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Gurbani Sangeet into the 21st Centruy

DYA SINGH of Australia

Gurmukh Singh
(Prinicpal, UK Civil Service Retd.)

Last year, when Dr. Jagir Singh attended a
marriage in Australia, in his report (Amrit
Kirtan December 1997 issue) he mentioned
that during his kirtan he was accompanied by
“Dya Singh of international fame". | also at-
tended this function and was reminded of an
eight-year old Dya Singh doing Kirtan with his
saintly father, Giani Harchand Singh Bassian,
a well-known pracharak of Malaysia in the fif-
ties, The boy is now a man, Dya Singh of Aus-
tralia.

In the south-eastern corner of the golbe, away
from the stern and restraining eyes of the tra-
ditional Sikh establishment, no less than a
revolution in Gurbani sangeet has been
taking place over the last six years. With the
production of Dya Singh's latest cassette
"GurbaniYatra", that revoluation in now nearly
complete. Dya Singh is a household name in
the multi-society music world of south-east
Asia. Formed in 1992, Dya Singh's "World
Music Group" has emerged as one of the most
sought after music groups in Australia and
other south-eastern countries like Malaysia
and Singapore. The group has performed in
countries as far away as Candada and
Japan. The reader will get some idea of the
group's popularity from the following press
quotation.

"In the space of two hours, Dya Singh's
material ranged from incantations to Sikh
hymns, ragas and Asian classical music. The
talent of the performers, the range of the mu-
sic they played, the deep spirituality which
infused their performance, all made this a
memorable evening."

Sydney Morning Herald

Dya Singh's unique experiment with the
globalisation of Gurbani sangeet could only
have happened in Australia, that remote con-
tinent. Expert press comment and the univer-
sal Popularity of Dya Singh confirm that he is
regarded as one of Australia's best examples
of the dynamics of multiculturalism at its best.
Dya Singh's choice of musical instrument's
and talent is equally adventurous. In addition
to his three highly gifted daughters, Dheeraj
Shresta, a classical tablchi, provides the beat
on various "drum" instruments as required
(tabla, mardang, dhols, drums etc.), Keith
Preston, another highly talented artist, plays
Greek bouzouki, electric guitar, santoor and
bohdran and Cicilia Kemezys plays flutes.
That is the core group but other well-known
Australian artists join in as required. The group
in popular on the local and national television
and radio. ‘
Gurbani shabads (including English transla-
tions), provide the entrancing meaningfulness
to the Popular and semi-classical tunes
(bandash) played by the musicians. When |
was in Punjab last year, a retired Airforce Wing
Commander confessed that he was not a very
religious man and did not have an ear for
Gurbani kirtan. That is, nct until, he heard Dya
Singh's family group (Dya Singh and daugh-
ters.) Now, without fail, when driving, he turned
on his car cassette player to listen to the group
nd was immediately enchanted by the intro-
ductory Mool Mantar sung to eastern/west-
ern musical instruments. Initially, the music
appealed more to the next generation Sikhs
and Western ears. obsevers commented that
the group created an entirely original genre
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of World music. Western observation is that
the music made one get up and dance, the
message made one sit down and listen !
Gurbani is the central theme and it has the
power to harness the impact of raag, rhythm
and beat, (even western beats) and promote
an atmosphere of joy and peaceful content-
ment. Says Babara Roberts In "FOLK us"
Magazine: "Dya Singh's incredible voice
amazed me, at times quietly sensitive, at oth-
ers overwhelmingly powerful, and always with
the purest meldoy". Indeed, Dya Singh's voice
range appears to have no limit, yet it always
remains well controlled and melodious.
Another commentator has described the ex-
perience of listening to Dya Singh simply as
"A voyage into the heart".

What about Dya Singh's impact on the east-
ern ear more used to traditional Gurbani
kirtan? A well-known classical ustaad, Giani
Darshan Singh Sohal of UK (successor of the
famous Bhai Gian Singh Almast), used to say
"Dya Singh Ji you have great talent but you
are sometimes careless about the rules of
raag. Stay with me for one or two year and
you will be amongst the best in the Sikh world."
Dya Singh's typical jovial response used to
be "But Giani Ji, that is precisely the reason
why | am avoiding raagis lest they put me in
the straight-jacket of raags!" But Dya Singh
has heeded the advice of great Sikh raagis
and based his popular music on classical

raags even for mixed eastern-western per-
formances. His latest cassette "Gurbani Yatra"
of "straight kirtan" has been widely accalimed
by lovers of traditional Gurbani kirtan.

Yet, his style is unique and has great appeal
for the new generation. So much so that dur-
ing a recent tour of Malaysia (at the request
of the Sangat of Malacca), young Sikhs trav-
elled long distances to listen to him. Outside
south-east Asia, Dya Singh is reaching the
parts not reached before: his introductory
cassettes are gaining popularity in the UK and
amongst the East African Sikh community. He
already has a wide audience base in the USA
and Canada.

Outside the Gurdwaras, this talented and pio-
neering Sikh sangeetkar is successfully tak-
ing the message of Guru Nanak to the young

‘Sikhs and the multi-cultural audiences world-

wide. While some orthodox traditionalists may
frown at his novel but popular approach, the
Sikh community world-wide will be hearing
more from and feel proud of Dya Singh of
Australia. Others are likely to follow in his foot-
steps, as part of the process of taking univer-
sal message of Guru Nanak to the world and
into the 21st Century.

[Note: For Cassettes and CDs recoded by Dya
Singh's group contact: Dya Singh, GPO Box
2130, Adelaide SA 5001, South Australia. Ph.
Fax 618 8278 3088.]
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HEHTS A
There is but One God. By the True
Guru's favour He is obtained.
Rag Gauri 9th Guru.
O Saints shed your mental pride.
Lust, wrath, and the society of
evil persons, fromthem do thou
run away, day and night.Pause
He, who recognises both weal
and woe, and honour and dis-
honour as the same, and he who
remains aloof from joy 2nd sor-
row, he realises the real thing in
the world.
One should renounce both prais-
ing and blaming others, and
search for the dignity of salvation.
O Serf Nanak, this is a difficult
game only a few know it through
the Guru.

Asa 5th Guru Thou art my water
and | a fish of Thine

Thou art my Lord and |, a beg-
gar at Thy gate.

Thou art my Creator and | am a
servant of Thine.

| have grasped Thy protection, O
the Master of profound excel-
lences . Pause.

Thou art my life and Thou my
support.

On beholding Thee, my heart
lotus blooms.

Thou art my salvation and hon-
our and Thou the Acceptor.
Thou art Omnipotent. Thou art
my strength.

Night and day Nanak repeats the
Name, the treasure of excel-
lences and makes supplication
before the Lord.
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(Free Matrimonial Service)

Q): Suitable Computer Professional Girl For Bachelor
Sikh boy, Slim, (33'2, 6'1'2") Nontrimmer, Teetotaller,
masters in computers, Australia settled, sr. position MNC
(Sydney). Box-0019

O : Suitable Homely Arora Sikh Match For Graduate
businessman (29 - 5'9") Contact Box 0020

Q): Suitable sweet natured well settled businessman/
executive in well established concern Gursikh match
for fair, slim, beautiful, intelligent & sweet natured
Arora Girl (27-5'5") convent educated, P.U. Graduated,
Diploma Textile Designing, Interior Decoration & Beauty
Culture, Contact Box 0021

Q): Suitable Non-Drinker Teetotaller Match for Slim,
Beautiful, Fair Complexion Kamboj Graduate Girl (22-
5'4") Father Civilian Defence Officer, Elder Brother
Doctor Practising Mohali, Contact Box No. 0022

Q): Sutiable Non-Drinker, Teetotaller Gursikh Match
Around Chandigarh for Batra, Amrit Dhari Girl (25-5')
M.A. Music (V) P.U. 1996 Serving Pb. Govt., Chandigarh
Can recite Kirtan Father: Senior Acct. in Private Con-
cern. Mother Homely Religious Lady Contact Box No.
023

Q): Suitable Match for Graduate Arora Bajaj Boy (30-
5'6") Serving Private Refined Oil Company Karnal,
Contact Box No. 0024

UJ: Suitable Non-Drinker, Teetotaller, Business Man well
Settled Khatri Match For under Graduate Chadha Girl
(23%-5' 2") Father Bank Officer Posted Kanpur, Grand
Parents From Patiala Boy Around Patiala Preferred
Contact Box No. 0025

(:Suitable Match for Bedi Sikh Girl (26-5'4"), Slim,
M.A.L.L.B. Running internship. Serving in College in
Chandigarh Box No. 0025 A

0J: Suitable Match for Arora Sikh Gir (45-5'2") M.A. M.Ed.
Lecturer in Music in Govt. School Contact Box No. 0026

Q: Suitable Match for B.A, B.Ed Girl (31-5' 2*) Running
Beauty Parlour Contact Box No. 0027

U: Suitable Chandigarh/ Mohali/ Panchkula well settled
professional Khatri/ Arora Gursikh male match for a
Chandok DHMS Girl (22-5'3"). Two elder sisters both well
settled in reputed families. Contact Box No. 0028

(): Suitable Gursikh Non-Trimmer Educated male match
with status for an Ahluwalia Post Graduate bank execu-
tive, sweet and pleasing, soft spoken, earning handsome
emoluments (29-5'5") Father Police officer at present in
USA Contact Box No. 0029

QJ: Suitable Homely Gursikh Khatri Slim Match fora Behl
(10+2) L.T.I (Electrical) diploma holder businessman at
Chandigarh (24%2-5'8"), father retired JCO at present with
govt. blood bank, Delhi, elder brother married, serving
govt. medical college, Chandigarh, Contact Box No. 0030

Q): Suitable Gursikh male match for smart, attractive,
wheatish complexion, well behaved, pleasing manners,
pleasant nature, born artist, with melodious voice, (35-
5'4") Ph.d, Lecturer Music (University) Contact Box No. 0031

Q1: \Well qualified, religious, homely smart female ir.atch
for Delhi based Gursikh Arora Architect, (28-5'4"),
Wheatish complexion, Smart, Sober, Intelligent, Well
Mannered, Teetotaller, with Pleasing Personality. Con-
tact Box No. 0032

0J: Well Qualified Suitable male Match for DHMS Doctor
(32-5'2") Legally divorced, servir o at Mohali, Father re-
tired PSAS, Contact Box No. 0033

Q: Suitable Female Match for a Ramgarhia Sikh compu-
ter Engineer in USA (5' 8", 29) Father retired Engineer
Central Govt. Mother Educated House wife. One brother
one sister, both Married and well settled contact Box No 34

QJ: Sutiable Male match for convent Educated, B. Com,
B. Ed, Teacher in convent School, 5' 6", 30 contact Box 0035

Q): Suitable Amritdhari Match for a 35, 165 cm. Arora
Girl, M.Sc, B.Ed, Chandigarh, B.Sc Hons, New Delhi, Post
Graduate Teacher, in Delhi, Drawing Handsome Salary,
ELDERS from Dist Sialkot, Contact Box 0036

U: Suitable Match for a Teetotaller Non-Trimmer Gursikh
(25, 5' 10") BFA working as Art Exceutive, at Punwire,
Mohali, Salary 8500. Contact Box 0037

Contact: H.B.S. Chopra 1246, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh

H3TEl 1998/ W3 d1a35/ 22



Youth Career Counselling

1. A Marvellous opportunity for Matric/10+2 passed, with min. 55% marks (45% for
SC/ST), to join Indian Coast Guard as Naviks Age, 17-22 yrs; relaxable by 5yrs. for SC/ST.
Free training & food,clothing, medical & other allowances with starting emoluments of Rs.
3100/-. Standard application format & other conditions are published in Times of India of 10-
06-98. Applications to reach latest by 15-07-98 & addressed to North Zone H. Or:

The Director Training, Recruitment Cell, Coast Guard Headquarters, National Stadium Com-
plex, New Delhi- 110001

2. General Nursing & Midwifery 3 yrs. recognised course for unmarried female candi-
dates of min. age 17 yrs. & 10-+2 passed with 50% or more marks. Prospectus & application
forms be obtained on payment of Rs. 100/- in eash & apply before 30-07-98 addressed to,
The Prinicipal, Guru Nanak Mission Institute of Nursing & Hospital, Dhahan-Kaleran,
Nawanshahr.

3. The Food Craft Institute (GOI), Sector 42-D, Chandigarh, invites applications for
admission to various career courses in Hotel & Catering Establishments, lasting one year.
Eligibility 10+2, age limit 18-22 yrs. Prospectus & conditions on payment of Rs. 50/- In cash
last date of applications receipt is 09-07-98.

4. Admission for 4-yrs. BFA Degree Courses in Applied Art, Painung, Graphiecs &
Seculpture, 10+2 passed with min 40% marks (35% for SC/ ST). Last date of receipt of
applications in 08-07-98, prospectus & other conditions be obtained on payment of Rs. 100/
- (cash): Apply to the Principal, Government College of Arts, Chandigarh Administration,
Sector-10 C, Chandigarh.

5. The Martic passed candidates (no age limit) shall be selected on merit after written
test & interview for 2-yes. certificate course in trade of HEAT TREATMENT, after receiving
applications before 15-07-98. Prospectus & other details be obtained on payment of Rs. 100/
-in cash & apply to: The Senior Manager (Training), Central Tool Room (An Indo-German
Project). A-5 Focal Point, Ludhiana.

6. A most diversified commercial printer & 100% export oriented unit (An ISO 9002
Co.), invites applications for 4 Yrs. course in printing technology. Eligibility 10+2 passed with
min. 55% marks, age up to 18 yrs. on first Sept; 98. Stipends awailable for all four years
course @ Rs. 750/- first year, Rs. 1000/- 2nd; Rs. 1500/- 3rd; & Rs. 2000/- in fourth year.
Apply on plain paper with full details of qualification, family background, passport size photo
& attested copi ' of marksheet & certificates before 16-07-98: To Sh. G. B. Singh, Thomson
Training Centrc  Printing Technology, Thomson Press (India) Ltd; Mathura Road, Faridabad
121007 (Ha~ 1)

7.The ¢ r Water Heating System meets full hot water requirement in household,
dairies, hotels,  spitals & hostels etc; resulting energy savings & provide clean environ-
ment. Soft loai ith nominal interest @ 5% available from Punjab & Sind Bank Branches
under Renewat = Energy Scheme.

Contact: S. Mohindar Singh, # 457, Phase 4, SAS Nagar, (Mohali). Ph. 672295
For necessary guidance/counselling on oppointment.
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