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¢ R T Yir3nT ©F faeur 578 Iget
azr feg J=ar| AT 55t v & »ifz
ez fa339 o= 39 I few sEt Tuet
g ugg I Ay few Aai3 asr ¥4
Hig gnsr des S &SI T 3 T &
YT A |

| 7. f5efea Mw

At-24, YATEl galedfAel dUA,
ufensr

¢ I AL wiar mifrr=t

IAT W Fat § »Mue Y HHY,
miffmret fay & AT d96 et Aae
geret J) few gt <fogg g9 fan € m¥
frar g @€ J1 At mifierr fem 3gt
J fa ¥ fugd 30 st 3 FoHfa yma
bt 15 YRSt suLT & <F gar JT
TAST 12 BY JU¥ IJ YI9 =t a9 dar
I fg gg € YS9 wWe w3 39 T RS
g ¥y T fa geenrfent € yos Tuwt
gasee A it 89 95 fegt § agt
get, Ha, fegemdt dt &df, fam yos &
uRgat gt Jet €39 adt, JE sW
Yag < &It T

Sstorg few 40 g@ewMd I&| Hoat
fed 9 FJgem3d Ts | a@a3T fed 40
Jeeng, &8t fed 150, Adug, sfower
¥ A JEeMT YUst § © © uRsar fas
‘afs 39 Ig d&x HEr 2001 feu
gt AE | fexr . yos wfow § 4 yAsat
T g% M3 € JaodaT Afoy BEr I

& fa® 200/- gUT €T IA UT AT BIes
I Auda 9 fas € gavw set faor 3t
€39 fiufemr grt feo s+bat ot fa@? A
et daq a9t g€ A FTfagrg € ga
WMEAT UAST ‘G'od fesons U sswr
130 U8 fomg a3t 7, iy gaw <t
fedyes w3 At @9 diw wfow m<HT
fdies 79 I ¥ A9er »MdeN gder I fa
fag gAT 7o et few ©F B9 I HIg
St 9= § fawa &at I i B ferat
BE JA9T BYT HIY Fde IS UT JRHIIS
st gu faf'? yu9 fas J=1

W 23 ISt 3 TAEI T FEHA YUI
I yg B§ gan I fa »wes3st feg 1o
&t afgeT| 7 X »ewl 8 ae &df, RSt
Jonf3 yg9 € 8 Tud BY 16 URIAT
BUTT & F Fa© IT| MUST USHS ¥I9
g9 foor ot Tfogg T gan Hs foor of
fa yg9 91 yg fan 3 Jet Jorer RfoGar
&dt | At ATS T, €ar oA AT

AIE™™ W 4&HT

I T HA. MSBH, HHFAT 143 005

¢ ¥ F My § W ISt IF, uzT &It
3o s mEr mfnr & St fa a9t w °
593 ot of, g gat It

W wH. €. TS wden feu ene
sfens fev ofv & st fea maw feu
dadt e areti A9 fusT #t & S Ot
fer 53 IOy ufgea feg Har fema a9
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féfar 1Y uSt Frag §T U SEfifty oo
W9 AR AT < 93 JOUY IS | HT Agar AT
&dF 351 B A9 &t fer wa feg »ret oty
He U3t e 8334 I, €9 A9 4 =A €5
a ant fews's aga fmes age a5 fea
UH gt ©F U's dae I& | feg Hat A
At M3 HT U3t 7w O ¥9 ae3s
2= T Sufewt Sufen™ nige™m ade
ISIH = AT 5 =7 €5 a &3t &3t
fers's aet It I JAEr feg It At
It »uSt AR w3 U3t § EU JRH J9d
féet o fa@fa €g v &t Wie I ¥ »y
g9 Wt § Afent © sw3aT fama aaet
Jt, &% It Tufgg er wer gSidt ot | F
WI NI U3t & &% & F AT ger J|
&% Jt AR AT €@ € gBa &7 fedt It
Iz gAxz fev wy sm3ar et I,
famg gt oF 3 Wet AE® €W W At
31 ngw o0 fev ¥ & ¥ 9% fuwer J1
AgS AT J dfenit § uget ot viw ag
ffg ggz o3t afdet J1 ufost 3 7 um
afaet mt1 ug ge 3t €9 ym fger fa2
AuaT J fopur I H 99 SF W3 udget
T AT AW 7 Jrear & & guHat Afow
T € Us Fae Ia| ffa muS wet fea
g ser 89 afde o5 fa ¥ Uzer grget
I A3 forg § € w8 T 9® 95 wA
Jq Jet §9v &It

Ho U3t A2 Ud <A €839 3 wie
IS | H 97 HF U333t § €0 € q W 99
or U & F JAEr few st A o 3
gr yrev fang a9s Sar Ut It u3t At
9-10 @A W #ie 75 fa€fa Gg & neg
»ifg 2J €5 Jer I

W& FHY &af W 3dt Har few grewy

ufge few sfey &t 31 & 53 IF
wafene g7 et Al | Ags &+ i
g3 feaw A3 A |

IS A ¥ wud Uq Aidh gF 3t yrar
fugr afde o5 fa 3 ym =at fewst| W
gt aat?

JTST HaWHs A AEs feg w@er 3
€8 33T wstedtns ufam W Afenr fa
H S »ruer g3 99 v Aar3 few dut
at Ha U3t w3 AR < famr It Jeny I&|
7 80 gowy 5 3T N fAam § us F9a
T AT &at HSer-Hay 39 &t fig gav
ISt BEr e g S|

Ig U O3 Wt I T § funm qam
"g dEt o9 onc €t fgur a9 #

fear fegmati
¢ iz dle3s’ few =9 gy a=t
ASAGT &% THI IedT T| TN
g9 A faor forur I, J95 a5 T fea
Aet @ @9fiers feo 993 < &4t amadt
Aotz Juar fes wrls 9 forwm| sarer
J 7 av fedu Ifemr St 3+ Qud GuT Tt
Ay & 7 a3 €9 eI ae 3+ filew
J<ar, Wy 39 3 fAam & feoet =193 or
Ao fifgr yg9 ate™ W3 feg A o9
Afog @ s T fopum

Ufs3 faws woew 7t § we s,
o Bferrr| at fegt g9 et 9 fous
T et &t fufenm ¥ fegt a9 fous
T UIS J99r I WG few A o Fet
AEaar &t |

gt mie fiw &t 99 Aest g9
¥ | Jrgait feyg ‘Uag € a@ae’ feg
fegt & fage I & a9z fiw # <
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arfes e A3T ufged afes T, ug feget
Availbilty &It | q€t IT SA |

AT 7T

118-8, ygely 3919, A8 37,

Z<T @81 110064

¢ It has been a very long spell of
silence from my side. Your flowless
views on Gurmat and Gurbani Music are
reaching regularly and I have been
enriched with this treasure. For the past
five years my attentions was focussed on
compilation of a project to pen down a
complete basic information about the
inner aspects of our sacred scripture Sahib
Sri Guru Granth Sahib. I have also added
some functional component of Sikh way
of life in the second part of the book. I
have also thankfully gathered some
information from your magazine especially
on Gurbani Music. With contribution
from each and every refered text, a
component emerged is titled:-

"Authority, Audience & glympss of
Shabad Guru, Guru Granth Sahib &
Tradional Sikh Practices”

The book gives historical masative of
this process of compilation of Adi-Granth,
brief life sketch of the contributers of
Bani in the Granth, five complexities of
the music and other aspects including
issues and messages of the unique
scripture of Humanity. This basic
information can be very useful for our
youth who need to understand their

heritage will so that the efforts made in
the last five plus centuries does not go
in a waste. Through the medium of
widely circulated mouthly organ "Amrit
Kirtan" this message can be circulated to
our coveted readership throughout the
Sikh Sangat on the Globe.

The book is under publication at
Hemkunt Publication Pvt. Ltd., New
Delhi under the able supervision of
Sardar Arvinder Singh, its MD. It is
expected to touch the target for release in
July 2008, much before the 300th
celebration of Gurta Gaddi divas in Oct.
2008.

With my humble submission, I request
you to recomend this book to your learner
and eager readership in your own words
and style. This kind gesture not only will
boost the sale but also add a bit in
serving the great cause of "Right message
reading Right Place." Guru Nanak and
Sahib Guru Granth Sahib will shown their
blessings on you and your great mission
will also be blessed.

I am sending an article for your next
issue and hope its gets your approval for
publication. As soon the book is ready, i
shall send you a copy for your expert
views in your magazine by a book
review column.

Dr. S.S. Bhatia
# 370, Sector 15, Fridabad

¢ I am over whelmed to read your
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review of my book 'The Singer Divine'.

No words are enough to convey my

gratitude and appreciation for what you
have written aspect so beautifully that
was missed by almost everyone who read
it before you, expecially the musical
notes on the cover. Hope, readers will
read it diferently after reading your
interpretation. Thank you very much.
It is a beautiful magazine and we had
not ever heard of it so far.
Mrs. Satjit Wadva
14, Hemkunt Colony, New Delhi. 110048

¢ April issue of 'Amrit Kirtan' is in
my hands & I am thankful. Your article
about Rupa Sarin Ii makes interesting &
informative reading. Let us also live like
this grand lady (I will not say old lady).
Such persons always live like young
persons.

I read bitween the lines of A. K. You
are doing very noble services for
huminity. -

B.S. Arora
211, Cheema Nager Ext.
Jalandhar 144014
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ISz 3T

gfons € 99 99 IStHi® 31 99 eng 9 09 B ¥ &7 gy ¥w@ foor §1 7
g Je I et I8¢ @ wuet § I O Y @ wdat IuEiEht et I
fag’ afde 95 ust gl Jer J1 ug O 9 &t sactEhn et o5 w3 €9
Af3gte Was a1 F7ier I

Ae At Jfde of fa WY § atdl® JeT sdter I 3T AT I GW € Faee
AT I T Jer I AT IS IS BT 73S JI&T Uer J1 Sfomt Sfomt
Wmmwww&laﬁ?m—wﬂammmm
Uer I M3 §ars Je BE g9 96 o 8F It

ged3 &9 30 3 waeeHa IEEI @ Sdt §et 1 aEt 79 faoF =9I A
SIIIHG AU TS §Ist € goon 3 AIEIHT It € IEI

fag 3 foradios adt®aT & 3% 3, Ha Y T HE ISR Bt Iwer afder
31 €n & Afggsr TFt Afast uie &4t aids 9T &€ Falsa By fawmre U9 gs)
Fisd Y et et ed fad o @ sfir e Jer S w S So e G &9 §
AT gt 3 JE ISt 9T I HEY WiEd I Uyt 3uElst t Ider J1 U9 aet @9
Gn & »ust meEr 3 Ha T Afer I 3 Bu wfadt SuEiEt B8 A3 27 fier I
g gdte #t € wrust wivG fifst gret fe' artiiesT o T9es w3 geues I
&% dde I&-

ez gwal yar Esial n

¥iowg Byt gz fuzstst u

€7 Bufs & wog Ha i

Ry edier ¥g mqTfa A& nenu

cater amie foag glfd wg 3718 fuwad 3a i
g8 I 37 g8 I I 32 BT W28

A8 A6 ag87 wea oA HT I

71 frEr 337 mAaT 326 a7ar 3T 12yl

fern o9 3o &t fegw T ? v U3 T fa 393 G5 ¥F <ubwr feuw g5 w3
@wammﬁmﬁlaﬁmmmﬁéﬁ o &% 7 <t &9 ywar
M3 IT MAAT Usat § S 3oF feget & €Fa v —-
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37, gaHI3 i ‘aarat’

forg g & e U6 | feR ev ma HaY €
g™y 3 figr Uer J1geaas S fen famn §
T e T 1 AW e 09, Gnet fer S G
=39t T et 31 fear € &% A gaTEt €
&g, @3, fera M3 I S 8 BT T |
gIe-g3 ©F a3aer &7 feu Aet gvd3
FEAUT, APH-113 39 59 J© & M3 Wt et
NS feT AT IBA ATC 75 | U931 € SHSIT
F vites ufgemr @ Yy gu a5 fegt yg=t 35
Sy &y Jor feu@e o5 | A AIEt St g3 &F gt
97 Hest '3 gtz fonet 3, 3T It €1 83
g9t T8 Ueht S UT TITT ST UC TS |
It @ T35 i, USt 3 &% uRa '3 04,
yrat et 99 75 | ATt feu Adle 59 &9
g Bt At 9% of §a% v efour At garet
g =fgmr gfger 31 ganrg € Hay few
SIRTIHT, §FdPAT 3 aHge Ul Baet T
fo+t § wiet 31 g2t feg ot 3 gfore &t
e muE 795 3 Jot I8 | ™ BaF
3y Ui 2 dtes € 39 3dta gese sfue
I

few 3 Syar H3Y © Wied < fea AN
yaueTJ | fen v ved <t fea gfois Sxer
¥ | gowe iyt gfar fer St §utwee St 83w
g™ Harr 3fJer T | yEt M3 ¥ HS 88 5
I S WAL '8 <3 I° 75 | Fles ©F &t
Sgdae TRy feu iu e AU 5= 9357
Fafeury i a3 & e @3 S+t &<t
feHgy & ud 3t ¥ | fsg e mifant ‘g drer
ger, #ger-wger, firer-famger,

AT HATS

rfonr-gfenm vy Fies U3 '3 gat Afer
J 1 prfee gt feasT uay It faud smeT I,
frgsr feamdt sege &s v g a Ut yaer
32 | feg 7oz &5t fonmret 71 €39 v
wruEt ot fasfonr '3 fugg myd S| e
NS i3 ISURANCT el die fee ArenRe I |

g wfeerst, /3T, garat, uiet, 4,
Taent W3 gEfiyt € yyafeet 'S Gudt oo
ot grat, WaH St #int mieneET § 918 Sar o
Aat anaT feyiat 3 1 Fles @ 99 Uy, geds ©
AYT MRS, HEY ©F 79 88ye, AT StEm g
€33 fafargt et & 8t ¥B83 RSt fugt
3 H'IaT TOHG Aaet MSE fAdt B ITa &
Aret 31 gt € fegn € €3 AT HaY At
wet 7| feg gouret garet § ALE By w3
HTIaT Santat 3 | ragTet few war Hfo vafe
ot fesTat 3uat 99 fear € Hraar Tans et
31 99 ¥t Wy yas fogt 3o Ae f&3dt -3
Sur=t Foret fer duat T 2y At |

fai g& yay € fiar I g4te, 3t foa Quon
39 St Ay § AT | ait gyeTs 3=, 3T Afeat
< yns fagt S @39r=st & 3o puat I Atet
3 | a8t =79 Mya 99 GoBT a9 §¢ | AT fe
A 3¢ foge et mienET J 1 AT foger o A'e,
3+ Qnet ez gA AU fagfen far mis <garr
Hg 9 Aae |

913 JIg €999 {9 Adled ITHat Had'
»ed Halt A3 € A%G-Yg'8 95 AT Harg
geot J | Faled feds et 93 fegaes e @ w3
2t T ae 3% | i feds feg afent fogerra
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&d1 AaeT | 9t F9T3 AT Fa1a St 7 Aaet |
g 7e wéul v feg wu 52 faafermt &t 3w
Cn e s yay © g9t feg desvt aaet 3,
3t At wge T 2% 79 feq ASfER & yAre
g< gieer J1 q€ Y W3 &% ATe 36 M3
FEht T faerge €1 J AT | geaTet € mitie
379 alI33IE M3 fenrfymrarar @ w3t
grgt ATy Ferg few #ifia ©F gour a9e 95 |
919 ArfaaTs €t 1% 91 drF Arfog €t gu's feu

T YgTet g&d J, 7 IHHET H'aT TIHG ddeT
afger | feg »ienEr 3t Yieq © €99 §ger
I 17 fraghot €t fer3 ‘AT a1’ gt 9
319 ArfoeTs © Hies 3% feg et A=,
JiHett, dl93s, aEr fegat M3 AHABIS
IRSPrt froT WS T8 T 1AR ‘s Jt wfow
T TISS ‘G996 STHE ©F ¥8BT HTIT It BY
& i feer 31 Q0 gor=Ts HEHt TRSh,
i fegt farat e foar s, wint o dive

fegrdt w3 nfgamt At T 138 32 foge a3
€1 g9 'Y 991 7 I5 3 FII9 wry ISt
CEgorub
, feat g I fa fafomrn § a9 33
BIIE ST HIS3T '3 93T g JEST I wifemT
31319 &3 &3t faforrat € fiseaae Aear
WU HO1I3 'Y 93 AYJ JI99TEl 8 AT IS5 |
‘ATgT 1Y IHTIT € M J9IEl gIg JaST
T HE M3T dT Ula’ § 88 I Jue I& M3 I
ot SonTel AU 57% HH €9 9¢ I& | Ae afgd
et st et 3 37 few fonet fev a<ts
fomrs yams ger 7 | few fonet feu mew
nee fendiargs 9% Ifev f&ayst, fasdnas
‘TH Ja1 ae €39 T AvEl T g9 'Y Fait
AetdiIferer sy AT e I
AT 39 quS U feaes @B AT & T
Aae M3 fea Auge Auwbya o forondt <t
AT €t ArsT It €7 € must weeT I w3
fen aras It G mifrmma St u@ St S5t
e 3| wnt weer wis fan Guet 3 UH
YauT BT 9 oI ©F 93T yay © HfowT
erarfes a9 fex feduezr A feer 1
A gaT=fanT T #Idie e feg aree
TET Wide € AT guR Uy &9 & farns
s feg Gsvdtnt 5@, w3 a8 ReT BET
fanmar v vrag fege 'Ta AreT AT RIS

a73& fa mieweT '3 st fefaow fem g
593 Ui &3¢ | fen 3gt Avorel #3 Afog A/t
Ig 3@ Aoy € Igdt few gSt AT e ©
aot feg wfyg get e 579 w3 fegrat gar
o yne faat fan fegaqd € Aaat At 3t
9T fimig 2g3ier 2, WA o=l @IS §
It A ferg T edwr oS T | fed fao was
feg graet eraldgds M3 feggaas IS
T8 LI AGY IT YayT T I 5™ AT A
J AT BHTIT T IZC JaT feg H ST HEY THST
wr fo7r, @7 €3 €u Jar o3 fapwr v 1€/
fai goa ot 9ot oot ud et | €8 fan
Y F7 UTEF ©F o &9t awer | 88 fan w3t
WS, 93 9375, T€ 076, € ca'E ©f ael
gt &at | ‘fans fans agg &7 forg”’ €t 913
J Ifeq fai go< g3 AT 2ud &f qet daTfer
aat | fed 3= {598 dl93ds yg A w3 AU
U T 3% T | M3uT BET feg S99 Retyt
3 I f3aT I M3 TT3TT I |

et =g fegret feu faur fopu 9, fa
g e s 1Y fed we 85 3 dt AU 6 |
IRy e fies 3™ AV 8 I It iz &t |
fen € 39 ST I9H IS | SH AUST, ST 8d<T,
fag3 agaT, o5 fenars mrfe €t Agdt #Har
I | S AUGT fer wirt memer 3, frd mirust
T & aat fegas m3 fegasT (93 feu
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@3asn) vias yay & 1 98 & s 3T G3Tat,
W &7 37| W& bffir 99 39 9% Ae get
A4t | HieanT ot ve of € i 5 arfsst
J2ait Irmugug Tt oy fad 23t ? few oot
AT 13 feu {83 omaet g9 o5 feo i Jst
It @39t I3ait | #eT € IS ‘AT Aers
Wt 7185 g9vel’ wig 391t 1 W39 feons T
#7291 | FE AaHT ©f Fait 1w feanrat fage
'3 IHY T Het ua3 TFvet 861 J 1§79 ¥
FTITHIS UT I&5 IfeT ITT aHEST S YT'=
5 Ifeg i, Ao fe3 feg ga a9 g3 d, 15
& AT AN &, Jt Uet 7% AT J9a , Wi
JWAIF, fSIdm3 fmas fes gz a, aen
FOH I o JIdeMTd HET ea o , ald3&, JaT,
MIEH MI YAE Hald fHdt '3 At deat
ity & @3eet T

HE 937 998 Aol | W& Afgd &t afger|
A9 3 ygs J | mranT faqgrg € 73 Agy 31
WySte gt frew J fererivs § &
gt g A3 Agy faar famr 3 | few 3t 3*
HE M3 W fea 38 14T 39 310 &7% Witpwt
U3 BT, f vt 31 &t T 13T Arega 3T
M3 HE H'S UTH SIS T8 © MBI MBIT IR
I& | WS W& <t A W3 A 38 foge &t 3
Y3 | T3t UH 23, WS YT UAT Wa3 I 93 a8
& HMUT 77 | IT HEY UH HE T 3 fage &t
I3t &% feg S umr ugzerIfaer I IHE w3
MTINT IF A ST WUITEIT B Y IS |7ig, 9T,
Iy, g3, Mfaww, fers™, gaew mfe
FET YT WdY 575 Fites g fagehn o |
fea fai €3mma @ Sar Hare' S8 U ¥9 St rae
I | a1 ¥iAT I, SHT AT Hg9 U= IAT
Hara 7 AT foge @8 gyt € feds & me
&, fragt grg €t ogdl ‘g a3 T AuaT e rfemm

faadH g 3t I IR YUt Tt IaIg HE M3
MHIIHT & T8 9% 39 WS feg Tfaag eI
'3 ITE TH YFRTUST JITHS "I T eai |
feT f&3 @ mifem Hard' 39 yas T AT I
et WSy 7aH 3 Uit &at geT 15T at
It A BY IO 1 3o 3T QU AT 3, A 3l
&9 ga=iel I I vuag fem St at QuR T199
goet @ U2 gat A9 787 H&Y M3 I3 38
qrav fUe I8t AT 8T Uy | W7 yaut & It
AHTH W I5 | WH AT i 3 3t em § qgu
A AgY 9T TS | AT 7 WaTs € 99de ©
fuz us fare faor T I HEY WS wied Tea Uy
&3 faor I | H&HT Ieat I 2T gt HiEs HaY
& fogmr & 4 fgar I 13T 7315 ot 3t
319 IY 53 I W37 Trfaont 578 T oR
iy ofg & it et 9 frgwe w2 3t 73
g Ha<eaT get @ffmrd 58 8 S IHdy e
gfoer <t ygfaz § ford | vieg € geas
¥99 € gfig T/3<de 3% et e J1
3 UrShit 'F 39 ST HT'ST 378 JHigt w3
g 73 W fa< yuz 3 Aae 35 | ANS
TTHITIY TS T §I93T @ UF 4TI
Fonret A fogr T 1 947 e 3 999 € e
#iles 95 fa< ur Aae I& ? H&Y AN € MR
W '3 »im yB3T 8, fAE AgSa a8 925
oFie It €9UN J | €9<Sa'H ©F g3 3T BT
fonm I W&y &, g Ae=fea™ M3 RoSyaw
ot gret fa8 femm2ar ? & Wiy w35 a9, 3t
g <t 13 feu few et @ fise & w3
e 3 famar s dt o et J1we e &
g9 v/t @ Ufged 3 €30 €5 T Reg wae
73t € 98 B AN, 3T A9 HATY ST
ufgera F3iar | AT A It Raw fenmit fre ot
Ufge™s a9 Raait 1At A des e feu vz
g5 &% It yuI It T | AT S mener faw
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A Hifear, AT HE, AT 7&edAT M3 A'q
AI™=t I RSt I8 (ISt Ara yfedtt g
o1 /gt 73S § RIZ J9 & fauat erurmarag
Aaet 3% | T Aar3 few wr a et Gur
atet, Hr3T aIm, Hey fimier &at afoer g9
fea g g€ ATET 3| AT | f3wer yanpy er
HE J| 7 A1 HEY WIS "o 578 TH &
Rt I e miraH Bet S 83mfoa d=e,
3t AE&T § ASIad 3 WIHT MTae YuI
J=ar|

i me “a1g <t wirfornr /i3 BRI a9
Hal ©f U8 957 4 AR9 439 feg geer J|
fiy fegrauar & W&t o= A3t § 95
W& 53T & &<t A9 fe3t 31 A=, e,
AET9 T 59 fEaT T 'SR St T A EX
ufoosd etmea Qe 3 1@ BT’
e yn Qoo 31 fogig € Aeg femmdt,
Ra<fa3 AgV & AAfAg a9 & Qurfanm 3 1@
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Balwant Gargi

Cont. from June 08, Issue

Samund Singh came on the stage
for the first time when he was seven
and sang this shabad: ‘Kirt karam ke
vichhure, kar kripa melhu Rama’.
When the learned people of those
times listened to his unusual singing
they predicted a great future for him.
He would sing at annual religious
conferences and gurparbs. As he
grew up he took inspiration and
musical knowledge from other ragis.
‘Bhai Hira Singh and Sant Baba Attar
Singh listened to his kirtan with great
admiration. He was also influenced by
the famous kirtania Bhai Sher Singh
of Gujranwala and Bhai Piara Singh
Rababi.

He married Bibi Daya Kaur in 1917
and settled in Nankana Sahib in 1921
where his devotional art reached its
peak. A star attraction of Gurbani
durbars of those days, he was
appointed the chief Ragi of Nan kana
Sahib Gurdwara.

He educated his four children very
well. Three daughters graduated with
Master’'s degrees. Two of them are
principals of schools, one a senior
teacher, and the only son Harbhajan

BHai SumanD SingH RAGI

Singh an engineer settled in Ameriea.
Samund Singh served at Nankana
Sahib for seven or eight years and
then started his independent Gurbani
singing career. He charmed his
listeners and filled them with spiritual
rasa. Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, his
contemporary and great singer of
thumri and khayal, admired Samund
Singh’s musical genius for elevating
the listeners to a higher plane.
Samund Singh often did a
programme of the Gurbani kirtan at
the All India Radio, Lahore. Even the
Muslims would listen to the
programme for its musical richness
and melodic beauty. He had a large
fan mail. “One such admirer was a
Muslim hakeem who sent letters to my
father from Lahore even after the
Partition,” says Harbhajan Singh.
"Later on | received letters in America
from that hakeem repeatedly asking
about my father's programme and his
musical records and tapes.” Among

-the Sikhs there have been two styles

of singing Gurbani. One in which
ragis give importance to the word
interspersed with explanatory sermons.
Such ragis are quite successful with
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the devotees. The other type lays
emphasis on singing and gives
secondary place to the word. But
Bhai Samund Singh combined the two
elements of word and music with such
melodic richness that he created a
new awareness and magical attraction
of Gurbani. A master of tan palta and
rhythm, he never allowed his singing
to submerge the word. He said, “The
raga adds rasa to the Gurbani. The
more you refine it the greater will be
the rasa."

During the Partition leaving all his
property behind, he had to flee. But
he carried with him the tanpura on
which he played and did the riaz. He
came to Amritsar, stayed there for
two years and settled in Ludhiana. He
did not accept any employment in any
Gurdwara though he was offered the
position of senior ragi at Amritsar in
Harimandir Sahib. He was a, free
spirit and did not like the pressures
of permanent employment. "He lived
by the power of his lung", says his
son Harbhajan Singh who is endowed
with great musical sensitivity and
knowledge of the Gurbani. “He did
not like to bargain for his kirtan. He
would leave it to the sangat or the
committee and accept the offered
money as a blessing of the Guru."

Samund Singh believed that the
Gurbani kirtan should be according to

the rules of ragas and {&as
prescribed by the Gurus. The Gurus
had great knowledge of music and
composed the Bani in an inspired
emotion and time-frame. To Samund
Singh, words and music were
inseparable. But today while studying
Gurbani many researchers and
teachers are totally ignorant of its
musical elements and emotional
metaphysics. Music not only adds
another dimension but injects light
into the word and heightens its
literary and spiritual meaning. Bhai
Kahan Singh of Nabha in his
Mahankosh defines kirtan: “Kirtan is
to celebrate and sing the virtues of
Waheguru in the ragas.” In the “Sikh
Sacred Music”, Bhai Sahib’s singing of
the Bani is described in these words:
“He sings in simplified classical mould,
and balances the emotional effect of
the music with the spiritual appeal of
the word by repeating the phrases
with subtle variations. He has a
melodious voice of considerable
flexibility. His rendering of Sbabads
excels in lyrical refinement. He sings
in medium tempo, creating the illusion
of a placid flow of a stream.”
According to Samund Singh, a Ragi
should have these qualities: high
moral character, love for the Bani,
should understand the meaning of
the word, clear pronunciation, deep
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knowledge of the classical ragas and
ihe tradition, should also understand
the literary, metaphysical and spiritual
elements of the Bani. Only then can
a Bani singer be called a real
kirtania. Samund Singh had these
qualities to perfection.

When he did the kirtan he
visualised the presence of the Guru
believing that he was listening to his
kirtan. For him the kirtan at Nankana
Sahib was not a job but a way of life.
He lived and breathed the kirtan, the
Gurbani, and this was his avocation
as well as his vocation. While doing
the kirtan sometimes he was moved
to tears in ecstacy, specially when he
sang about the separation from the
Guru, yearning for His darshan and
for reunion. He made this
metaphysical truth a physical reality
with such feeling that the audience
would be moved to tears and sobs.

I CH

Music has been given a great
place in the Sikh dharma and the
Gurus made music the medium for
communicating their spiritual message.
Guru Nanak composed, his heavenly
hymns to the accompaniment of the
notes of the rabab played by his
disciple-friend, Bhai Mardana. In the
Janamsakhis these words appear
again and again “Mardania, rabab
chher!” (0 Mardana! strike the notes

on the rabab.) The rabab notes
transported Guru Nanak to his
creative spiritual world. In Gurbani the
shabads specifically mention the raga
and the tala because the Gurus had
deep knowledge and metaphysical
understanding of the power of music.
The Bani set in music is meant to be
sung in a particular way. Its deep
soul-stirring notes, full of yearnings
have assumed a special kirtan style
associated with the Sikh scriptures.
This singing style perfected through
centuries has a distinct flavour and
spiritual import and has become an
essential and basic worship form of
the Almighty. Kirtan has been called
Nirmolik Heera (an invaluable
diamond). Also it has been given a
very high place Kalyug meh kirtan
pardhana. Praising the spiritual
power of the kirtan, it has been
called Taha baikunth jeh kirtan tera
(Your kirtan is as good as heaven)
and also it has been a medium of
mukti, the medium to achieve
salvation; Kar kirtan hoe udhar
(One who does kirtan achieves
salvation). Samund Singh was one
of the rare exponents of this kirtan
tradition and made a spiritual
landmark as the great ragi, rich In
the pure classical style of Gurbani.

Courtesy "The Great Artists of Punjab"”
To be Continued
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forever the Giver of peace.
Meditating in remembrance
on it, Ajaamal was saved,
and Ganika the prostitute
was emancipated. ||1]]
Pause||

Dropadi the princess of
Panchaala remembered the
Lord's Name in the royal
court. The Lord, the
embodiment of mercy,
removed her suffering; thus
His own glory
increased.||1]|

was

That man, who sings the
Praise of the Lord, the
treasure of mercy, has the
help and support of the
Lord. Says Nanak, | have
come to rely .on this. |
seek the Sanctuary of the
Lord.||2]|1]|
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