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JAGIR SINCH
Akademi Award: Gurbani (Punjab)

Born in 1949 in the village of Baprour in
Punjab, Shri Jagir Singh received his training
in Gurbani first from his father Bhai Uttam
Singh and later under Bhai Bakhshish Singh. He
also trained in classical music under Prcfe;sct
Yash Paul. Together with practical music, he
under took academic studies, acquiring Master’s
degrees in music, in the Punjabi lanquage, and
in religion. He holds a doctorate for his
research into the ‘Relation of Guru Poetry with
Music’.

An artist of wide renown, Shri Jagir Singh
is today among the foremost Gurbani singers
of Punjab. His renderings of Gurbani are keenly
heard by the devout on various religious and
cultural occasions. He has presented his art in
many parts of India besides Punjab, and has
also performed in the U.K., the U.S.A., and

Australia.

Shri Jagir Singh performs regularly on All
India Radio, and has a large number of
recordings of Gurbani Keertan to his credit. He
has also composed music and lent his voice
in television productions including Hola Mohala
and Nihang Singh Ji.

Shri Jagir Singh receives the Sangeet Natak

Akademi Award for -his contribution to Gurbani

music of Punjab.
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‘Mool Mantra’ in Guru Arjan Dev Ji’s own hand

o With best compliments from a wellwisher ———g
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CARDINAL FUNDAMENTALS OF SIKHISM

Aldous Huxley (1894 - 1963), the
English writer, critic and philosopher,
in his The perennial philosophy

1. Nam Japna 2. Kirt Karni
1. Nam Japna: Always to
remember, meditate and repeat the

(1944), explains that
the real and

R M Chopra

name of God
-because everything in

universally accepted
objective of all

678, Marshall House
25, Stand Road, Kolkata 700001

the universe is
created by the Divine

religions is the
guidance and education of man both
in individual and group-life. The
religion is for the good of man, not
man for religion. Religion aims at
training men to make desireable
changes in their own personalities
and in the society as well as to
heighten co-nsciousness and so
establish more adequate relation
between themselves and the
universe of which they are parts.
Therefore, Religion is not an end
in itself. It is the means for the
realization the ideal - the
development and perfection of
imperfect humanity. Man has a dual
nature - the higher and the lower.
| The aim of life is to transform the
lower nature into the higher. It is
through the medium of religion that
man is guided and helped in
bringing about this transformation.

- Sikhism, for the achievement of
this objective, has enjoined upon its
adherents, among other things, the
following cardinal fundamentals-

Name (NAM); all the
visible forms are held by the Divine
Name; everything takes its rise from
the Divine Name and again is
absorbed in the Divine Name. It is
the spirit of God and the enlightener
and purifier of the soul. It stands for
God and His Creative Transformative
power and is-the most powerful and
effective means of attaining identity
with the Divine Being. For attuning
with God, repeating of the Divine
Name enables one to reach that
state of Samadhi_(absorption) where
he finds himself in the presence of
God.

2. Kirt Karni: To do something
in this world to earn one's honest
livelihood. To.undertake any kind of
activity in order to honestly make
both ends meet. Perfection of
mankind lies in action and the
essence of virtue lies in rightful
activities. It is this tenet which has
made Sikhs most enterprising
pioneers in all fields of activity.

3. Wand Chhakna:. To share with

g dowo
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others who are less-blessed or
under-privileged and who are unable
to help themselves. It is this way of
life in Sikhism which has given rise
to the instutionalisation of 'Daswand'
and is based on the dictum: one
who gives bountifully shall also reap
bountifully. This way of life
encourages to render self-less
service for the benefit of the needy.

These cardinal fundamentals not
only bring about desireable changes
in the personality of man for the
benifit of the society but also amply
manifest universalism of Sikhism.
The Sikh faith extols its adherents to
lead a life which should not come
in conflict with any body rather it
should help others in the solution of
their temporal and spiritual problems.

Love and service are the basic
Ideals of Sikhism and everything in
life is done to achieve these two. It
promotes the ideology that there is
no stranger anywhere and all are
only other from of Self and, while
keeping God's existence in view,

service to His Creation and
humanity must be rendered as it is
possible and practical. It is through
love and service that one can bring
about transformation in the society
and can also earn the grace of
God.

Sikhism wants every adherent to
practice the ideals of the faith in
actual life and not restrict them only
to idealism. It has been repeatedly
emphasissed by the Divine Gurus -

Rehni rahe soi Sikh mera

Rehat piari mujhko

sikh piara na.

(He who leads the life according
to the universal ideals of Sikhism is
my Sikh. 1t is the way of life which
| love and not those who only
profess Sikhism outwardiy and do
not live the life of a true Sikh.)

Sikhism is the practical religion
which exhorts all its followers to be
transmuted as ideal human beings
and decries against those who pay
lip service to the Faith but do not
practice in real life.
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H3Wat HasT €11 Jaitsri 9th Guru. H3wat =T ufgemat)
o wfzare yrfe There is but One God. By True ¥foglg 3<% fea &1 RS gt €t
Guru's grace, He is obtained. femr g @ urfenr wier J)
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mammon.

Whatever deeds | do attached with
avarice; with them all, | am binding
down myself,

Pause.

| obtain not understanding, am
engrossed in sinful pleasures
and | have forgotten the praise of
God.

The Lord is with me. Him |
recognise not and run seeking
Him in the forest.

The Lord's jewel is within my mind
and His knowledge | have not.

O serf Nanak, without the fortunate
Lord's meditation, the human life
is lost in vain.

¢+

Jaitsri 9th Guru.

O adorable God, preserve Thou my
honour.
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HaT uf33 Hata Bt efs a9
Uy mg graT |

3 HaY & fare3 svafs fao
fagr 35 AT
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The fear of death has entered my
mind and | have clung to Thine
asylum, O ocean of mercy.

Pause.

| am a great sinner, stupid and
greedy and | have now grown weary
of committing sins.

The fear of death, | forget not. That
anxiety has wasted away my body.

| have been running about in ten
directions, making efforts for my
emancipation.

The Pure Lord abides within my
mind, but | know not His secret.

| have no merit, nor any
contemplation and penance. What
deed should |, now, do to please
Thee, O my Lord?

Nanak, | have grown weary and
have sought Thy protection. O
Lord, bless me wih the gift of
fearlessness.
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