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HYRMHI F'aeq §F < dnae 993 © HYsT w3
Y3 M3dt 8| €9 Iest awmiat feis 3
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qETe:- HaT ytedd HI® It gy wfdaor
feamz feu fifenm) fam 3 »mu@ wy ot
I9 we ¥ Ftegatut few wvw T forrr &3
g gvet Hfdee fiw “Aem” 7 I@ wa @
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fir 7t € wrew wgwe feg Rer WG AUt aret)

RS- YTBAT Ug ¥ 300 A&T AT fo=ew
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3 fq fegatier eRsed J1




127*° a4 gfgans dafls yAciaa
fvo fHy wea amawat e aas
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T8 Ot 3%W Hfes Adug few Fo=erer aret

fan few gatva 3 FAlaa =aar € awraar
s arfes Tes w3 Iggr oes fev
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Is Indian Classical Music Dying

(Continued from Dec. 2002 issue)

Serious Attempt

Another serious attempt to revive the
ancient Guru-Shishya mode of training is in
evidence at the Sangeet

There are also other groups of trainees who
are non--residential students but who
receive free facilities of daily training in the
academy.

Organized research in

Research Academy at
Calcutta. Started by the India

Mohan Nadkarni

the field of Indian classical
music is also one of the

Tobacco Company (ITC) four
years ago. It provides

Reproduced From
‘Mirror' (May 1982)

activities of the academy. The
idea, according to its

facilities for learning
Hindustani music in typically gurukula
environment of ancient times. The disciples
live and learn in the constant company and
supervision of their masters. The sylvan
setting of the academy provides the right kind
of spirit to promote music education on the
old pattern.

The primary accent presently is on
teaching vocal music which his always been
regarded as the mainstay of Indian classical
music. For a start, Hindustani vocal music
has been chosen as the discipline and the
academy has engaged the services of
eminent vocalists like Nissar Hussain Khan,
Girija Devi, Nivrittibuva Sarnaik and Latafat
Hussain Khan, all gharana exponents, each
to teach three or four most gifted and
promising students selected from all over
the country after rigid qualifing tests. The
selected Shishyas receive handsome
scholarahips to enable them to learn for
about ten years without any economic
stress. The Gurus are also paid four--figure
salaries and they live in spacious well-
furnished bungalow-type dwellings.

Promising musicians, who are already
performing artistes, also are in residence at
the academy. They are not under any Guru
but are selected to develop their talent and
personality under the guidance of an expert
committee of musicians and musicologists.

Executive Director, Mr. Vijay
Kichulu, is "to apply a scientific approach to
the methods of traditional training, so that
the training period could be condensed to
ten or 15 years from the normal 30 years
or so, without compromising quality.
"Besides, there is a library which presently
provides the nucleus for academic research
at the institution.

Real Problem

Finally, the real problem facing our
classical music today is to preserve its
traditional values and yet create new forms
of expression which would emerge as an
organic growth from the past and still be
nearer to the idiom of contemporary life.

The problem by and large, involves the
stupendous task of making classical music
strong and dynamic to meet the exigencies
of modern times. But while doing so, we
have to prove to the world that our classical
music is not an attenuated relic, but a living
influence; that its sources and material are
pure; that its models are original;, and that
its theory and practice are perfect. A true
synthesis of the music of the past with the
music of the present will be possible only
with a proper appreciation of its past
achievements and an equally dispassionate
assessment of its future possibilities.

Our classical music is certainly not dying

it is at the cross-roads.
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Maligaura 5th Guru.

Such a helper is the Lord's Name.

Contemplating the Lord in the
saints society, ones affairs are
arranged.

Pause.
As is the boarding a boat for the
drowning man.
As the dying Lamp burns by
obtaining oil.
As the burning fire is quenched
with pouring of water.
As the child is satiated by oozing
milk in the mouth.
As in the battle, brother becomes
a succourer.
As the hunger of the hungry man
is satisfied with food.
As bursting of cloud saves the
crop.
As in the tiger's refuge, one is well
protected.
As with eagle's spell in the mouth
one fears the snake.
As the cat can eat not the parrot in
the cage.
As is the refflection in the mind for
the eggs.
As the grains are saved sticking to
the central peg of the quern.
So does the Lord's Name
emancipates those, who places it
in their mind.
Great is Thy glory, O God, | can
narrate but a little.

Thou art lllimitable, Inaccessible
and Inapprehensible, O God.

Thou art very high, great and
Infinite.

Meditating on the Lord, one is
ferried across, O Nanak.
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Basant 5th Guru.

Thou, O great Beneficent Lord, art
making gifts.

Thou art contained in my soul and
life-breath.

Thou hast given me all the diets
and dainties.

|, the ungrateful one, have not valued
even one goodness of Thine.

| realise not even a bif, Thy worth,
O Lord.

Emancipate Thou me, O my
merciful Master.

Pause.

| have practised not meditation,
arduous service and good deeds.

| know not the way to meet with
Thee.

Within my mind, | have enshrined
the hope in the Lord alone.

| shall be delivered through the
support of Thy Name.

Thou art conversant with all art, O
Lord.

| am like a fish, which can find not
the limit of water.

Thou, O Lord, art Unfathomable,
Inaccessible and the highest of
high.

| am small and Thou art very great.

Wealthy are they, who meditate on
Thee.

They who attain unto Thee; they
alone are the men of fortune.

They alone are in peace, who serve
Thee.

Nanak has sought the saints’
refuge.
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