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GURU NANAK'S LIFE LONG COMPANICN

Rababi Bhai Mardana

— Principal Satbir Sirgh Ji

Very rare persons were blessed as much as was Bhai Mardana in the
whole Sikh hitory. It is a historical truth that ncne else lived in s0 much
close asscciation with Guru Nanak as was the privilege of Bhai Marda-
na. There are also no {(wo opinions on the fact that nome but Bhai
Mardana alone, came in the most clese contact with Guru Nanak Dev.
But there is no denying the fact, that no other person has been mis-
und¢rstood and portrayed likewise to the extent to which Bhai Mardana
is misinterpreted. The personality that we encounter for centuries, of
Bhai Mardana is one of an ordinary Musician (marassi), who forever
seems to be starving, thirsty, avaracious, beggarly and timid. Buta
close peep into the entire life of this great man would reveal that he was
unpolluted, valiant, worthy of sacrifice during crisis and a man
capable of facing dangers with cheerful counfenance, and above all
adept in Ragas (Music). He was one associate of Guru Nanak who
managed to meet every challange and tribulation with staunch resistence,
It is perhaps, one reason why Bhai Gurdas, writing his description of
various teurs (Udasis of Guru Nanak) in the First Var, has mentiened
the name of Bhai Mardana alone, “The Guru is God’s true image &
the other is Mardana, the rabab player”’. Among the catalogue of
Sikhs, contemperaneeus of Guru Nanak, he (Bhai Gurdas) mentioned
Mardana’s name as an accomplished artist of Rabab.

Bhai Mani Singh writes that the first meeting between Guru Nanak
and Mardana took place at Talwandi, where the later was born. Bhai
Manohar Dass Meharban haos also established the fact that Mardana
was the companion of Guru Nanak since childhood, who lived at
Talwandi Rai Bhoay and on Rabab. They first came in contact in 1480
and this relationship continued till his death in 1534. In this way,
he spent fifty four years with Guru Nanak, Together at Sultanpur,
always in the company of Guru Nanak, he seems to have died after the
complete flourishment of Kartarpur Township. It was'why once Guru said,
“Mardana, I and you are one”, Tt was but for this intimacy that Bhai
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Mardana hed a privilege which was enjoyed by the Gurus only. His
use of the word ““Nanak™ in Bihagra Ki Var Szlokas shows his
close intimacy with the Guru. Undoubtedly, it was such a great
privilege which no other Sikh, relative and disciple of Guru Nansk
could enjoy. The heading “‘Salok Mardana I7 attribuled to these
Salokas substantiates the above fact.

““Mardana” was the title conferred on him by Guru Nanak. His real
name was Dana. The nzme of Beai Dana’s revered father and mother
were Bhai Badrev and Lakho, According to Bhzi Kahan Singh, writer
of Mahan Kosh, he (Madana) was bLorn in 1459 at Talwendi
He breathed his last on November 18, 1534, PBut cne reference made
in Mahan Kosh does not seemn to be historically true. It is written in
Mahan Kosh that Mardana died at Kurum, the <y situated on the
banks of river Kurum and that ‘Guru Nanak himself performed the
last rites, But viewed from whatever quarters, Guru Narzk could not
go or be at Kurum in 1534, Even if Mardana had® himself gone to
Kurum and died there, how could then Guru Nznak be there at
his funeral, So what is credible is that Bliai Mardana died at Kartar-
pur and was cremated on the banks of Ravi in Guru Nanak’s presence,
Razda and Sazda came to settle at Kartarpur.

It all haprened at Talwandi while, once lying under a tree, the
sound of someone’s playing on the Rabab, rassed his (Guru Nanak)
cars. He arcse, approacted the man playing on the Rabab and asked
his name. He answered, . Sir, Marassi; (lord) people call me by the
name ‘Dana’. Hearing this Baba appreciated his fine piaying on the
Rabab and his excellent understanding of Ragas. Baba suggested, In
case he accompained him (Guru Nanzk) and sang Ragas along with
Shabad, he would get the better of bicth tl'e worids. To this Dana
replied, “We hardly make cur both ends meet. bty singing Ragas
before the rich. In case we follow you, cur families wouid perish for
want of food and being starved, we shall miss our praver (Namaz)
even. And thus, we shall stand condemned in both the worlds. How
do you plain to liberate me?” Then, Guru Nanak said O Lana, you
are ignorant. God protecis and feeds us all. Namaz (prayer) and Roza
(fast) are benedictions bestowed by God. God’s abede is the heart of
the saints. Atthe final judgement none shall come to the rescue.

8



Garu Nanak further enphasized, “Dana, in case you now turn to be
Mardana (brave) and sing Raga along with the word of God (Shabad),
vou will gain in both the worlds™.

Diana now turncd Mardana and set out with Guru Nanak to reform
the people living on the earth. And thus, Kirtan came into existence.
Guru’s words (Shabads) and Mardana’s music {Raga) created such a
spell for which the world could never find a substitute, nor may it find
one in the future. Bhai Mardana once asked, ““Baba, 1s this the word
of God 1] at we sing a Kirtan ? Is this the word that contains salvation
or is it some other 7" To this the Baba replied, “Kirtan is the word that
Guru uiters, Heart’s contemplation of this word leads to salvation.”

‘Mardana’s Rabab always chanted, *Akal (God) Nanak isthe
devotee™...... is mentioned in History of Pumjab (Tarikhe-Punjab) and
Baba repeated the name of Kartar (Ged) time and again, Thus, Dana,
who once thought of bringing up his children only, now turned Mar-
dana and who was created only for word, Kirtan and God. Whatever
Guru Nanak proposed Mardana accepted it in good faith,

Although the task was hard, but Mardana was also aware of it.
And he always prayed for protection, energy and blessings. Once
Mardana sa’'d, “Baba; your task 1s too hard to te done by a week
Mardana.”? Guru Nanak remarked, “Anyway. Mardana, you have to
stay with me.”” Then, Mardana prayed, “I canstay only if you Fless
me with your own kind of patience. As you are not subject to thirst
and hunger, so should I be free from their hold. Lift me as well to your
own level of existence, I shall stay in case you grant me this favour,
or else let me go.”' Guru Nanak remarked, *“Well Mardana; you have
made a noble request.’” When Baba Nanak blessed him with the
favour Mardana atonce composed and sang, all the rest eclipsed, thou &
only thou represent Him. But the Apostle of humility, Guru Nanak
instantly pointed, ‘Almighty God alone is worth admiration. Who are
we creatures to te near Him 7" But Mardana who had been aware
of Guru Nanak’s life and discipline, repeated. “The son of Kalu (Mehta)
is preserver and destroyer. None else but God alone can excell you,”
Whenever, Mardana asked for any favour, It was always for blessing
of patience or the end of outward conflicts in his mind. Once Mardana
said, ““Baba you and I are of one profession, thou are God’s rababi
myself yours. Since, thou are in touch with the Divine, suffer me not
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by separation from you, neither here nor in the next world.” Shewering
his blessings, Nanak remarked, “Mardana, I shall dwell with you,
wherever you may be.”

The discourse that passed between Guru Nanik and Mardana
during his later years alse needs some consideration, How much intima-
te and frank Mardana grew with Guru Nanak, is evident {rem his
discussions. Visualising the approaching end of Mardana, Guru Nanak
once asked, “ Conscquent upcn your wishes, your body after death,
may be let into water like Bralmin’s or 1t may be cremated like Klha-
{ri’s, or it may be thrown to winds like one of a Parsee or it may be
burried like that of a Muslim.” Mardana answered, **Well, Baba, vou
still think of the body. By thie grace of your teachings, I have cntirely
forgotton of the bodly., Now I regard my soul as tic sole guardian of
my bedy.” Again Guru Nansk exclaimed, ““Shall I make you famous
after constructing a suitable tomb and render thee fumous in the world 777
Mardana replied, “When mv soul has been separated from its bodily
tomb, why shut it up in the stone tomb?’ Bakba, stepped forward,
embraced Mardana and declared, “Mardana, you have realized the
infinite.”

Mardana compares human personality of those living in the  Dark-
age to a vessel used for the extraction of wine. Lust is the wine that
human heart continunes to consume. Humsn wrath makes the cup,
temptations fill it and vanity feeds it. By partaking this wine in the
company of unsanctified beings. human heart is degrading itself conti-
nuaously.

In the Second Saloxa, M:rdana regards it a f(urtherplunge into
evils for those who partake at this fictitious wine. In ‘the third saloka,
suggesting a way out from these evils, Mardana thinks that man can find
an escape from the evils provided his body (vesel) partakes the wine

of Nectar (Amrit)— a wine that inspires the urge for inner realization
and Immortality, from a cup of devotion, in the company of honest and

chaste persons.”

To say the least, Bhai Dana (Mardana) was a man who, having
Devoted the most intimate relations with Guru Nanak, did so many
deeds of bravery that he really deserved to be called a Mardana.
Whosoever shall remember, Guru Nanak Mardansg’s name will itself
pass his lips.

r— e P r— ——
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saw 31 fon @ nee 58° 60 33 fad € gr & 32 wew 95

@gn-  egie Ada 43 fae3 a3 wfy@ Mist ag i

Ag gAg THali 98 s unfs 3u i 0 1 (RS89 Ay g3le)

g1 giat

33
yar get
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Yd- E‘G.ST '%E’ S5 % H3-A6 UdHAd 0 }HTUE*T IHG? UJ?ST HS@

351 g3 efam'e? Fgdti farsersl € g T8t @ a aiRGUITY OEY fuar 3.
AT ?—ITE_*E I3 .5

FHgr fuzr 3 HIT HIT
3 NT A ys  deETe |l
3 Ho' &'9d I8 ¥'7 337 1

37 fam weg sat” dHeT I - (938 HasT U
Afaa yg 2-fmes § miuE dlvs & nrarg F{HBE 9%+ fras 3
fasi Qg.mnye Hes & fames w2 ¥ 8=
iyt st f2RS Wi WG, (e HIBT ] )
gat. €t T5E feg ofsi feamii 3aIz-15 'S T, 5 &gt 1 (Ot a_@'
yg & fauea g 29 faas 34 fegad s}
| wEr-  gfa ofd s adfsn 8 5 a3 THaB 4.
" &89 HE 35 gdt I W3 fug AT N QI
(A HIBT Y)
sw-fsagg w0 Aam 3§ M2
yg fagur 3 ywet g2 1 (muMat Hgs' u)
yg € a3t & dEl 5d° T REET | ga3 WG yg € €9 3 Ae fed
ga3t g3¢ 338 g5 fa J yg W} Wi i, g & fagx 90} auaa Wy
fre3 Area 335 fdT BEl 9 |
yg @ neal § feg feg fams gor 9 f e fgz & 23 Uad 73
s dz At 3 3HId 3B &8 3 Fa Raw, 33 fog wian aEH
fex 219 98" faafa:w fea \rug FOIder 1 fed wen 29 Ot yg fauas
ot 5393 ET'EE HATS UIH ST Aua J A9 31 eI a5 Hos o dag
wan I wer 3, fer gdl @9 wdls A @ feast mEet i Y3 vest e
g9 AA° fed w31 age ofae os-
99 9Hlg Hag d B39 93 9t 937 fzga7 11
wg gt 979 guf 99 9@ 53fs s s@afs @arn 3 1 0

(Hrg adlg )

Slxgrg-mawas fw famrst
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HEE UH'E
5 asgiy A
A% €y feurdl 9if3, g gy wgsat, suauAt yifs od o
we Bafs8 wis ans g, 9as wifg Has, rieg fus 8t ofg 23 4
fyz =1fa 2ati, Wif3 o5t Aareafs antwayb )l
AaEd AEi, 14 4E g4, STy Jfa 5 saub )
afs glaf3.difde mety, mée Ye3 Ty od
Ay 5139 23 dfde dfa 7, Ws afs fAg 3a 733, A4t ws Yifs ad 1
(9. 9. H. UaT 454)
B nae fFoSu <y fann @) {3 mas Ugy &' ggnt wantfony fam
JiAyE A 9 v 95 fagi 99 uz § 95 ffs st o
2%t @ Ausfew farwt 92 fan 39t fa 337 gaq 95 1 —

1) +At Hedl aig, fea fug 9t & 419, Ha war 37 F37

At w13a fumm, fus fus g @2, s3r Ao g

gfg Yifz adin, feg va o4, wiz gehy feg waat o

H'& s did nafe ugly, @gns ag sfsget v

Jg HYRs, s &g fegs, us @9 w9 R3TT

33 558 83 msF 599 @, sfa G JH 397, wa winr 37 aga

(a7 455)

) gagt HE ﬁﬁa g2 my wEl, afe fostmg adita o

afets e Galfs 8 Worehr, wa ofe da ateba (Tzr 455)

3) fatn 433 47 sre 3at, el Ot 133, vz wnt Uifs otd |
A1 39fe 3319 ot fuafa fr2, feg va s < 1l (G 4535)

4) 3 us At afa G Wz afs, 981 wm awsfy )
&Il Bl verdnt, @ maafs o
A8 WigH, Quife &, g mw oHes fadfon (U= 59)
5, @ Wz afa (A @{ifs afy, 36t 1z e dfe )
WEEE M HS, T4 ag wufe 3 afg i

LG fedfant, nfe’ efsmel 8fe ) (Usr 30)
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6) d Hs wnt afg MG Yifs afs, art et slg

(G wmfuag 3@ ny ws, Hfs 3fs mifz Aglg

fas afs wzt & wiedl, y3 1& mg e v (a1 €0)
7) < HE wAt 5fg A {if3 afs, aAt wfza Aa

Ad 3fg g8 Iatres, fed g2 & uzel 9 i

aafi fus 7 wehi, faag ufene  fafg B 1 (U7 60)
8) @ Wz =nt afs R Yifz afs, @t gat g u

fus ug 3le & Azdl, w1 gfa gafan

neHiy Ast &7 U, TgHfy rer gafy (J&T 60)
G ug zor@ yHrer {39 9% 35 331 &l YIst &yt Gergasi €3 v &
AHgigE €t afeg aist agt 3

%

With best compliments from :



HH'T'd
-
fausT fed Jrauz AvaH

faqg €t faig’ &€l 15 Wiy, 989 3° 30 Wys, 1989 3 er
mHi 33Tar At 1 fer mign (S99 uis, 9, Sla3s v Y=g sfew 1 Hl ag
fAw AgT | ydoai w3 daus GTrerdt 3 58w yas YaoH gatfamr |
feast feal” AR A feda Ties Ane 39 1| fegi Slwrst {39 318 andls
fAaw ysasdz =@, el AoAlz fAw &l @8, gl gsfaes Ww Hisag
1E, Iret 93713 fAW HHY o8 w3 ggdt gl grel soHdlg fiw Jaf 3 2y
2y fagt g Aaizi § a1g3s &5 fza's =iz |

2 Het 3° 9 uel S5 g€t @3 fAw  uBa 938t 99 esfo og mfas
'F Ma35 q3€ ad W3 14 HEI w2 15 HEl § didl smils da wew
3ge3 Sfgw 3 935 iz |

feasi mrait S 21516 drci @ fawmrg &gl @i |

fern AngH fee dfowt § aggel & ws w3 dle3s I35 BE
€smifgs iz famit | §os' €1 W gafent s yois qi3 AR |

A4E gy S8 /1 91 fiw A37 fowss, grdl Bfgst @ groewra-yduat
Bl 543 T YITH UH 95 B¢t Tuel €1 dgerg J )
sfrar—nt ruvst rrfos A grrfed M8e Wiss aoH =8 99 IHs
€2 uay foy 27 wiam3, 1989 § St Agsr Elws g9t mow 3 aH
gH &8 Ha'fout 97 faar 31 fam f€9 Sla3s agsd 318l Ha=ed fAw
w3 3'aed AdiNa fiw #1 € garalt 49 1 aenf3 fearst st famrat Hag A
#1 HA1I31 § Hgus  F3adl | feawi € 93 graca feaws fHw @, fegas
aofAal dn T8 FFad ¢

gHl UgTET- A1 gunal Arfag Ae gfedt gigesar fjw mer gyt
vt fey fEx dlg3s Tgua »ralaz diz fawr 3113 g6 § wmdzuis
MJg JIF 16 AgEl & Ja we I - Quiz gmewe mfsg € ow F9
dles mid o fem 9 95993 Aoz g 3. wals fAw, @t afug
fRw Ael, a'el anasls A 51, 36 wiabs fHw Sos, w3 gist gsAls
33 wsAT 8 grail wign 3 1935 Fi3r | Qudz 99 @ S99 & Tawifew
faput

95198~ i 9q dffe fiw ses Stag f=d 8 aodl & whaa
€les A IR | fen €3 fyrluz afssas fiw =1 € S3wg 3° fagrar
gret aunin fRw #1 € gal 78 3 Fte3s Fisr
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sfanrar—fuss fest 2-7-89 § gggwer oda 399 fussdw
sfgwrat (§9 3193 3399 WA @8° Mt fazss a8t € Wa 2 fawrst
g7z fAw, qauy fiw w3 msa € AgyRst I €9 femus dlags w3
el gogrg dfeen 1 fen S5 976t 9o fAw Hegg, Y: sode Ay, g9
Has fw el fusrgr fRw giges, y; IsHl3 AW wirfe gt 3 €
afant 3 [ fewr | for dlags aTwd €9 Y335 o1ass Aol 3 fsaufss
gt w3 fauzti 3rgt &9 ggue uduar &5 Aafe3 gent ardut geini
gaizt 3 W 1935 A €1 ugr Afguy fd3r w3 Ha alst fa fer uduar
& gmfenr & w21 U5 € Awee dI933 € e & Asfenad a9
gal Al |

Quiz fig iifear S aist a1 fam 9 uarss oi93s A8l §
g3mfaz g5 so gHeT AIEWTTT YgU IHET »irfe 37 »fagt qlggs gut
= =t mfawa & da &5t agt 1 wifgz Aasw damls’ <€ yams
gafan 936 gu' T FrHET 13t 9El |

Gurbani in prescribed rages.

According to Dr G. S. Mansukhani, - ‘the. Gurus were experts in
the harmonious blending of their poetic compositions with the appro-
priate melodic types and rhythms. By their uncanny instincts they
matched the raga with the individual hymnal composition. This co-
ordination is reflected in the diction, imagery, prosody and theme of
the compositicn on one hand, and the choice of the raga, its ethes &
the spirit on the other’. (Indian classical music and Sikh kirtan),

These points were ably reflected in the programme of Gurbani
Sangeet in classical parampara presented by the Indian Council for
Sikh Affairs on Saturday evening at the Kamani Auditorium to aid
the building fund for a residential school at Chandigarh named
as J.D. Cunningham Sikh School in memory of the author of *“A History

of the Sikhs.”

The highlight of the evening was the renderings of hymns from
the Guru Granth Sahib by Singh Bandhus (Teipal Singh and Surinder
Singh) In rages of good old proven values and as prescribed by the
Gurus. Tie recital was preceded by Surinder Singh’s brief but highly
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informative infroduction on the deployment ef classical idiom in the
rendering of the kirtans, The invecative hymn in tle manner ofa
shloka sung in Yeman Kalyan created the desired aimosphere for their
further renderings of shabad kirtan in classical ragas and falas.

The dhrupad parampara, with which the singing of the devetional
hymns had been earlier initiated, wus much in evidence in their rende-
ring of the dhamar composition in Raga Shree which denctes supreme
or exalted and therefore regarded as a raga with power and for which
reasons the Sikh Guruys regarded it as a most effective meledy to
dispel darkness and ignorance of one’s spiritual capabilities.

Guru Nanak Dev’s comyosition ‘mat dekh bhula bisre’ referring
to the common man’s ignorince and superstition and disregard for
the spiritval values because of the individual’s ego, greed and love for
worldly pleasures. was rendered with sedate musicianship and under-
standing of the poetic contents. The variations with well-executed
rhythmic sequences were in keeping with the early traditions cf the
Gurbani Sangeet based on dhrapad-dhamar idems. Megha Malbar
Khayal was yet another hymn sung with rich musical favour and authe-
ntic interpretation of the raga. Kabir's hymn with folk appeal and
another hymn of Guru Nanak sung in Mishra Maand added furiher
musical appeal to their rectial. The accompanists Om Prakash {har-
monium), Bhart Bhushan (sarangi) and Ramzan Khan (tabla) provi-
ded commendable support to the Bandhus.

The programme opened earlier with Guru Arjun Dev’s ‘Kawan
sanjog’ by Principal Kaur and Arvinder Kaur, disciples of the elder
musician- teacher G 8§ Sardar, The duo had been awarded with the
second prize at an All India Competition in Gurbani. Their recital
impressed for good deployment of the classical idiom and the devo-
tional fervour with tunefulness and spontaniety.

The Indian Express
June 8, 1989
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