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¢ Could you please send me subscription details for '‘Amrit Kirtan' and if possible
a sample copy. '

| was born in England and have lived here all my hfe My brothers perform kirtan
and have been listening to kirtan. What | have seen mainly in the last decade is the
movement away from classical kirtan in raag to currently where 99% of the kirtan
that you hear on tape or at gurdwaras is kirtan performed to popular filmi tunes.

| can vaguely remember raagis like Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi, Bhai Avtar Singh/
Gurcharan Singh, Prof. Darshan Singh, Gurdial Singh Rasia/Avtar Singh etc. | was
about eight years old when Bhai Dharam Singh came to England in April 1972,
the other raagis also came around the same time.

For a long time | have felt that the kirtan maryada that these great raagis
adhered to has nearly disappeared. It is because of this that | have decided with
a few other people to start to collect all the old recordings of raagis like these,
document it and then distribute it at cost price. This is a non-commercial venture.
We are not setting this up as a business. Our aim is to do parchar by distributing
this kirtan to everybody.

The problem with classical kirtan is that most of it is recorded and then gets
put into people's own private collections, over time as the individual gets old more
often than not the recordings are discarded and are lost forever. That's why | have
collected these recordings so that they can be preserved and distributed.

| would appreciate if you could assist me in this project by sending subscription
details and how | can get hold of old copies of '‘Amrit Kirtan'.

- Paramjit Singh, 35 Meadow Waye, Hounslow, Middlesex, UK, TW5 9EY
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Your ill health is a cause of concern to all of us. We pray to Waheguru
to give you strength and courage to bear the pain. The Almighty will shower
you with good health and happiness as a person with your sincerity and
dedication will always be His blessed one. Soon, very soon, you will be back
home on your feet and doing Kirtan and singing the Lords praise - such is
your devotion to-the cause of religion & faith.

We look forward to your continued well being & quick recovery.

Good times & good health is round the corner but we are always with
you whether in sunny days or cloudy - rainy days - therefore please inform
me if | can be of any help whatsoever.

| will speak to you again to hear your rich & firm voice. Our Ardas to
Waheguru for your health & happiness.

~ Preeti, Semreta & Ekta join me in wishing you & your family a Happy
New Year. |

Islag 3 wafsr ufges & a9g ot gefeer=t gwtt:

Here are our best wishes for your speedy recovery.

We could not meet you in the hospital for consideration of your health. It
is extremely important that you are protected against any possible infection.

Hope to see you back to the world of devotional music & also to your
wonderful journal ‘Amrit Kirtan'

With our prayers for your health & happiness of your family. Regards.

gfwrer 3 yfifa nrafere gaat #n fiw »3 ufesma & fafonr

aﬁm@awmwaﬁm#uﬂbﬁéabﬂ?lmméw
wﬁynﬁmw#aﬁaﬁwﬂﬁf@ﬁ»ﬁwﬁﬁwﬁwmw
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W3 HAEIN d9 A € feg a9F F Y@eT € AeT &

New Year is a time to remember the special people in our lives-the
thoughtful people who brighten our days all year through. The wonderful people
who have touched our lives...

You are truly special people, and though it's not often that these feelings
are put into words. New year just seems like a good time, to let you know

how very much you all mean. Happy New Year to all of you
fegt argst feg fear Qv Faar maww dt #ifig 31 #ifiE & Fies o5 o @

i@ I fimg ! 7""}’/"7
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S. Bhagwant Singh Dalawari
Lerrosy WorkeR WiTH A DIFFERENCE

Yadhunath Thatte
Ex-Editior, SADHANA - Marathi Weekly

Amrawati's Tapovan, is the Leprosy Centre established by Late Dr. Shivajirao
Patwardhan and his wife Mrs. Parbatibai. Basic differences arose between Dr.
Patwardhan and the Government of Maharashtra and both husband and wife left
Tapovan. He used to be an associate of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose.

Towards the dawn of Independence with our Quit India notice to the British, it
came to his mind to wonder whether there wouid be any section of our people
who would like them to continue to stay here. Until then, the service of the leprosy
patients in India was in the hands of only the British Christian missionaries. When
it looked that the leprosy patients would not like the British to leave because of
their service to the patiénts, Dr. Patwardhan and his wife began to service leprosy
patients themselves. Apart from medical treatment, they set their heart upon as well
as rehabilitation and spiritual aspects. With determination to rid our country of the
leprosy problem, Dr. Patwardhan (Lovingly known as "Daaji Sahib") thought that
before the onset of deformities if the leprosy patient was treated well, then he could
be completely cured. He would not like foreign aid for Tapovan once we had
ourselves asked the foreigner to leave India. .

Of the workers whom Daaji Sahib could find, is Sardar Bhagwant Singh Dalawari
Visiting Tapovan, one would automatically notice him. He used to be an officer in
External Affairs Ministry. He had opportunity to work in different Western countries
as an officer of our Embassy. Opting for voluntary retirement long before his
retirement date, he began to work in Tapovan. Having decided to settle and work
in Maharashtra, he learnt Marathi without which he would have found it difficult to
communicate with the patients. | used to visit Tapovan to visit Sardar Bhagwant
Singh Dalawari and converse with him. Sardar Dalawan presented his views
unamblguously and fearlessly.

Sardar Dalawari joined Tapovan in October 1979. Before joining Tapovan, he had
visited Tapovan in order to acquaint himself with the kind of work required to be
done here. Thereafter, he decided to work in Tapovan.

For nearly 25 years he had held responsible posts under the External Affairs
Ministry of the Central Government. He is a family man. His wife lives in Delhi
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and his two daughters are setteled in USA. A few years ago, Sardar Dalawari had
been to his daughters in the States. Not fully prepared to live in a complex in
which laprosy patients are rehabilitation, Mrs.Dalawari resides in Delhi. Sardar
Dalawari works in Tapovan without any kind of remunerationor honorarium.

A laprosy patient, apart from his disease, is mentally disturbed. He is in need
of psychological help in addition to physical treatment. Dalawari does this kind of
work devotedly from the core of his heart. He welcomes the new patients and
strengthens their spiritual and mental resistance to the onsloughts of stigmatising
disease. Interviewing leprosy patients before admission, then their admission and
thereafter allotment of work according to their physical capacity are his principal
contibutions. He then enthusiastically spends time in dressing the ulcers of patients
in the Hospital. In addition, he sings bhajans and prays with leprosy patients.

Sardar Dalawari worked in the company of Dr.Patwardhan for 5-6 years and
understood the background and working of the mind founder. He receive all information
about lerosy. Infact, after having decided to work in the Ieprosy feild, Dalawari had
received training in CMC Vellore.

He believes that only the person involved in the activities of service to the
humanities deserves to be included in the brotherhood of the Khalsa. He shoul also
live a clean selfless life. Determind to live in truth, engaged in the service of the
man without expectatlon of any reward, ready to go in for the defence of the weak
-and downtrodden agalnst tyranny, emirenched in the love and rememberance of God,
these are characteristics of Khalsa. Guru Gobind Singh always used to believe and
declair Manas Ki Jaat Sabhe Eke Pehchanbo (recognlse all human race as of one
and the same cast)

It was natural, bel:eved Sardar DalaWari, that o'peration Bluestar should appear
as an insult to the Sikhs. Innumerable false cases were made out against the sikh
youth. The Government made the mistake of beleving and declaring every Sikh to
be a terrorist. It was not proper for the Government to think of every Sikh as a
separatist. It was unjust to take recourse to open murders of innocent people. The
' whole-sale murder of Sikhs were ignored by the Government and it did not punished
the guilty. The Sikhs were therefore further hurt. General Aurora told Dalawari: "I
consider you as one of the personwho know the secrets of Gurbani. Your endéavour
to live Gurbaniin life seems very impressive to me."

"Khalistan, from the point of viewof the Sikhs, is a death-trap. This unfortunately,
is not realised by them, that is how it appears to Bhagwant Singh Dalawari". He

does not publicise himself and works quietly. This could be the influence of 25years
of service in the External Affairs Ministry.
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Sardar Bhagwant Singh took voluntry retirement in 1979. He knows Hindi, English,
Punjabi, Urdu, Marathi, French and Spanish.

Bhagwant singh sings Marathi Bhajans soulfully. He also sings Hindi Bhajans.
He knows by heart Gurbani of Guru Arjan.

Sardar Bhagwant Singh Dalawari is a leprosy worker with a difference.

Communication . Centre ' Premium Event Centre

Formal Restaurants Millennium Centre

Exchibition Rooms Deliberations

Accommodation | Abbinandan
« Informal  Rating THE AROMA

Tours & Travels Sector: 22 - C, Chandigarh, . Ex.porama

Conferencing Ph.: 700045-48 Fax : 0172-700051 Mind  Set

2loral Sbop E-mail : hotelaroma@glide.net.in - Art Craft

S ol Website : www.hotelaroma.com phulkari

Metres and metres of endless possibilities

SAND & STONE

A story tells that two friends were walking through the desert. During some
point of the journey they had an argument, and one friend slapped the other
one in the face. The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything,
wrote in the sand: “Today my best friend slapped me in the face.” They kept
on walking until they found an oasis, where‘they decided to take a bath. The
one who had been slapped got stuck in the mire and started drowning, but the
friend saved him. After he recovered from the near drowning, he wrote on a stone:
“Today my best friend saved my life." The friend who had slapped and saved
his best friend asked him, "After hurt you, wrote in the sand and now, you write
on a stone, why?" The other friend replied: "When someone hurts us we should
write in down in sand where winds of forgiveness can erase in away. But, when
someone does something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no
wind can ever erase it." Leamn to write your hurts in the sand and to carve your
benefits in stone. A special person they say it takes a minute to find a special
person, an hour to appreciate them, a day to love them, but then an entire life
to forget them.

o—— With best carpliments fram a wellwisher o
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Notes From A Faintly Musical Diary

Reprobucep From 'MIRROR' (May, 1982)

My earliest musical memories are not of my mother's lullabies or even of the
nursery rhymes | sang in kindergarten. | believe that | got my primordial lessons in
music on a sick bed when | was about six years old. | was recovering from a severe

intestinal illness and the doctors had advised a month's convalescent bedrest before

| could be up and about. So there | was, lying in bed with little else to do except

gulp down the two-hourly dose of medicine and listen to the noises around me. Our’
house in Bombay is located close to the railway tracks and soon I®was beginning to

perk up my ears at the sound of every passing train. The sounds came on in

increasing frequency and within a couple of days | was immersed in this frivolous

'game of guessing from the sound pattern whether the train was approaching the

platform or leaving it. The game kept me busy throughout my convalescence and, |

think, instilled in me a lifetime's sense of rhythm. To a whole lot of my neighbours

the sound of the locals is sheer noise, a never-ending source of irritation because |
the railways do a seven-day week.:To me, the hum of the engines and the ‘bouncy,
galloping beat of the wheels that accompanies it, are sources of sheer music.

As | grew up, my tastes grew slightly more conventional. There was the
inescapable exposuré to film music and | was a willing slave to its hold over an
entire generation of Indian youths in the Sixties. Those were the days when you
could find me humming a filmy tune at any available place - from the bathroom to
the bus queue - except, of course classroom where it was a punishable offence.
Those were also the days when melody was making a quiet exit from film music.
The lyrics were getting increasingly crude and trite, the tunes increasingly noisy
and forgettable. So | turned to the songs of the Forties and the Fifties and struck
a goldmine - Saigal, Nayshad, Anil Biswas, Shankar Jaikishan, S.D. Burman, C.
Ramchandran, Geeta Dutt, Talat Mehmood.... the list is ‘long and space-consuming.
Talat, in particular, has remained a permanent favourite. No other Indian singer, with
the possible exception of Begam Akhtar, has been able to evoke, the pathos of a
ruptured relationship with a sincerity of feeling that is so vulnerable and yet so
dignified. Talat's music had a soul; it also had an unmistakable ring of authenticity
about it and even today his ghazals stand in redeeming contrast to the synthetic
quality of singing that passes for modern ghazal music.

My graduation, so to speak,- from film music to Indian classical music has been
gradual and has remained at the gut level, mainly because | have had no formal
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training in music appreciation. Significantly, the shift in taste began at a time when
| was getting to learn the finer and more interesting facts of life. Sometime during
late adolescence | found myself enjoying classical music concerts without knowing
a thing about its technical niceties. Only later did | realize that my interest was
less in music than in its suggestive aspects. This could be a subject for Freudian
research, but | am firmly convinced that the way a raga unfolds itself in a typical
concert has a lot to do with the way human beings make love; from the leisurely
vilambit alap (corresponding to the mild caress) developing in intensity and quickening
in tempo till it culminates in the frenzied ati drut - the final sexual act.

Sex apart, how does music enrich one's life? | would refrain from hazarding a
generation, but in my own case it has, | think, lent a touch of divinity to the element
of madness in my psyche. How else can one explain away those nights where all |
one did was sit back and listen for hours on end to the taped music of Bade
Gulam Ali Khan - especially his Sayaan bolo, a thumri whose subtle, yet persuasive
liit has given me countless moments of bliss; and Girja Devi, whose Kaya ]aadu
dara is a dadra of exqu15|te grace and charm; and Bhimsen Joshi's heavenly sant
vani after every hearing of which | emerge a little less of an atheist, and of Begum
Akhtar whose voice, at its passionate peaks, drips silent tears?

Music has also been a witness, sometimes ironically, to some of the most
profound and memorable moments of my life. | can never forget Asha Bhonsle,s -
classical Marathi bhav geet - Visarsheel khaas malaa which came wafting over the
afternoon air when | first touched a girl's hand during a game of cards in my early
teens. Nor can | ever forget that Kishore Kumar yodelled through one of his slapstick
numbers on a neighbour's television set while my cancer-stricken cousin lay
struggling through the last moments of his death-throes. And how can | forget that
ecstatic morning in a truck on the highways of Karnataka? My cousin and | had
hitched a night-ride in a long-distance truck during one of my annual treks across
the state, and when we woke up there was the driver swishing his way over a
dew-kissed road, the sun breaking out in the east through a eucalyptus forest and
Lata Mangeshkar,s Raseeka balama tricking out of a cassette recorder and filling
the morning silence. To this today, the song brings me the indescribable smell of
eucalyptus and an equally indescribable sense of tranquillity.

| have often wondered about the precise nature of the effect music has on things
and people. As a kid | would believe and enjoy all those stories of Tansen setting
an entire city on fire with his Deepak raga and.- then mercifully switching on the
fire brigade in the clouds with Megh Malhar, today, | only enjoy them. | suppose
these are the kind of legends people float about the greats when they've exhausted
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all the superlatives. But | do believe in the therapeutic powers of music. Faced
with an imminent headache, | have very often preferred the soft, soothing strains of
a santoor or a sitar to the side-effects of an analgesic. And even hard-boiled
traditionalists in medicine agree that good music has all the virtues of a good doctor.

But then, what is good music? The music that tops the best-seller charts or
the one that gets the raves from critics? In the ultimate analysis, there can be no
analysis, simply because music is the most abstract of all the fine arts - which
makes our likes necessarily subjective, My own private test is fairly simple: at the
end of the piece, do | emerge a slightly better person? Does it add to the sum
total of the humanness in me? Do | experience the kind of sublime feeling | get
after having watched a Charlie Chaplin masterpiece? -
S.H.
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JIOHY €€ gefen ( Free Matrimonial Service )

WANTED handsome Gursikh boy for M A (Pol. Scj) 55" g|r| (DOB 10/4/79) working as Medical Rep
Salary Rs. 6000. Contact: Rajinder Kaur HNo. 733/15 St No. 7 Guru Nagar, Patiala Phone: 209634
WANTED Gursikh boy for B Sc Uppal girl 56" (DOB 13/3/82) Father running Medical Store,
mother housewife, two sisters and one brother. Contact: Manijit Singh, Patiala Phone: 351211
WANTED girl for a Gursikh. boy (DOB 28/5/76), employed in Multinational Company dealing
with |.T., salary in five figures Father retired army officer, Contact: Col. J. S. Kang, # 106
Sec. 8A, Chandigarh Phone: 547381
WANTED bride for Ramgariah Amritdhari Doctor ( 30 yrs., &' -4"), B.D.S., MA. Music (Vocal)
complexion very. fair. Medical profession preffered. Caste no bar. Contact: Dr. Gurvinder Singh
B.D.S., Crystal Dental Clinic, Shastri Nagar, Batala, Distt, Gurdaspur. Phone: 01871-23225
WANTED Gursikh boy for a slim, fair charming girl (24 yrs., 163 cm. ). She has studied at
Delhi upto graduation, presently doing M.A. (Eco.) from Patiala University and teaching in a
public School. Contact: Col. Gurvinder Singh, 12 GL Section Type 'B' Clo APO
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Dhanasri, Fifth Guru.

He, who sent thee out, has
recalled Thee, so return thou
home with peace and pleasure.

In peaceful melody sing thou the
praise of God, with gladness and
glee and thus acquire an eternal
empire.

O my friend, come thou into my
home.

Thine enemies, the Lord Himself
has warded off and thy calamity
is past.

Pause.

The creator-Lord has renowned
thee and thine running and
rambling have ceased.

In the home are the eternal
rejoicings and playing of musical
instruments and thy spouse has
glorified thee.

Remain immovable, wabble thou
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wfJ® g, 3 aerfed f3ass &

39y 3@ & §9f6 »urfdll  never, and have the mainstay of wwaa*e’fmﬁe’r@zm
the Guru's word. |

A A9 RIS g HF®  Thou shaltbe hailed alltheworld A3 #as wed Idt =@ T9

Hy €% TeET IR | through and thy countenance J<ait W3 Bt € €dard »ied

) shalt be brightin the Lord's court. 337 feJaT H& J<ar |
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My gfem Aaret |l Himself transforms them and @t arfenr uge féer I M3 e
Himself becomes their 8% ermofea st swerd|
succourer.

M99y aT dd& I'd  The Creator-Lord has worked a  frarea pindt & feat fgmir o

AT Ag miracle, O Nanak. Ever true is feufenmr 3,3 s7aa | AEte Het

femretig B IRt His greatness. J Gn et fermsar
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