persian language and
Persian script reads as below.

sikkah zad br hr do alam, tegh-i-nanak
vhib ast,
fatah-i-gobind singh shah-i-shahan, fadl-
I-sachcha sahib ast.””

We hereby proclaim our sovereignty over both
the worlds, the seen and unseen. The sword
of the central doctrine of Nanak destroys the
evils of both the worlds, the poverty and slav-
ery on this earth, and the sickness of the soul
hereafter.
The final victory in our struggle has been
vouchsafed by Guru Gobind Singh, the Har-
binger (messenger) of the good tidings of the

' Singh Guru Gobind, Akal Ustat, In: Chaunnvee Banee Dasam
Granth, Ed. Lal Singh, Nav Yg Publishers, Delhl, 1987. P..92.

'* Singh, Kapoorm In: Sikhism For Modem Man, Guru Nanak Dev
University Press, Amritsar. p. 71
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ever present Grace of God.

It is clear that the Sikh political power
was aimed at creating a world of miri piri, the
Divine Kingdom encompassing the both
worlds.

Promotion of responsibility for the good
of humankind must be distributed among all
for maximum effectiveness. This is a para-
mount consideration for its success. The bed-
rock of a strategy that can engage the world's
population in assuming responsibility for its
collective destiny must be based on promo-
tion of the consciousness of the oneness of
humankind. As the Guru said.

A3 w33 Rfg 33

As many are the living creatures, they
are all Thine, O Lord.

The above doctrine establishes both a
spiritual and a corporal relationship with God,
a human becomes one with the Creator.

At the end of the twentieth century, we
must repent our yielding to leave our Divine
parents' house and, instead, claiming a hu-
man pedigree for ourselves which is presently
determining our place in the universe. That
belief has been a cause of many heart burns.
Now is the opportunity to discard such be-
liefs, Instead, we should fully realize that we
are one with every one and with the all and
that every one is one with us, every thing in
our own individual life and in our environment
should attain a reverent peace. Divine gifts of
love, grace, creativity, peace, and happiness
will be revealed from our own selves, and stay
with us for a long time. Once these gifts are

©Dev, Guru Nanak: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604), p. 354,
1.18.
2Dev, Gruru Arjan: In Sri Guru Granth Sahin (1604), p. 1181,
1.10

recognized to nourish our existence they will
be lived throughout all of our activities, They
will permeate through our worship, our prayers,
our work, our creativity, our relationships, and
our political processes. The experience of
oneness will become the invisible thread of
life with which we will be united between our-
selves and with the Divine.

fugT oHmd yare Wy 11 fuzr y3 of s Ftat rty e
The Guru gave us the doctrines to guide us in
building a new future. In such a future the re-
sponsibility to lead should be given in the ha
nds of those people who have come to be-
lieve in the oneness of humankind under the
Divine guidance. Let the people embrace the
concept of the oneness of humanity whole-
heartedly and practice it in every behaviour
and creativity and not just as part of their daily
prayer. Let people reorient themselves away
from the age-old demons of ethnic and reli-
gious strife. The people must first identify the
patterns of conflict that have dominated so-
cial, religious and political life in the past, and
then run away from all of them. Let there be a
dawn of consciousness that people inhabiting
the planet constitute a single people. Let peo-
ple begin to learn the ways of consiliation,
acceptance and collaboration. Let the leaders
propagate sarbat ka bhala principles through
their rhetoric, actions, educational systems
and the media of mass communication. Once
a threshold of belief and action is'crossed, a
permanent process will have been set in mo-
tion through which the peoples of the world
can be drawn into the task of formulating com-
mon goals of sarbat ka bhala and commit
themselves to their attainment. It is a great
opportunity for the followers of the Divine mis-
sion to give a lead.
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(Free Matrimonial Service)
AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST 422, Sector-15 A Chandigarh

Q) : SUITABLE SIKH MATCH FOR MAIR (RAJPUT)
B.A, B.ED., GIRL (24) HEIGHT 5'3", HOBBIES, COOK-
ING, PAINTING, INTERIOR DECORATION, ETC. FA-
THER HAILING FROM RAWALPINDI, NOW SETTLED
MOHALI. OWN TAILORING BUSINESS AT SECTOR
17, CHANDIGARH. CONTACT BOX 006

(1 : SUITABLE SIKH MATCH FOR AMRIT DHARI CEN-
TRAL GOVT. JOINT DIRECTOR , M.SC., (ORGANIC
CHEM.) OF 39 POSTED AT CHANDIGARH. CON-
TACT BOX 007

(1 : SUITABLE SIKH MATCH FOR FAIR, SLIM, BEAU-
TIFUL, GIRL, M.A., 5'4" (23) ONE YEAR COMPU-
TER COURSE. CONTACT BOX 008

0 : SUITABLE SIKH MATCH FOR SADANA GIRL
1966 BORN, 5'6" M.SC. (INDUSTRIAL ECO.)
M.PHIL. (ECO.) LECTURER AT AMRITSAR. CONTACT
BOX 009

(2 : SUITABLE SIKH, NON-DRINKER, KHATRI MATCH
FOR A KAPOOR GIRL (23) 5'1" B. A., BELONGING
TO AN AGRICULTURIST FAMILY OF BARAN (KOTA)
CGNTACT BOX 010

(] : OFFICER - BANK, DEFENCE, ENGINEER, LEC-
TURER, BUSINESS MAN, MATCH FOR SAINI-SIKH
BEAUTIFUL GIRL (25%) 5'4" B. ED.TAILORING
COURSE, CAN RECITE GURBANI KIRTAN. CONTACT
BOX 011

(] : SUITABLE SIKH MATCH FOR AN AMRIT DHARI
SETHI GIRL OF DELH! (30) 5' FAIR, PLEASING,
SMART, TOPPER M. A., B. ED., EMPLOYED PUBLIC
SCHOOL, ALSO QUALIFIED PG DIPLOMA IN BUSI-
NESS MANAGEMENT AND TRADE COURSE DlI-
PLOMA IN BAKERY & CONFECTIONARY CONTACT
BOX 012

Q) : SUITABLE SIKH MATCH FOR A SLIM, FAIR M.A.
B.ED., COMPUTER TRAINED AMRIT DHARI GIRL,
AGE 28, HT. 6' 2%" OF JALANDHAR. PARENTS
WELL SETTLED. CONTACT BOX 013

( : SUITABLE SIKH MATCH FOR ARORA GIRL OF
AMRITSAR AGE 24, HT. 6' 3" M.A., B.ED., PURSU-
ING FOR M.ED. SCHOLARSHIP HOLDER, ACTIVE
IN CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, INTELLIGENT,
SOFT SPOKEN, BEAUTIFUL & POSSESSES LOVING
& ADJUSTABLE NATURE. AMRITSAR BOY PRE-

FERRED CONTACT BOX 014

0 : SUITABLE AMRITSARIA BOY FOR CONVENT
EDUCATED GIRL (30), HT. 5'2" M.SC. (MED. BIO.
CHEM), HAVING CERTIFICATE FRENCH LANGUAGE,
COLLEGE LECTURER DENTAL COLLEGE, INTELLI-
GENT, SLIM, BEAUTIFUL, WELL MANNERD, AFFEC-
TIONATE ADJUSTABLE. CONTACT BOX 015

QJ: SUITABLE NON-TRIMMER, NON-DRINKER SIKH
MATCH FOR CHAWLA GRADUATE GIRL (20) HIGHT
5' 6", SERVING GENERAL INGURANCE FATHER
BANK OFFICER, CONTACT BOX 0016

(1: SUITABLE NON-TRIMMER, NON DRINKER SIKH
MATCH FOR GRADUATE GIRL 5'3" (22) DIPLOMA
COMPUTER, FATHER MOHALI INDUSTRIALIST, WELL
SETTLED, FOUR ELDER SISTERS ALL HAPPILY MAR-
RIED, CONTACT BOX 0017

(J: SUITABLE NON-TRIMMER, NON-DRINKER,
HANDSOME WELL SETTLED GRADUATE MATCH,
FROM ARORA/KHATRI GURSIKH FAMILY FOR
ARORA SIKH GIRL SLIM, (23) 5'2" THREE YEARS
DIPLOMA IN ARCHITECTURAL, GYANI (TOPPER) B.A.
(HIGH FIRST DIV) WITH MERIT, KIRTAN KNOWING,
DOING COMPUTER COURSE, ELDERS HAILING
FROM LYALLPUR (WEST PAKISTAN).
JALANDHAR, LUDHIANA, AMRITSAR,
KAPURTHALA CITIES PREFERRED. CONTACT BOX
0018 " '

(1: SUITABLE COMPUTER PROFESSIONAL GIRL FOR
BACHELOR GURSIKH, SLIM, 33,1/2 YRS., 6'-1,1/
2", NONTRIMMER, NONDRINKER, MASTERS IN
COMPUTERS, AUSTRALIA SETTLED, SR. POSITION
MNC (SYDNEY). BOX-00719

U : SUITABLE HOMELY ARORA SIKH MATCH FOR
GRADUATE BUSINESSMAN (29) 6'9" CONTACT BOX
0020

(1: SUITABLE SWEET NATURED WELL SETTLED
BUSINESSMAN/ EXECUTIVE IN WELL ESTABLISHED
CONCERN GURSIKH MATCH FOR FAIR, SLIM, BEAU-
TIFUL, INTELLIGENT & SWEET NATURED ARORA
GIRL 5'6' (27) CONVENT EDUCATED, P.U. GRADU-
ATED, DIPLOMA TEXTILE DESIGNING, INTERIOR
DECORATION & BEAUTY CULTURE, CONTACT BOX
0021
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Donations made to Amrit Kirtan Trust are eligible for
exemption Under Section 80G of the Income Tax Act,
1961, upto 31.3.99, Vide Order No. CIT/PRO/PTA/80G/
97-98 dated 3/7-7- 1997 issued by the CIT Patiala
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STATE OF ART HEARING AIDS
AVAILABLE IN ALL MODELS
BONE CONDUCTION SPECTACLE
AIR CONDUCTION SPECTACLE
IN THE CANAL
BEHIND THE EAR
POCKET MODEL AND MANY MORE
ATTRACTIVE MODELS

Visit

Dr. PREET AHUJA

Soeands

THE HEARING AID PEOPLE
C-353, DEFENCE COLONY
NEW DELHI 110 024
PHONE 011- 4620485
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