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Tar 3 3 378 278 €%, TS5 398 € B I &der 3 fAg

aﬁ WIS Bdl AE af

ug wa wAt Afage syt § feg dRAer gl fen
=1 5ol 39t o @ feww J R 3 | A wiF A% Had Jefi-
w3 gals 8, fed &35 a1 '8 fen 98 €1 33yd 4d 99
33 g% fa Hal3 &% < ael daif 3° sfeadst yuz J Aaet J |
grart grgt: dar € fesd g I frlat gr2 Hatzarg = &
wai §g' Iy 3, fam o arg yHeE fea mudtat S (IaH
Hafgd) 3, 7 iy ye fed yfifa Haitgarg @ 3 7 €t g5t
feg grat Ao uer J | FeR e & J cAus | ferygdl 3
A3t @ €3t § M d= el ggt grai €1 feq ymA 33319
famrg g3t 3, faostgo & fenn 3Adls (mram) aeld I
Easi feg 2 fHu &i37 I fg 93t @ fygr w3 9y, oM, HAIES,
yAas, gagrdl, rugl wife § g9 995 feg &= aerei grat
<] 3939 g3 grat mna@fea fifg 3¢t 3 |

2nus 3 fea unsd fB4l 3, fer un3a fe*a 83 fgue a5 fa
fan 3t mAt w1yt g3 313 duc et dait &3et yard <l
=g3* 992 gt On 33t Gt dait mds mretd § fAT3NeE due el
ufe3zg 3 gAHY @13<de € AY3 B3 J | fAR 331 A 7U
fenern @ mgrg 3 7TE, gfen, Yjgat-w3qt, $ Hae I5, fer
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Jl 331 AaN3 & A mAt &S 33dlg € q Mg a3 3, Miae
=8 § yds e gerd, we 93 faAd &8 qre 71 93
a1 $ 53 39T S fsom am Aeer 3| fenad dga S
yffa =i 38 95, fex 3 a@fgg” 3 TA I WEET MEUT |
H3 233 @1 d5 9799 <& mr@rg § 32 UF3E IS | METEE
g3 3rat 913 & Bte g3t sumt Qe I | |

33 €3 © Aal3 fex &3 € &'s fegaafsa Aer €t
Agfe3r &% Hat3 & fagrgs qgerJ 1 feg 3g93lg 3731 3
fen €31 3'% &3¢t J fan €@ »io'd 573 Yt @ ndle € nieg
fea mwtg ya grerg 98 wns (fgmr) e Jet J + Adla =
3ait 3° Yyl § maar3r yers J3<l J | fen Bar &3 fes 3
fenrar @2 gt ni3l HfgAA g9€ 95 | fen 3491 €1 =93* gar-
A% feg g agt d |

Andfen 3w, 9 fAg3 WId sertz Je 8 faa
- yena &t g5, 9t wr afozr 3 fa Aaltz grat daf et fegm™

feq 937 wAgerfea 3dlar 31 fern 391@ =5 Wdlm & 1A
Jai feg afamr Jer 3, My wiy G QR T mMiuE My S
fsaf@gmt AHgET J |

Aews gyad afder Jfa dger 3dla 4 a8 €9 &
m1ara J, Add fer & Agarg & mut fenr 3t feg sat et
feg 3ger Arg3 g23arr, ug fen € 393t9 3 =931 fHass €l
83 J | A3 € €3l € I35 Halg few d fazgzrus o
yIq et J, By 53 Adll3a 331 5'® 83t It fraz3-ur=
(Mdan) Jwier J1 Ten fes'd '8 Adla €1 Heg3T et J |
ARzt Es Jet J 3 gast derdel J | fen fesm @ fegJa <
%13 3 fa fea fesma Hatm vy wa few 3 7red du Aaer 3

3. niga's v afosr 3 fa fem fewq et JAct g
AIEini I8 7 925 e9'8< &'s Jt Hala & 37a3 faeni I3 |
wd feg st mATal 38 feg fesm JAgET J | RE M3 §'8
3 M'I™H II5 AH" S fer €1 293° wAst 31 F13t A7 Aael
J | famml @ Ael ardl Aai3 €t gst yet @ Adle »ieg
y2n 9 3 Adld & Ja afas a9 féetni a5 |

wfH3 a3 17 . €3Td—1992



gfge I3 fg fugst At feg saris ufost ygsarst
a2t nirgrel gt At | HEWS garar &t @ fed Mrent ugsars
$ 83 A gIHIG fegmr I mrgre g fgr Al fAm @ daa @ @
533 M3 nfs B3t A5 | feg grar §°A JEBAT SIRTE F1H
H9u3 A, fAR @ 9195 fed 939 dcd® d3&' I€a3 <l fumra
23+ Anser A, fan €t 27 99d feg gq €3 Jt gaHls feg
2% faomr | fea waan Hagdtvt € a35 fed g 3 &7 fed AT |
fern g7 feg mHla<t As m3 gidtg 2 | fer yse's € fed 335
153% 3192a% guHls v fefemy fegra & @4l & ofg
a1 J | fer 7538 & muS uise™s €1 93 Uyu” 3441 Ji3t |
fefemiragini’ & 93° UF €3 gail fefena-ugrel M3 g
5Ts & el Hgs3t fadl, &% gl 8as’ & fen 53° €3
@ fesm & Hes fefemr fégh, fF{F[ @ J13%s aT;ﬁg feg fea
"SI Agg fym g @ | -

g3z feg fen 39ta & gans fumrar se@e 193 fen &

on gt usleafreint feg 9% 995 3 QW QW Hn'dH 43
233 I3 | A dI3t afdl 3 fa Add fer &< 391d § usl-
<afadintt & His3T B a3t 3 fea 3dlar 931 AAZT 3 BTG
fAg g2 | -

mg St Hals @ e y3t 47 a9 €1 31at &3 J 1 mAl
femerst § §531 g9 of fa §T Hal3 odt fesm 8 Wy )
& @aE 995 @ QuUITE gIs I fd adlg Yt & fen
3°®3 B AaS fg&fg Hallz Aizl, fearaigar, funmtg, wAdd,
fearrd3T, HE9HS, fes gfgx@ & Arg HET Ad3 J | *




Keertana And The Sikhs

PRITAM SINGH

According to the Sikh Scripture, keertana -(guibaanee or
other authorised baanees sung devotionally in prescribed raagas,
preferably to the accompaniment of instrumental music), cleanses
the mind of all sensual impurities (289, 979, 1174) libsrates man
from the yoke of time and death (867), attracts divine pleasure
(818) and leads him to emancipation (297; 747). It is conceived
.as an effective agency for stoppirg the cycle of rebirths (624).
Often it is credited with the power of liquidating disease, sorrow
and suffering (213; 10%8) and bringing about perfect peace of
mind and b’'iss (178; 926; 962). Thus, it is nct only an effective psy-
cho-somatic tranquilizer (1000) but also a rectiffier of para-
psychic and meraphysical disorders (178) Further, in the hands
of Guru Nanak and his spiritual successors, keertana btecame a
means of strengthening the bonds that brought members of the
rising Sikh Brotherhood closer 10 one another. Whether members
of the Sangat, the Sikh congregation, were active participants in
the keertana or sat through the session as silent listeners, it
always resulted in inculcating strong emotional rapport among
them. In a country where caste considerations went to the
extent of declaring human beings as untouchables, keertana served
as a social coalescer also. Incidentally, it provided aesthetic
fare too.

In view of the importance attached to keertana, the reasons
that must have prompted Guru Arjan, the compiler of the Guru
Granth, to chapterise the sacred work on the basis of raagas and
not on the basis of authorship or chronology, should not be
difficult to seek. The practice of day and night singing of devo-
tional hymns is Harimandir Sahib (Golden Temple, Amritsar),
the most sacred of Sikh shrines, is as old as the shrine itself and
is a good pointer to the place which devotional singing occupies
in Sikb religion. There is hardly an occasion in a Sikh household
ranging from birth and marriage, to death, which is not solemn-
ized with keertana. The bhaaee or priest of even a small rural
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gurdwaaraa (Sikh Temple) is expected to be conversant with

kce,rt ifa, 8o that he miay sing ‘at 1‘3#5 Aasaa P«e¢. Vaar, aj -.B»ft
of the dally mormﬂﬁ sérwce il A EY 3K

Ke_ertana bemg so ubiquitous in Sikh Society, nbrmally, one
would expect the emergence ofia seépatdte Sikh School'in thé long
history of Indian music. ' It.would be naturalitoo, to dxpect- the
availability of a lerge number of i profes-ionally competent.:keertr
angeaas. Furthes, the standard of musical knowledge amobg Siklrs,
jnigeneral, could- also be reasonably ! expected tobe higher than
among any other homégéneous .religious group of -Indian peeple.
The pregentipositioh, however, islikely to cause distilluSionment
QNO standard text-book on Indian mlusic refers’even causually
to a distinct "Sikh style of simgihg: aruch’ less t6 the -pfevalence
of a regular Sikh School.)' Expért keertarfceaa$, fully convensamnt
with the traditional Sikh modes'of 'singing are rare,.rand as for
t¢be musical knowiedge’ of Sikh: masses, theiless-said the better.
iThere was a:time wWhen Ethel Rosenthal, the author ot #“Thes Stolry
of Indian Music and.its Instruments.(1928),. cculd speak-of she
notable quality. of singers and.instrumentalis s of the Gclden Tem-
ple,. Amritsar, sand of 1the gurdwaaraa: at Nander #then in:jthe
state of Hyderabad)... Dr.-Rabindranth .TPagore mentions in his
Reminiscences How,. “the Golien. Temple rof Amiitsar comles
back.to me like aidream ... There the sacred chanting :resounds
continvally, . My faiher seated amidst-ihethrong of | worshippers,
svould. semetimes add his veice 10 the. hymp of praise,....-One
day my faiher invited one cf the chautir g choir to our  plase
and got him 1o sing s sqme of their sacred songs ™ It wag Bhai
Sunder Smgh othdawal Mand: Amnt ar, whoxc magmhcc?t
;Peaformdnce, 1n31de the sanctum sanctorum, enlthr:.l!ed this cminen,;
connoisseur of musm-—-Dr Tagore’s fd.lhel' (Judged by. e,ncommms
Jshowered upon the “bewitching. zjmd 1ransformatnpnal quahly of
keertana, performed inside Shij Harimandir Sabib, the experience
of the late Sadhu I. L. Vaswani, scems, 19 ,be as pltvatmg, 1t not
more, as that of ,Dr.} Tagpre s father,) Etbal was a forcrgncr
,Tagorc was a Bengah émd Sadhu Va.svx ani ha:lgd from, Smd but
the hypnosis of Sxkh l\egrtawa over all of them was equally effec-
tive. On gnquiry, a working raagee of tl.‘e Golden T.,mole who
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preferred to remain incognito, s0,tald, the writer ¢.*“At , that time,
the, appointing aythorities of j_;he Golden Temple knew theirn job,
fully well ; they could differentiate bztween the appropriate angd:
the inappropriate employment of grace-notes, inflections, curves
or'shadings of tones 'by the raagees. “Members of ’the listening
public were alse: so well » informed that smany a time the lapses'
of erring raagees were pointedout by~ the granthees in'attendaticé
or even bya randem pilgrim.” .- The réspondent ‘Bewailed' thé
general fall,in the professional ;standards of. even -the hazooree
raagees.

"1 it's bellevcd that the ln_]UllCtIOHS about the spiritual efﬁ,cacy
of keertina still hold good thefe is every reason why its present
state ‘should dlsturb the mmds of those who dre msterssted m ﬁhc
preservﬁuon and contmuatlon of Slkb cultural values and
mst}tutlons A ( -

o) | B PRI o
N Cpnoem about the Iac.< of. trainedrand, quallfncd personnel,
nonavaijability of Lechmcal diterature. and nom existence of ,good:
prpfessional institytions igiunderstandable, buf,a more disturb-
i_h_g feature of the situatjon is,the absepce of ,consciousnass about:
what we,are Jacking. . The inculcation of this conscicusness' must:
fgrm the agenda ,of a. s_ep,arate, over-all programme to raise the
cyltural, standard of the whole communiiy. Meanwhile, the friends
of Sikhs need cqncentrdte on the; establishment of.a Central Inst-
itpte of Sikh Music so, that it may bring together the living mae-
stres, work as clearing houge the dissemination of, apthentie.
knowledge. about music, in general, and keertana, in , particular,
aod produce trained, practitiopers., The writer is reminded of. how.
when he was asked by, Sardar Gucnam .Singh, the Jate Chief
- Minister of the Punjab, to provide g, list of projects worthy of
being taken ip hand to commemorate the, \quincentenary of Guru,
Nanak, the former placed the idea of an Institute of ; Sikh Musig:
at the top. As explained to. the late Chief Minister, rehabilitation
af keertana and promotion of research in;Sikh music were to be
the twin ajms ofi the proposed Institute. Any inquisitive person
who.goes through the Guru Granth: or listens to the Sikh kecr-)
tana, may ask the Sikh musicologists such questions: Jas” the
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following and feel frastrated at the blank expression on the
faces of his respondents, although there is hardly a question
which a serious academician should not be able to aanswer
satisfactorily :

Why bave none of the authors, included in the Guru Granth,
made use of the Malkaus and the Meghy raagas even once ?

Why do Hindol and Deepaka occur only in combination with
Basant and Gauree (d31) respeciively ani not indepencently ?
Are Gaund (3°3) of the Guru Granth and G.ur (§3) of the
classical systems one and the same raaga ? Does the Granthian
system of raaga follow any of the classical raaga systems, partially
or wholly ? If nor, was the raaga system of Guru Granth the
result of a meticulously plarned ¢ffort 7 If so, that weie the com-
pe]lmg reasons for such a departure ? Is the departure fiom
prescribed texts'books, based on sound pronciples 2 Who was res-
ponsible £or the initial departure from classical norms 2 As the
raaga system of the Guru Grarth stands 1oday, is it possible 10
enumerate the points of departure ? Why was Siree (Shree), an
ev.ning iaaga, given precedence over all the other raagas and why
was Prabhaatee, a morning raaga, relegated to the last posiiion,
in the Guru Granth, eomptled by Guru Arjan D.v 7 Is there any
special reason why Gauree (I131) .aaga was so ex'eniive y cioss-
fertthzed with other raagas ? What does ghar (u) stand for ? (In
this conrection, it may be interesting to know that the Jate Dr.
Bulb r Singh, who learnt classical music simply in crder to und-r-
stand the exac: import of ghar {u), told the writer once, that his
life-long recearch to unders.and the exact musical conn ra ion of
gher (u) had tratled off intv failure.) Do:s the Granthian musical
system betray any traces of Karnaat. ka influence ? Is the popular
medieval movement for cultural infegfation, that gave birth to
a number of composite raagas, including the Indo-lranian ones,
reflected in the Granth ? Did Mardaanaa or Sattaa or Balwand,
keertaneeaas of the Gurus, sing guibaanee n 1lve gawwaa'ee style,
saos its clappings, as some of their great grand-children of the
P9th-201h centuries, such as Bhaee Saaeen Dittaa and Bhaaee
€haand, exhibited in their performances within the sacred precin-
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cts of Harimandir Sahib? Hid Chishtess, wi.h whom Guru
Nanak developed very friendly relations, anything to do with the
style of our keertana ? Were there any prescribed reetis according
to which th: shabads included undear different rasgas in the Guru
Granth, were required to be sung ?

These are some of the questions of a lay man. Other basic
questions of an advanced technical nature are sure to crop up
when scholars take to the study of Granthian musical scheme in
a p'anned way. It is our fiim belief that the esiablishment of a
Higher Centre for Teaching and Research in Sikh Music, staffed
with properly qualificd and highly-paid - specialists, will bring
about the required efflorescence of the true Sikh keertana stvle of
music. God alone konws whether the realisation of this dream of
a big teaching-cum-research Institute will be a near or a distant
po sitmlity, but pending its establishment, thereis a SIfong case
for knowledgeable individuals to take up the challenge, on their
own, without waiting for any external aid. The major reason is
the feir that the fast diminishing cadre of the practitioners of
the old art, who muy still be precerving tne purity of tradi-
tion, may soon fade out of eXistence. There is so much scope f
work in this field that the labour of every re.earcter is sure to
be amply rewarded. For instance, so f.r, nobody has cared to
collect hiterary a: d technical evidence relating 10 the n usical scene
of the Guru Nanak Guru Arjan period, whi.h is, indecd, extie-

tely fascinating from our poi.nt of view. We find such stalwarts
of the woild of music appearig on the stage, as she.kh Ghooran
(of the Krusrau Sohool). M.ean faahaa. Noorud- Deei, Soordaas
(whom Abui Fazl calls a l\kerldllﬁéda), Haridaas (whose original
bome wus 1n Ucch, an ancient town of the Punjab), Purandhar
Daas Taan, Sain, B iju Baaw.raa, Maseet Khaan, and Gopaal.
Raja Maan Singh Tomur of Gwalior, the great patron of Hindu-
stani music, ascended the throne in A. D. 1486, and breathed his
lest in 1516, Raja Krishnadeva Rai of Vijay Nagar, the great
patron of Karnaataka music, died in A. D. 1530. Other patrons
of music, such as Hussain Shah Sharqi of Jaunpur and Moham-
mad 'Aadil Shah *Adlee also flourished in the same period. Cha-
itanya, the great Bengzali saint, who was very fond of keertana,
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was a contemporaryof Guru Nanak. Impprtany text books, nsme-
ly, Sangeet- Sooryoda ya of Lakshamee Naariayana, Siddhaant Par
daas and:keli Maal of Hari Daas (incidentally, he talks:of rabaab,
the f .vourite strineed instrument .of Gurt Namak). Raaga Maalaa,
Raaga Man'jaree an }(hata Taaga of Punc nevekr raaga Vlbodha
ofl Som Naath, Ras Kaumudl of Shreekantha and Raaoa Saagara

etc._ Were also produccd durmg the same pernod Lontempotargf
or near-conterpporary ltterature on musw beir g avallablc in suchb
abundance, what else would a researcher Wlsh to p]ace Slkh

musxc in 1ts proper hnstoracal pe rspeotlve YA
TR (AR I

10 “THere'is ahother context ia whizh probleins relatiag: to 't ks
éen'esis’ ahd’ gtowth' of - Sikh m'isic may” be studied  with profit)!
nmamely’ th= felizious 2ssunotions of the thew ptevaledt ‘classical:
systems of ‘musié, to Which’ the 'em nent musicolbgist - ‘of Iddiay
Dr/ Brihaspa(i once drew'the writer’s' attefition. ‘We: know that!

“€ach radga hhs‘'a prdsiding  deity. “Musical systeis-are, tHereforey
fraught with doctrinal implications because they presuppose belief
in ‘maltiple corporéal gods. - To quote'one-instance,.the Vaishn~
avited hid d:vised eight aartessto céleberate the ‘advent of ' eachi
three ‘Wourly section of the diural and nocturhal’ span of 24 hours!

WMangala dartes 'coinc'ded with the Waking'"timé'of- the: idolegod J
Bfiog darte¢ with' the breakfast time, and so on.- Prabhatee way
thefr morning raagaland Shree (Sireé of the Guru Granth -Sahib)
theirlaté evéning raaga. The patement of Siree atthe begihning
ddd 'Prabhadtée at *the end of'the - first cory of Gurir Granth
Sahib, ‘according‘to Dr. Brihaspati,- is‘the' wages that the great/
Gury Arjan Had to pdy to save his'doctrinal‘territory from being
gtermed-by the, Vaishnavites Had Guru Arjan.placed the ‘Taagas
of Guru Granth Sahib according to the established sequence -of
any prevdlent classical - raaga system, the 'religious: 1mpltbatlond
of that' svStém would also bave necessarlly $neaked in. ‘

f,} g7
Tl;ere 1s stlll anothpr context in Wthh thc whole *atrlonale of

the genes:s of Sikh mysic cou]d be rclevant]y explo;ed Bha:rava
raaaa 18 belleved by soize, to have becn cormected ortgmall}y w1th
the sentlmente of terror, but now 1t 18 used to stimulate pathos.
Jaya Deva emloys Shree raaga to mduce sentiments of j joy and
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R
happiness but the present Shree does not serve that purpose, Ba-

$ant ! ‘used to' b: the radga of fdrlicsome ~abandon, though now
itoproduces. pangs of separation.|In-view' of this' evolution, the
question before us is'whetherst e Granthian raagas wer¢ intended
to evoke she wicods qand isentiments.  originallyy prescribed in the
classical text books or those which had been modified By time ?
It w,;ll be for expert, musnco]oglsts to come up W w1th g”satisfa,ctory
,%mswcr to thlS q !ery,"b‘tjxtl it 1§. (zlllr‘_) bellef_tpa‘t‘ a ?roger uudcrstan-
dmg oF tfle §10010 cu]tural pnhcncs nt the . urus W ou]d be very

f} lpf’u m rea]némg the essemlal naturc ?f Slkh L’/!u‘sw v
4 . .., ‘ } i ¥

IR 1
1. Bhaaee Gurdaas, an eatly asdessor of. Guru: Nanak’s ) philoso-
peical nand ‘socio-culturalt achievements, talks of the elevation
brought about-byithe Guru in the svatus f the unprivileged ahll
the down-tredden, therehy destroying thesfoui-tier b-erarchyiof
the-caste system. and: forging a singlesclass ‘egalitarianc soeiefy.
K ommensurate withh Guru Nanak’s »attitude of: raismg the $tatus
of theillowly aw.s his'-adeption of .ithe 'spoken danguage of the
Runjab,.although it had few previous 'occasions oft séfrving‘aﬂ"t'ﬁe
medivm ofhigh literatiiie. The 4author'of ‘Dabi‘tdan:-Mazaahil,
a’conlethporary of Bhitde: Gurdaas ¥akes's sﬁééiﬁl“ﬁo‘iebf' this
bold linguistic chioice 'of Gurti Nanak '$imilafly, ‘Gurinukhi seript,
iwhichis even now'mistakénly'regdrded By séhie Indian “scriplolo-
gists asa corupt form 'of' Déva ‘Ndgari schipt, Was® rdiséd by Him
to‘the status-of the oOnly orthdgraphit * vihicle ‘'oftite” dulturkl
revolution that was being ushered! i’ by bimi ‘It is' i’ thid' contékt
Jhat tre use of musig, by, Guru-Nanak ang his sgc e sursy as a
rSE)-lfltUdl uptifter and,as ope of the ffeetive wedia of mags comm-
upicatiop, shopld be viewed. In the face ot:JG{ury Napvx,%._-’sigalcquall
antip thy _toyards ,high-brow  purism, ‘as, _eviﬂgncedi from his
trpatment of gjction, langugge, s¢ript, j metrjcpl system, verse
fOrms, . dress, eating cystoms, etc,, one could almost ?nticrpatc his

Jgaction tpwardq; the orpate, cour ly raagas, Vv whcrcm the, dexnﬁrous
man;pyla{ton of melod_y, and rhy[hl;n. had bec;omc an end jn 1tac}f
1Voice-culture was. not an end fpr:,tbe, Guru ;. .raagy was for him,
anartistic. medium fo, be, used to,, gxplore unchartered areas, of
spititual awareness. According,to the, text-books, raaga “colours
the. mjfrld.;wi_l,h_ passiopate emotive patigrns” (ranjayatj jti raagah),
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but the Guru wanted raaga to be used f.r mental, moral and
spiritual upliftment of the people and not only for colouring :Leir
minds”’. How could he have any atersivn towards the melodious
patterns and styles and tunes that the pcople’s genius had
crea ed ? ‘

We have not inherited any notational recording of the
Guru’s musical system but there is a brave effort on the part of
the compiler of the Guru Granth at being unambiguous in his
instructions relating to the raaga ghar (u), 2tc., in which each
composition is to be sung. In the case of some Vars, tunes of
specific popular folk-ballads are prescribed as guiding modeis.
The accommodation of folk-music in the Sikh Scripture is in
line with the sympathetic attitude of the Gurus towards many
othér f¢pects of folk culture. This would also raise the probabil-
ity df the Gurus having accommodated not only the popular
tunes byt having adopted éom raagas current among the people,
though not popular with the classicists, and for all that we know,
Tukhaaree, and Maajh may be two such. It will not be surpris-
ing if researchers come up with the finding that the raaga
system, adumberated in Guru Granth Sahib, represents a massive
attempt on the part of the Gurus at owaing, elevating and
classicising a range of musical patterns whose immediate roots
lay in the essentially composite folk culture of tke period and
not in the courtly, classical culture.

The bias for composite and folk music notwithstanding, there
is no mistaking the fact that strict observance of the iatended
musical score was expectzd by the Gurus. Unfertunately, as we
have alredy explained, he violation of thesse instructions is
common and their toleration universal, and the basis of this
sacrilege is mostly ignorance, though, at time, it is the result of
pandering to the popular taste, which feeds stself exclusively on
tunes made current by Hindustanee films. This, in fact, is an
independent problem and Sooner, than later, responsible and
representative Sikh bodies have to address themselves to the task
of formulating a consistent policy towards subjecting gurbaance
to new musical experiments, but this problem should in no case
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(rer 27 <t grat) .
‘be mixed up with the promiscuity that charactenses the contem-
porary of gurmat sangeet. ' | o
In fact, listening to some of the keertana music, as performed
in the most sacred places of Sikh worship today, any knowledg-
eable person with a sensitive ear would be reminded of the myth-
ological story in which Vishnu intorduces to Naarada, raagas and
raaginees, as human beings; with limbs all mutilated. A raaga
with mutilated limbs cannot be expected to add wings to poesy.
Raaga was meant by the Gurus to be an aesthetic vehicle which
would carry the verbal message to th: remotest recesses of mind,
and release responses which usually remain untouched even by
poctical approaches. Rather than experiencing relaxation of
tension and aesthetic thrill, inept keertana grates on one’s ears,
sits uneasily on the nerves of the listeners and makes people sick.
While it is the writer’s fear that a neglectful attitude towards
the theory and practice of the prescribed keertana form of music
may soon result in the total loss of am art which was meant to
be an essestial partof the Sikh people s aesthetic weltan-schauung,
it is his hope that the establishment of a high-level Institute of
Sikh Music may yet avert the impending tragedy.
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