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The Cther Side

Gurbachan Singh

In The View paoi.nt published in the ‘Amrit Kirtan’, Oct. 1989 issue,
I could depict only one side of the picture. In order that the devotecs
are able to have greater opportunities to listen to singing of Gurbani by
devoted singers. The whole picturc has to be analysed in its complete
perpec'tivﬂ. It is beyond doubt that to impregnate the doctorine of
Sikhism and teachings of the Gurus in to the minds of common people,
the best posssble way is through Kirtan of Gurbani, The Gurus gave us
their word through pt}etr}r which was recited in different Ragas to
fascinate the listeners. The institution of Kirtan has to be made easily
reachable to Commoners.

To achieve this objcctive, a lot hasto be done by the 'Sangat’ at
large and by the Sikh organisations in particular. The professicnal
Ragis too are social beings. They have some minimum worldly needs.
They have to bring up their families like others. The cost of living is fast
going up, They too need more money. [am not suggesting that they
secure more money by means fair or foul. We have to devis: some
rational and practical means to strike a happy balance between the extre-
mes, Below are discussed some remedial steps that mjght check the
deteriorating trends, While discussing the situation it has to be kept in
mind that singing of Gurbani «nd its listening by the devotees is never
to be considered business-like. It has to be dene with reverance by both,

Where as the Gurbani singers should not make collecting more money
as the sole chjective of their pr of. 'aaxuul r:m**‘*pettme it 18 unperatwe

i e

*Note : S, Gurbachan Singh h.:lS e}spreascd h1s views on the-subject
of relationship  between Ragis and the. audience in two articles
pubiished in Cct. 1989 and Dec. 1989 issues of the Amrit Kirtan. We
invite our readers to participate in a discussion on the subject In
Viewpoint and “The Other Side’. |
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¢hat the Gurbani lovers’, the sikh organisations and institutions also
maintain the dignity and respect of the Ragis. Their worldly needs too
have to be kept in mind. While making offerings, persons who arrange
Kirtan have to be realistic. A Ragli who does not settle the terms before
agreeing to give a perfermance, should not be left at a disadvantage.
While making an offering to the Ragis, a few considerations have to be
kept in mind. Ordinarily there are three or four persons who form a
Ragi Jatha. They have to incur some expenditure on the means of
conveyance used by them if not provided to them. They bring
their musical instruments which are quite costly. Their performance
and professional competence have also to be kept in mind.
About two decades back an above av age Ragi Jatha was offered
Rs. 101/-. Keeping in view the high cost of living, Rs. 500/- should be
offered to an above average Ragi Jatha. If the ‘Jatha’ is invited from
out station, the expenditure incurred on travelling by the Ragis has also
to be kept in mind. Of course there could be some variation in the
offerings depending on the performance of the Ragis and the occasion
for which the Ragis have been requested to give a performance.

There is too much extravagance on occasions like marriages. Wine
is seen flowing frecly. Currency notes are scattered on the road after
circulating them over the heads of the relatives who gi{fe a performance
of dance at the head of a marriage party. Lot of money is spent on
serving food and other festivities. So offering to the Ragis also should
be made with a large heart to maintain their dignity.

There can be no mathematical formula to fix up the amoamt to be
offered to the Ragis who perform the ceremony. Yet the individuals
nd organjsations that arrange kirtan, can work it out on the above
consideratons. If the Ragis lead a dignified life they can give better
performance. But let not their ambitions go sky high. Do not encourage
them to expect 2000 to 3000 1upees for a single performance. They
will shed their love for Guabani. They would sing it only for money.
Ragis have hot to act as ordinary human beings. They are revered as
saints and sages,

Some times, some people fix up more than one Ragi Jatha for the
same function and for the same time, probably to ensure that at Icast one
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Ragi Jatha would be present at the function. But this puts the Ragis
in an awkward position. If the fixture is cancelled at the last moment,
in additien to the monectary disadvantage, the Ragi can develop an
inferiority complex that would mean a great loss not the individual
alone but to the socicty as a whole, If any Ragi Jatha does not turn up
at the appointed time, the fact should be advertised so that the
individuals and organisations could evaluate the ethical values of such
Ragis.

Another fact, which is probably considered minor has a greal
bearing on the morale & proficiency of a Ragi. On Kirtan Darbars or
on Gurpunb celebrations, more than one Ragi Jathas are invited tO give
their performance according to a time schedlue. But during actual
performance the time table is readjusted on the request of certain Ragis
or by the convenience of the organisers It is the responsibility of the
organisers to stick to the time schedule so that no Ragi feels inferior or
discriminated of a less important Ragi.

In building up high traditions, the Sikh organisation like S.G.P.C.
Chife Khalsa Dewan, Guru Nanak Foundation. Guru Gobind Singh
Foundation, Gurdwara Committees, Gurpurb Celebration Committees
and other such organisation have to be very discreet. They should
treat all the invited, Ragis at par. They should not invite oniy those
Ragis who have created a high value for them, Rather they should
éncuur&ge and invite Ragis who have \levotion and dignity and are less
mercinary. It is certain, they would perform well and would go on
Improving under the patronage of such bodies. There are Ragis who
have passions for singing Gurbani, but their numbers are small. Let us
resort t0 measure that number of suci Ragis does not fall, rather, more
professionals come to their fold, The encouragement to them has to
come from various organisations and individuals. Hijghly mercinray
Ragis had enough of the Sun shine. Let glory come to real and
selfless devoted singers of Gurbani,
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