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‘GHAR’
—Daljit Sirgh

In Most of the hymns in Sri Guru Granth Sahib side by
side with the rage of the mode of music ‘ghar’ is also
prescribed for its rendering. As many as 17 ghars are
mentioned in Gurbani Me:aning of the term ‘ghar’ is, however
rather obscure. For its claritication, therefor, late Dr Gobind
Singh Mansukhani who was himself an authority on Gurbani
music or kirtan, instituted a competition, and invited essays on
“Ghar-1 to 177 The brief articie which foliows, came in
response to that call, and is being published to draw the
attention of loves of kirtan, particularly those who are well=
versed in classical music, in the hope that they wili take up
the issue where Dr. Mansukhani left, and pool their knowledge
for a satissfactory understanding of the term.

—Editor

“Ghar -1 to 177

Raga and Ghar slipulated at the headings of most of the
shabads in Guru Granih Sahib. Mahallas and Ghers are
numbered, and these are traditionally pronounced as : pehlaa,
doojaa, teejaa, chautha (first, second, third fourth)and so on.
Ghar stands for the starting note (swar) of shabad as explained
below. Let us examine in detail the connotation of the word
Ghar as the starting note of a shabed. The ancient Sanskrit
word ‘Graha’, literally means a home, modified to ‘ghar’ in
Punjabi language. The word grahabegan to beused for the
first note of a song during the Vedic period. Similar develop-
ments in musical parlance took place in the west, and English-
speaking musicians call it the ‘home-note’ even today. They
sometime call it the tonic® because the starting note deter-
mines the totality of a piece of music.
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A musical composition starts from the home-note, and
after meandering through several notes it generally returns to
its “home’, hence called home-note, which gives the listeners
a feeling of satisfaction, through a sense of completion of
finality. This pull to the tonic is ingrained in our minds,
through usage of this musical practice over the centuries For
instance, if we sing or play the notes Saa Ri we are left with a
fesling as if we have not arrived at a satisfying end. Thus a
degree of tension is generated in our minds, which is resolved
when we sing or play the note Saa again (which is the tonic or
the home-note?, that is Saa-Ri-Ssa So this smail fragment
returns before lIts end, to the key in which it started. which is
the home-note.

Since fundam:=atal principles of music are the same in a
regions of the world, music is coasidered to be a uaiversal
language Much of ancient knowledge was exchanged between
East and west through the middie-country of the Greeks. We
may state as an analozy that in the West also the starting note
is speciale. For instance wusic compositions are stated to be in
’C (Saa) Major or ‘C Minor’ and as (Ri) Major or ‘D Minar’,
and so on, as the case may be. It is understood thet the first
note to be sounded is C or D (respectively), and that the work
is in Major mode or in a Minar wode, as the case may be.

Note mames for a Saptak are:
Indian: S, R,G,M,P,D,N
English: C.D,EF G,A,B
Universal : I, IT, I11, 1V, V, VI VII
gince 12-Tone harmonium was not inventad during the

earner period Bhai Mardana, and the Rababis used Arabian

Scale of 17 micro tones or (Sarutis) These were divided in the
Saptak as follows :

1, 3 3 1, 3
G M P D N

3, 3
S R
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Hence we find that most of the Shabads are in Ghars

I, IT and III which are covered by the note “saa” Generally,
shabads are fewer in other Ghars, a¢ we go on, in ascending
order of pitch.

The scale of 17 musical notes is still being used by singet
of classical music. Bowever, the harmorium in general use
has only, 12 notes, The selection of gharis usually made by
the compersers accordirg as it suits their throat. Some times
ghar is not prescribed with the shabad, and it is left to the
sirger to choose on that suit him,

Another view isthat the ghar aumber, 1,2, 3, 4, etc.,
repreaent the number of peats {mairaas) in a ‘Tala‘ cycle
(Avartaa). If this were so, ghar -1is out of question, because
there can be no tala of only one beat repeat over and over
without forming cycles or Avartaas. A rhythm to be called
a Tala, must have atleast 2 beats. The first beat is
a &accented, hence called ‘Bhaaree’, waile the
sccond beat is played with normal farpe. In
the west also there is no one-beat musical rhythm they start
with Duple time,

Secondly. there is no text which names Talas on the basis
of number of beats in a cycle Talas bear names as %for total
beats in a cycle given pelow :

Roopak Tala s 34242 =7
Jhap Tala t 24342-+3 =10
Jhumar Tala :3+4+34+4 =14

There are, however, two Talas which are pronounced as
numerieal syllables, but these have nothingto do with the
number of beats in cycle, for examples :

Ek Tala 4444242 =12
Teen Tala t14+44+44+4 =16
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we tiay mention that there are in some cases {wo different
Tala names having the same number of beats in each Bar

(Khandwaa! and the totals for their cycles also tally. For,

instance, *Tilwaara® Tula has also same 4 +-44-41-4 =16 beats
in 2 cycle but it varies from °Teen Tala’ in the piacement of
Khaal: or unsiruck beat, in the cycle. A rhytmn that §s Tala,
having the same oumber of beats in its bars tkhandaw) to
make a cycle is known a as a Simple Tala. On the other hand
a Tala comprising varying number of beats in the
khandaw of a cvcie i1s designated as Complex Tala. Perhaps
the most Complex Ta'a is Dharuva Tala totalling as many as
29 beats in each eycie 7+34+1-4+9-L6--3 =29.

Besides, there are some Talas, East or West, in which an
occasional half-beat is employed.

Hence we arrive at the conclusion shat the word *Ghar’ applies
to the startirg rote of a shabad. Acd these are mumbered
from No. 1 to No. 17. and no more.

: < G P ) $ pUERC T A PSSt T P X P X TN L X KX KacX T X Ey
S16 306 5% 306 3G 306 Y B MBI M M N A M M B O
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Razt 3 Saast gIwst fewfunr, fefzgra wes'et M3 fHy gaM
513 ng03 Aty mrfe Az@z @ oo Oslas 3° fewra, fAy
fesramar @ yA'a &€ yasat yafas gaerd & uaH ye'a B
23H® Gaes ur adl 31 A, Afdes fAw A3) fer ARgr &18 33
A7 95 | 24 Sy AW'dat AR° QU A Y295 I8¢ T, RE'ET AAT BE
93 ug-yTarg AE3 g8 I5 | o€3As O € yIWs' § <ud
fers we Aud la ud9r@z =l fegt yeast € AIBT YA3IT U
feg gus e 83 yAA-Gal @eH 99 3t 3 faR 39l &' 438 I3-
W5 fewig ga 3@ ex@s few mresr fumel d Ad’ fegt €1 RIS
gl Age J @e 3 |

ugH @ I 13 aifge fiw’ @3 33 feu J1 A3 Afdies fu
Azt 71 3, 93 diffe ffu &1 83 § warg s § 93 Arfoe € Ales
w3 fegrat 913 9 BI93 gIenra’ G5-U5a1d, guel @1 A3 ATIHE
513, ¥ #3®T A1 y3wF & fen AazsE § 203 M3g gaud M3 Gu-
dail 83183 B9, fewat § dy Jy fRIBy I3 Ur a3z & Quam
@13' 9 1 i@ =23* feg uynsa fes RAWr AT HIE &I
fag* J fem W3z 321 sg-udl w3 53 uasl wfums €
3 J2at | wsur 7t fagsr 3 mufaz fam gssr § dfog 33 Af
fefsoma yAa3' € fenel 3° ga aidg @x° uowe' 2R <) €fe3
01 J2ar | wAS (@Y mewr m3 gfgazr & *W-Ty €37 IS M3
AU JIYUF 3'2 T YT AM'E 31 g8l mMIS A'd Al 93 gat @ maE
H'ZE ©1 RHEY' IS T1H FAIT'S gy Il B AT I |

Juzt yn3a fes Sya g3 difge fAw 71 @ Quant § ua Bfant
g gufeanf3arg maer 3 m3 fed 91 feg waal mel feg! Qu-
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ggnl '3 ong 5-1-95 §
dlg3s-aHge el ade fHu &

ffelys g@ely iy aBer
162, I'QfHa das aga), Mlzrg

saist € agl gu 95, @ fames, nes, glags, A, waaon
wifa | g3z § @3l & AF 3° @34 MU Hiant wier d | d1533,
9303 mafa3 yg-sasl I 1 yHanr | g € anfes gIs @1 &
stagzs 1 a13zs & w3 €1 ygra Hiser famr 3| Jlgzs @l
wfawr fem aras 213 fa fen P88 Reiz &1 33 837 HI3euss
H famt "igr 3 o

ryel gl e It (gny aarsiva 3, a3 831 faal s13) 4t
aval-Ha3 J | 32S G135 ¥35 gt vy ga3t &9, Fie3s nEsT @

L2 rf:

3-3@ig! Hfamt fam 31 @i93s 9ed &8 Ae* slgss ager J, 3
3G Jig-weat &% (Ea-fHa I3 9gler 31 »3d-w3an Y3 33

fes-Ha glenr 1, €I vae-Has sl Rae' 31 7 ©F < fgs) fdz
a¢ 3 Qg gas e afes @z, fuwe 3 afsae '3 53¢ a3
nagl ¢J QA amen fazar wier 3 9g-a85 3 'fefg arez 53
HiE Arg s wile « agx fefe wrela fasar 98 11" (Var qur)
@3-wg € Jlazaint § fRy-Anma fe‘e HAC-AES Yuz 3§ |
@3 moAs Afae & ate3al® § g3 a8 afa § mfzarg Sfam

tefunt 398 g8 § dlagatw’” TN W EaH @5 @@ &fs
Hiesr & ga A 1" (a7 try)

a3 &5 Bfag 3 g3 maws Affog @ wy F83s 333 fHu-
AH'Y 9 31335 235 €1 uduaT 73 91311 7S 98 A3 3 533
& g3-v9wd fv d193s ags 3° fesxs a9 fesr 3t g mifgs 3
dla3s 395 B€l gafidul § Yfewr fa wry 31935 agst @3 93 fea
3yt fAut €9 o133z =gz &1 uduw 9% wel 1 g
g8q §l 3BT 3 95’ € RAB Fad WYl BuRlwz 2
HB 8 a8 A3 | my 913 afsdfde mifag @ wfds fAy Az | g9
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rfag 3199, R 3 my3l & f3yadt maus gad fefgm fL9
sHaT aHifesr | fAy a4 @ yfdo madls Adds A, dFr fAw
wiggrEtmt mu F1335  Ffawr 3@ A5 ifed @3 miw §
mrigE W3t &/ 3° gz Jet f/ @ mw W gedt #1938
fesl fed dleas €1 Aer g€ 3J |

fed ggi Aai3 € @8 34 @ feess Wiz ala fiw #t QR
&'% S133s @ad 3d 1+ Hd3 Aifag @ 932 wifagel feg® waaar
ufamrgr, g1e] 33 fiw %, 3¢t a5 fAw a1 5'3r @ 31 295
dd IS |

g g fw = ! afedes mifge fea Rdg &8 Fl9gs afemr
F9@ A5 | mu §' 9713 938 A& | feAsts-REr, Sgg-Aern, 83
wiE 91 A, Wy ot v 9@ St AR AS AR 3 31335 fag
fedd = €8 Avdsi-fen dn 93 93€ I5 |

aig} gie ft @' a4 Flg3sii feg’ €%93 a mg4E M@ &
3wy 9 arfest @ 9s2° gs; g € uddl uzsz, gedi e A,
fes-ag) 3 aIns feg' mye Aee-g3:3 @udr 833" st €
femmgr mife IS T3 |

g'el ggas [Hw ol & A1es-33 Jl93s gmigr AT Fist
wiy f @ 3331 @ 931 3° T¥9 A5, ug miy | fagd migd Age 3
gais @ 93 sa S gsd Al | »y paeE-aifes gafen! @ee as
w3z J Ffem 938 A | W d € weg @9 faggs3sr 3 aq Al
wry 7 St fde-gaua wrara A  C'ued 7Y AIS (AW =sar arfea
<1 seus 3° 1335 <5 yI3 d famr Aty

glggs fAwt € godl-geg I, 1 A fem @
ame Wser 3 @3 f3ue J§ wie J, 3F FId & 3
Ws g33 <1, uargs-dA133xl fHe alazsle fig alass owar Aast
% fso's gue A%, QY &1335 a3€ wu < w43 398 A% | el
gHa fAw § a3aer Arfag 23, €l /37 fHw A, 318) durs fRw
@ wfe as WA I ags-fAdy  Sk3ast dE T3,
fagt 3 dlgse d13' I &3, Slasal-ales #Alfew | {sansa
stazs @ yare fid Aa3 fes 33, §193s emar &M augs 3
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gla3al-dies fazr@= et Aaret arwye Baa gafewr, fexf
stggaint 3 gt ave fRw # fest Aeet § ags 3 ag Qs mel
Hayl Avi feu fer AAra S me 1 iy g e A3, 3'S €l fenn Al
" 1| @3 muF f53asl alags-asl Aear a1 AHa sl dtasxint fee
fegn 3 fesys RS gy¥d AG | @3 & Ha3 RAHIe Gaze 83
AB™H w31 ut 3t A fAw a1 § a1 fumra afan 938 A5 1 My 3
'dag 3316 n2ns 3* a9 mifag emrar anfes §13 Aew A faar Al,
grgl ge ffw fag* A aarfes It gu A3 #3 @5 218" 8593 Q" |
fai3 & vfga eels Se §d1 6 €l mfag § 'Raar arema 3
afad-HAtal afa @ efsapfen 3 |

giet ade fAaw 71 @%as-mrang, fsaus g0l 3 lgzst-gas?
'8 HI'S ala3al 38, fag! § W #ivl 55 3 sl afewr A

9@l ae fAw #t & dlazs €t a3 fead fea ywu3 Jet Al |
w7} 2 Y219 fugsint 9rg ya3t 3* aie3s €t Awr aa faar At
nid 71 € nfzaraaa fuz gaar fifw 3@ 3@ alazs afomr gad
ged A5 | mu Al @ w3 3@l gifes Auw 398 3 @3t @ A
afamr g8 A5 1 Jlar fjw 71 fead efswr & wy § Gla3a few
fads gos wel @5t § Agm maeel fedl | gagl @@ @ 3¢ HI
fAw 3 ovel fumrar fiw ardtmt U @t my 3 @3mrg-gaug fafym
dfaz i3t |

grel A'e fAwW 71 @ agsH fus Jst gug fagr fHzaud) fe
1900 § dfemr | A3 At @l Mg feg My G935 53 Az A |
iy #l § g9us fes ‘aa ala fAw' fagr aier Al €l #t 2 <3
8< a1, glgt 3a g9 93 ss3 Afemt ysms gasiaz' @ Hu-
mifgniugt A | aat AN E fAW #t wuE fuzr 71 3 99 | &8 a8
gl gagterg @' 3t fHy-Aazt ¢‘'arar Ade MW" uiA* gge ASS
el dagwa (Aw Agr few gwat @ Afuwi fes fedg Jatmt
arar e fAw 718° Adq €3 43 33 gge afes 938 3!, A Afemr
4, @8t @3 mfent w1 vla r Jet Al § At Ree-de @F° Q3
§ @dwt a5 | A3 wWiemt 9a W3a-yaiu § 3 €3t uA* geeral
9 g9¢ ASd Yis d€ 9fde AE |
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iy Al S 28 ABE T FHT AW GISAG ASH-HABS FEA'D
r fag f29 aleas €1 Aer A3l + mry 32° 913 a13e f=a we 113 A
c1alt fe9 &133% 39 A€ P& U3 HafE, 53 3 dAr-231 My H1
@ feg-918°3@ s'@ A5 1 »y 8373, UT'3l 3 UE3Tsl S @@ | My
YA Yar3s 3 2an's] gent e M32-33'9 Al wy Si33s § Hal-
da feg anfes agx @ < Grzre-Ralza8 RE

H' my |1 @ ni3d-gans 1970 fes a3 353 '€l RIS
(a5arer fag) gergr | feq RHaM fee @13 R 1 HAl' SaiE &
Al 3 ot pfgs & pae anfewmt Al Y3 wEld Ran g3 Wig”
(3'@1 9A3 Ha® 2) | Ha3t §3-HE AEE €' d7 WIS <Iimt A5 3
o6l mifgg femwe-ferwe 92 ud Az | mEE @ RUWE] 3 @E}
mfog 3 uB-39 33 438 3 I MUES AIE |T WU 13T, THII
331 Wfame ®A3" (843 Haa' 3)) wiw fed west § 99
gt @rant J famr 3 ua HE as < 3t we T fa
gazt fgg waMl-gwre {d8 mema Jeimt udini /5 3 I8}
rfog @ fas@ €t e Qa1 2 Hagg w3 35t 3° gu'a Al |

33 ams' 3 SAuemy fug VA asesl, 1972 § 3El
AW'e fiw 71 feg ua-g3a RAIT fantar q, mrud migwr § @19 935!

ffg Sa@ 3 o ogdm Il HI@ A'AS UH, Wa B yay €
93at f@a |

WA W Ydn dd ag g3 '@ 3 Amw 29 1 98 wfog
g1e3a feg® Qua, dlass Il €3 &1 mAurlmz v feam Jfemr 3
n3 al3a3s &'% A3 L AeT &91 mry g1 gra § 331 949 8l
“q3 difde fAw RS RIas” gfowar & yiwt 3 1980 fd

‘“ig] Ade fAw gouls Aal3 waskl” aa fest Al fag gfout &
591 mfas ©1 a1a3s-Ael @ mue 3 alags @ fausel fagl wiel
J 1 fen masHl @ Tsanrs fyrlus A, ugwas fAw a5 3 fedazd
yena 8337 faw i, 30 a8 21 1989 & AfFlus uang3 fmu 1 3
1991 feu §ena gag@ fAw a1 § ‘a8 Ade fw dews” o8
ASHIE3 a131 famr R |

Afsgig fagur ass ag a dlazaimt & sl rie fiw @ @
uofew @3 d5<c € 83, acﬁ 3 AxaEr gufag I35 |

govg-eRl 9'El nHe fAw @ & ezl auiast fed 336 |
wrl* 31935 d "“algzs’ | =awr Il <l gyl | ferd femHt 3aat,
g fanis 3 Joimt 33-Soht 3° gur @ f538 Jeasi-afes w1
uduar § arfed dy RaE |
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Yy, 3'9 fiw =38° Asit3 439 few
y'E G@aes g9 el

‘Aere’ vart gxizafeel ufemmr w3 ganfz Al gafedd
2’ 7'y Q@uH '@ Aalzetsiat 'y 331 fAw wiles 3 waes’ fen
Qu3a fea nata fegrs gad) "wasHl me Ay gslas W's asee’
W38 2'@5 ufenimt fzs qazel a9 |

Agig f=97g Gi7et @1 mrdz Aaisrarala € (933 @3 Oai €
yHbat 3 fam gy gsweet w3 <ot €l 3'e &8 gfew ) fen
Ra'g fe9'g dinel v Qowes aafawt 3. Fa fRw (48l gan wmig-
Wy fesa vaal gateafrdl) & . e fMw @ ganf3 fai3 @ 43
few yAZ3 U3t 3 REUZ HAI3a Mmue-43 @ famfumr gHzE)
AaN3 € Y33 (28 alsl w3 qauf3 A3 gorer @13 adg mfas <
935 § Az dei 3° ya s'adsl g3z sm Az € mfaw
#3337 wIAEl |

fen awad fee J9a! 3° fesrer . asad fAw, fif mxga
fAw gdig, §. asyza fAw fas, 4. f9u3 fAw w2 gursl fadfaar
Qus 3 4. 9 fHul & @3nf3 Adiz W3 ANz fes wd waes §
g mue ferelas 3° gravaz gaet feg famfam |

qagH v Aees asfent 31 qasw fAw 3 4. 3@ fRw @
Halz adnl § fogrzEl feu qoana 3 faarsna 35 €3 yeia 3
ywfeg fAu afemt AHg Jardint o fedn gms efam | Qaat
fagr fa 1 3'er iAW &' &aI9a AHa A3 Rfag ya A3 J 931 3
fan 3€! @i9n(3 Ralz yams, »H3 Flass edhe 3 dardl gal-
zafrel suEl € w3a 95 w3 fage 3fdy fea @t < fensing 3
A&W3 G3kf3 AAS ara-ydg @ worg @3 ufemrst feg 31 argt
e fex fers ‘ganfz Adls Tsgw’ aler adar fam fes 4. g
Ry € g'Acal 3 wzogmeal Uta € fey, Aaa'g 3 Y4l Avs Jad |
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‘Ao’ @ 95TRE 3. g3 fiw wE & Feyss Ruct f2g
Fa-fag wdua ¢ Y. 39t ffw @ foa Hss? @ yiar fes =918
mel 3 &S5 view feg fawfswt | 31 dg THw Snians ‘Aed <
mIE wGast w3 A4 feeesifagarat @ we-feag @1 BE o
f3nra 33 9 A7E’ @ 823 05 ¥E Her fdar)

9 Siurt B 38 St € y3Hau esde fiw § . 397 friw <
B2-Ya'HI YA ‘g3 dfde iy a1 a35est’ o3 fodn aEaa)
f&sti auram 1 qorsat asfent it slgefdes ffu ‘f'ee Sats
a2 masHl @81’ 3 § 39 fAw € #les araat <l fefamrsa feal
Tnirg' 3131 25, foaralss aas €3 A3 fér w3 Aqg dardim §
wiiE 2§ 2 § At A", 7 Ae w3 Ad wiew feu Rege €1 Aea

- fegt | gqae @ ydu mel /Y g3 fAw, 98 smde fiw,
- wAyad AW wde o fenn afzarg 3 newe atar famr
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