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contributing to the propagation of Sikh Music.
Dr. Sukhvinder Sikh Sandhu
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Gurbani Kirtan And Kirtaniyas
By Principal Inder Singh Chandigart

As for as I can recall, I was initiated to listening and
even parti ipating in the Gurbani Kirtan ata rather young and
tender age of about 5 years, around the year 1920 or so.

Our family resided at Gurjanwala now divisional head-
quarters in Pakistan and then a district town in the un-partitioned
Punjab. This historic city the birth place of the great Sikh
King, Maharaja Ranjit Singh was an important hub-after
Amritsar & Lahore in the Sikh religious, educational and even.
political affairs. In the educational fieled, Gujanwala even
sloved over Amritsar and Lahore when the very first Khalsa.
School of the coun'ry came into being in 1589, And, it was
cecond only to Amritsar in starting the second Khalsa College, 1n
1917. Tt claimed also the pionier status in holding the first
Sikh Bducational conference which later provided a nucleus in
proliferating the network of Khalsa Schools in w ole of the
Punjab. The slogan being ‘‘wherever the annual session of
the Sikh Educational conference be held, a Khalsa school
must spring vp”’.

It enjoved a special patronage of the renowned divine seer-
Sant Atter Singh Ji of Mastuana fame through his yearly visits
to Gujranwala, And what an impressive figure over 6 feet tall
with a radiantly glowing face and melodious voice he was
endowed with. Indeed a real saintly ‘Nirmohi’ and ‘Tejassvi’
personality, when be recited shabads in ‘Jotian® stylie he alone
in his commanding ione on one side and the whole sangat
repeating the same tbereafter, it created an atmosphere where
in none-may he be a Sikh or sehajdhari-may even muslim could
resist the temptation of joining the chorus. It was in such a
state of ecstacy that [ was complzetely drawn into the vortex of
thc Kirtan, for the first time at the Khalsa Upde:hak college
and orphanage Gurdwara, for which the revived sage have a
special love in his sublime heart.
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Though focated at some distance from the city proper, the
sangat flocked and cornverged from all the curners to the “Yateem’
Khana’, a5 it was popularly called, when Sant ji’ came then on
his periodical visits,

These shaba’s with ‘dharnas’ were ricited with or without
the accompaiment of * dh~lak® and ‘chimia’, plaved on by purely
non-prefessionils  The next such a person to create a lasting
impression on my mind was Baba Sham Singh with bis solo Kirtan
with a violin at the Golden Temple.

Amongst the varicus Ragi Jaibhas, Bhai Sahib Hira Singh
Bhag Singh of Farooka appealed to me for their emotion-filled
Kirtan and build ‘Viyakhwa' interspersed with °sakhis’ from
~ the sikh history. At the age of 10, a niche was thus atched on
my impressionable mind for the quality Kirtan.

Bhai Jawala S'ngh of Tarn Taran had in his Jatha two
tabalchis-probably the only Jatha to have such an innovation.
This ensemble ¢njoyed popularty in late 20's,

Kaka Samurd Singh, later known as Bh. Samund Singh of
Nankanz Sahib, was then coming up as arising star on the
firmament of Gurbani Kictanivas. His emphasis on Kirian in
the prescribed ragas was a special feature,

tn the thirties und early forties, Ragi Jathas of Bh. Santa
Singh and Bhai Chind were in great demand. Where as the former
exc.lled i pure Kirtan, the latter carried the day with his
Kirtan, and expository *Parmans’ from the Gurbani itself.

Ragi Jathas of Bh. Surjon Singh and Bh. Gopal Singh,
though handicapped as sightless, reigned supreme in their days.
The deep sonorous voice of the former endeared him to the
listeners, whereas Kirtan in  melliflnous arnd subdried tone by
the latter was the high light of the latter.

After their pre-ma ure passing away, the central stage in
the Kirtan sphere was occupicd by Prof. Daishan Singbh. His
tugh class Kirtan and scholorly exposition attracted many a fan%
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faair ua tasus
ST. €. Uq. 9%eT

FAAT AT H AT AT W FALEF G061 3T §1 e
FIATE TAT T FEFTA LA § FaOw o\ aw) #7 gern 793,
wia UF @ a@na A v giaw 0 G ¥ giva, ow Fag
F ET T N A, A TdeT a9ar § F7 ga* (q 0F G447 77, FHIE-
&, AAT TANAE &7 o (HWAYT FI

feuz = &1 fasr<e (FF) & gsar wrar g K At

B YEAF A MI-ASEAAT F A HAUT F Fa ofr A @i g

8% & T80, 9 a7 A FT ZEGAE 41 g1 7 g, /g

YEIE & 55 qGH §, THE FAd WY qzdl £ 1 AT T F A9gmE
GO NCOOeO0C000SCooEcCoOS00RORCOo0ooDCOosR505505008 L ®:

%2t his sessicis, Bh., Hurbans Singh of Figidhari with his
mellow tuncs has been a cl 'se second to Prof. Darshan Singh,

Qualitity Kirtan by Ragi Jathas of Bh. Bakhshish Singh, Bbh.
Santa Singh Chamak Bh. Gurmel Singh, Rangila Ji, Tanji, Rasia
Ji, and few others passes before me in a Kaledioscopie magner.

These days, Dr. Jagir Singh’s Jatha gives quite a distinctive
Kirtan performance in sehaj and ‘sfgg"@’ stile in a well con-
trolled and modulated even tone.

The inducting of Kirtan Darbars has, no doubt, whe:ted
the opetite of the Kirtan Premis but I may be pardened to say
that this bas given a money spining twist and has thus piomoted

more a cule of 397 then the intrinsic impart of the ‘ dla3t’
and “HR @feE  of the divinity.

Lastly, there is a dive need introduce & add mew modern
musical instrument by our respected ragis to lessen the monoply
enjoyed by the harmonium. Guru Nanak, Dev J[i’s historic
rabab the most musical-sarangi-etc. are sure to heighten the
effect. *
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