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o Gast U9t feg ger & at §a7 © i@
afgg a3t aret) few 39t few € ge39
gt gy fave aret) g few e @ =5
JaMg ' §5 T JIT AT AAET ATl mdT
feg aet AT Atz € arfed
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TIHEHH § 93T AL € Ao et
g g3 UfAg IJI€ A5 MAs feg
TIHSEH ATHIST AT € Regy § udt
Iy QAo IIx few wmANTE T

fed 3x H9 & wurt get
g9'9d g€t J1 €4 U'H 33T Iar Haitg
fes o =& IIa Ha < Afgst gox
I HIaq geselr Ifger I fie ==
HO® dat & fem € Aarg & gdt u3is
get J1 feg <t few A € yGar AR3dt
frontg, gofia A9, HOM HaNg w3 wE
39 fa g€ a< 89 oz feg St ¥
3T | faor I A99 I9S Irfes Ast
€ I91®% gdieg 3T JoHstHH & few 439
feg St »ust Hoa® g g7et J1 IES
arfeat € f3 w3t Higet ons, I&™
MBT M3 ATHIZ AW TIdT A=RS arfear
€ HO3IT AST ¥ IHAST <t feo
IJIHstH Ot faor I few A € 9z
€ »OMs & Bagdr feq Aet 3 S Adt

g3 dar 31 few mi° S9vs few &
gu few i mEhdt & fesT @aes
ey M3 AaT9 TISHS & faw 9
AH € J M3 &7 df § Aaer I .
fenmamﬂa’rmfeamnﬁw
e*e’fm@haﬁqama@vuuﬁaua‘r
mmegufevmwfe»rraj
€9 IFFT yus I ads It few 7 H
e Ayt feu Iadtes I3 A & &5as
& =wge < mfeur gt 91 few &
fegrer few 3 sH<t Iret gda os A
Uegs & fem fevw ot AT dig™ A7 Ax=T
J1 few 7 € Fen3 § fea st femr
ygrs Jt3t I feg feo o & we
dystar I fa goHahHH & dIf af 97
g & Uger di3 I w3 few
Sa=® g=four JI
grragl, Adils fea7ar,
Ul gaiedinet, uieH s
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Jor fagrew € &S IY Halg Jigt

few few yad fwser J1 Ufs3 »iur g@nt
owrgr IfGT  IOT ABUTINGT MEAT
o1 fagew feg omt g9 Hu I9 I5|
few few v & afo 3 fonrm ifewr fomr
¥ fowr few uw ==t 3 o1 Aol B9 I
few grar <t ufgst deq 9! feo afsae
»aT U9s dd6 BT A IBAES AHS
foyet e egr gar 71 fem few a1 3
&5 =99 A9 35 fam €@ few@e & amar
g@lgig Ager J| feg gar AR arfenr
#er 31 fen § yas gv feu ge T food
& wde wr@er J)1 Ufsz #t g It
gfeg aar dfgar wgna fages g
feg A9 HU §9 J° I3 fen few o =<t
Iy et p@derdifenfesar 3 &
g2 Tdd AT I5| feg T AT 2T
arfenr wfer 31 Ufs3 »fur ISHT T
at afes arar dfgawd wgHT HE
Wi Steg Adt §9 A93 Adt Wifa1 o
a1 et ATt I J93 fawem 3o
fan gar fev v ¥ 3 &t AI =g
AT y&ar g€ I8 3 fAam feg o =<t @
3 a1 Aot g9 Jger T €W § fawrew gar
wye 35| Ufsg 3v3ds gwor afes
mfgae Tar HAST MZAT A T IT H, U
U, 5H,&T,UN, I HJ Al fov yag
fegeg garJerd femfew U =o w9
Jer 31 feg RS9 *F arfewr wer T w3
g3" Hed aeT J1

9 fag=g

Wo % @ Jigadt & Jar fages €
fer yarg T9ae f&3r 71 89 Ufsa &
Jar AT 159t AIrEet few 12 grer
T 75 7AW 9T OF TIINIS SIT T I
dhua g 3 fagres § 769 Jwar Hiemr
g1 Usdta fess & mue g Ioed
162 FIgel feg 19 W& Ha 95 3 dT9
N 3 gurest § wew grar Hfewt J
fegst & ot gar weT few Far-garet
Fgaitage € fiutz § Wafent Jfent gmar
seaaae ot fagrest § geret Wiemr I
3 T viFat feu 20 W& viafeut Jfemt
deg N5 3 &Fesl § AsW gar Hfemr
JI lds & o ayer feu 9 W®
Hafent Jfemt de9 W8 3T a3<at §
78W A& a1 Mfewr I feast 3 gme
gege & wigy femsw few &a=ar 70
Jrart € g9ur a3t ¥ 3 §FEST 9T °r
gt TIaT TI3T T IHT HSW &
ASoNBasTaul 169t "3Eer few 20
W& Hafent dfemt o5t 3 63 AaW Jar
<t @3ust Hat 7 3 Ht iE 3 /=St §
AW Jar Hiewr 31 UfsT Aiva® § awar
fegu 1610 gin<t fev 23 W& Mafout
Jfenit HESt WS 3 IJBT § 7T T
Wfewr J1 Jdfsz fewmdeyut &
ggoesyaiaar 1670 W<t few 19
WS Hafewt dfemt it aor vow W8 3
BBl § 75w Far Hfewm 1 waaAr
ITHIe® IHS & WU IJE HaI
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g 1783 €inst few 10 "ad WE
Hafent 3fent Imrest We 3 Iw=st §
H7&W Irar Hfswm T

gy feeest v fegg T fa dAais
Udn'g € J937 Ufsz »Ies & 1615
m%mwm?m
qi3T yg I3 feves few fevw &5
WRIMZ A& | st er fegw § fa wiss
3 ufast Gt fawew 75 Hu A @ Fu
few yug feu At fa€@ 7 gaat urfear
R IMH 3 »IEt oAt e < wrufea
feg=es ge € mrs ot o) few 3 fast
"l YAS (1300 EW<T Zargan fHigh 3
93t Haltg few aet &< gmar, I® I
At e fsanre digr Qoat § Tow @
Atz 3 <t yfidt o At 3 Quat @
a9s S G detg 3 €w Hails e
YT Jer <t gafea oiz At few feow
o uret Addt d=9 fidies fiw =swes
A9 -1 UsT 12 3 fowe a5 fa
Aotz fefgomargt e afger T fa wile
YRd & 97931 Haltg ©F Hu we ¥ 6 J
At 3 | »f o IEt we I @n § fomar
d dts 3 & § gov 3T yIfsg Hu g
A A T fages g I €w § €39
93t Haltg € Yuar e Wy ge mafuz
a3l few aw 3 ot €36t 3 Sust gt
Hal3 @™ AA3T 3 YGdT e WAT 9T
fionr fa &3 ot AN feg €9 & et 5=
IEPHT | Tt Haltg € JfEt or wfeis aT
él?f%wsnnfaaai‘w&'ﬁu%aﬁé
femr @ e =7 »iw wt wifgss Far
HAdt & 93T Ufsa gv3ds § af ufosr
syq afde It fAam & »im € T=t ge
& HU g2 &7 Vs q fawes g § Hu

g2 Hfewr 31 »fF fiensrat daits Yot
fev fas=es @ n=et § ot du musw
Hfenm afer § 7 fa ydts w3 o T
fes Hu muza F@aieit AE § wufaa
mwammmamm
J&, € ANS At

g% 39 feves fages ge &t JT §
fen 3g° <t AUEe FET I5 fa F9T @
HIH IH (A7 T FEt ge) < gat
WdeaT, | fawe § wdfsa e ¥ @
»gg a3t 7t 3, €0 fagew ge € ot
A<9 gee U5 few 3 fast g9 3
A'dale< € A3 H 9EI Hg3t go<3t I
rerfuz & & €7 § ufost mgst Stear 3
Aefyz &igr A I It fages ge ot
ge #ier 71 gy feees it gdtew 3
IBAs AN <t fedt g yefsg Mise
51 €33t Aaits bt bt it
& FeyET TEr w9 EIHeEl € I
feg #iyg voow &9 Y3V fiw < &
fear ¥alts fewd dimet aa=ret fam @
IBAGU HAI A9 dJg <f 39&T det 3
En feu fawew § I Fu g ifewr
forir| feg ues™ © a=9 yiue 9 3
1813 €<t few a3 »mst dfw <t
39T digt few feu fames § ufost =9
HU Au3a € gy few )ifewmr T Sy
Aotz few St dlodagrgas e, &
fases e &t mgu 3, 93 y&fsa T
fer 3 fast Ut daitz e & mA-Aee
Aas fases ge ot 31 7 wufsa %
€ WU feves ge-gar F9ditaes ©
feanrar Ufs3 feng sofes 3ds #t &
Tyt Hallg dust € 72 et feg 10
get § gfenr 3 fages § Hu Ausa
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fifswr) Ufsg I3 #t €99 s
Aaitg ar dAafauz fefgow few Usr 55
3 fasyd a5 fa waorgar faaw uw
fsgaz wage otz feess Ufsa »iur
oAt & Wud Jig  HaN3 aeuTaHigd
feg 11 n3at few few <9ditass e
IIa5e aizr I 3 fames § It Hu Ausa
wag Mifeur 31 Ufsg #t few unsa @
yar 58 3 faue 75 fa sus@ € 99
MH. 3" MBt 4t & HIESSIMI  JiF
€t Qag I fev 93T &1t 3 few ot
o3t § usafonm) @31t met few o
fomasr & foww fEyz gAr HIS=Yds
g ‘Tor IBUH’ T IBA3 feg HEr
1842 & yams Ifewr) few 3w feg &t
fazes § It §u Auza Hfewr fapar 31

At fewsaig g€ dust & ‘grar
fewraas’ feu gu fases o T9ss <t
fé3r I, 7 <99 Ayss 73t e gar I
A<J A'd HU, <<t I Al U 3 it fes
T10TF 11 A 3T IJI MIT- AT AN
UTSHINMSIT -ASTUNHITHI
€3t gor WIhy fazres 3 JT <t
fagres € yaat e s SA3T-J| Iar
fegrest fam § €37 s fames
i 3, fea 339 fiygs At @ Jar T
T H A=TEl A, AMF A=9 10 3 11-30
o 3 I &2 fowe I9 AT A= T I5|
TE MIT - AT T IHNUTS HI
MIGT - A STUTSTUNHNIIHNT
"l

gar fages ge o wfigw gar § 3
fer & Hu fages & s 2 3 #7er
JI 73t fyes 3 A9 It HU A9 yGar
Jd< aads Jar o fea wmuysr Syar ot

I8 gfemr Ifger JI R, [T H a1, T ar
HUHILUTSAITYU, TUNHI,
FAINUTUNT, I A WA fages @
A<d 93T fOig € »Mu9 AT I35 3 few
IIr B yu9 3 yAg efrmt 3 femrrer
3T \rer gdter At ug Ufs3 37343 #t
3 Ufsz fewd fedrgd usAag #AT #
wufea o feg FI3ta HIN3 & UdT
Aartgtads € faaurar #& AT I3, fegt
daaret & St fagres § mue JEt fev
feRw Aas &t &3 J) ue=eus #t 3
J9 <t gy Juaer & fas=es < & I
medtr fasres e It udle 3 gent
fegtut a5 | Galeafmeyt € Hails ABEAT
feg St famrer q9a eI fages dt
NS a3 faur 31 few got § Was <t
83 J) fages € aEt ya9 ysiead 76
fae »wdbwr fages, mAouder faores,
gag fagres, o<font fases, wvHal
fames, wifedt fagres, pinr fawes,
fagrar fesv=s, gor fag=s, €vs
fagres, anet fages, aaest fages,
fames »fe

JoHf3 feits € dtnt feg "t ws
gvet Arfag 3aed <19 fiw A € ‘Ton3
o3 ug g Jta st 81 UaT 27
»gHd fasres JoHfag feig few dae o
U39 J| ‘B83 fages ar<at Must »ust
gifg’| e<fost 3 pueet s F fag=s
Jer 31 g9z "3 feu fawew U39 <t
fégr I, 43z Jost W3t feu famest
garet & et fas=s Hae 76 A a83
3| fagrest 993 W3 few 39T < &7 JI
JoHs W3 feg fI5s & Tt Wat i
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VS Faed §9s fw & ‘Jons Hai3
@ 7= Jia MEt &7 U&T 28 WEHG aUr
gifge fag ma’ fes fefumr I fa
fagres gar 99 ©F U39 J| a9 9T
it fegear @@ 9 sz ufed fag 3
3¢ Fe 9 feu avs €8 W3 ¥ J8 5%
at ot fouae a9a fieer =wger 9, WA
fegrew o1 J, fiygs 7 3 fes € ufad
ufgg ar=ter 31 ‘gT Yo Soue’ few 9
o 129 ffienr 31 U ‘Be 3@ M’ fev
fi3% & gare! fases o9a feut 1 59
g9 tez I, Tt ieg At due Ji
ufgg fes 93 ar<ter J1 afgne deadr
ftg & fag=g gser J1 391 T feu
fages & 39@ = U39 fafrr 31 Gt
% fgm~ew € 14 3¢ <t &3 g5 A< HU
fazres, Mea fages, Fas fages,
wifest fesres wfel gt ag fiw
9T & ‘Hos oW fev T faw=s §
fex fryas wat @ @t e J, fan
feg A9 A HU I&| <l §IA ATl
oW 3 3 for @ arfe o 3@ fes @
oa ufgg ©F #9g J| wéT IeE € I8
fer @ ar@e o dt3 I e difde
frw Waryst € uRsa ‘fEstns
gemias’ fugfaa #s iy dlegs’ feu
g1 fases T yufs3d Agy, AT A'J HU,
73t fugs 3 AT fes e gar ufag fesr
31 et gat=afret ufersT <& yarfag
‘T weAetasutstir we fiufeaw 2. 2,
0: 173-174 wgng few & ydts &
fezrest 31 €34 feits Uust few 198t
et v ufod fon 3 feges § »uw
mrzT e wror O fEeTes € AR9

AU3d UeHt Aeit3 € At AT AOS &%
fmer J1 gar v few few § So= &t
grarst ¥ifemr #fer 31 ug ww feg
faseg gz € Wy 3ar J1 Iar HET feg
graret Wfomr farwr § ug #»a feg
fawres gre @ Wy 9T I| 9T HET feg
fames & S9= & U39 <t e J we
win fegt € g € Hat WIEw fegt fev
et Ay &t fages AIRT T I I F
it Z9s I FEst &G arfen weT J
few gar § gt € Watfent few »aAe
QT 51 IG FEA e HI, I MHIEH
#t, 39 avew Hft, I MIns €< Hf I
g9 397 5oe9 7t € 170 3 <U mEw few
gar few 3fez o) few e =<t 4=
freredt Srg JIMdT - AT A, H Y, T,
S RIMSIT - A ST, U, HaIr,d Al
Ugg - I, TIHT YU, Hal, HT HI

JrHf3 feig € Irfea draat fed
Jeng 3 firw & ‘At a1g J@ Arfow gmar
Fgsesl A3 Feee fiw Jduee & ‘A9
fivge feita’ Iar-6, fimius fers i
& ‘ganz WIg Aee’ svar-1, IrEr
me3g fw gevds fiw & ‘Yeis @3
JIseEY, FIed farns fiw wgeae &
‘greETet FAN3’, 3@l JdSH fw &
‘wrfe 9@ o aW’ 3 I A HItT
g3t 3@ A<<t cans 3 J9 feeewt &
St gar T yefes gy at fésr 31 fem
or =t ieg I freet diue 9T T9s
@3gtar =vel gar I Wi e yGer
wag feu <9z a9 & Ia<T HYds w3t
Hoe &% wedmr fas<s € Agu 8§
Her JITUNHNTATITUT YN,
feg Awed Forstt wEater fages e
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Agy fammer AuRe d9etdt 3§ 3 Fe
wedg feg du9 9fAaz J9a 99 g9 W
g H § H AST &F d'< I+ = wmdtar
fagres at ferer &89 w9 €39far
fee A fome B S YA T F TU N
&% weatnr fasres €7 Agyu dt
g | U7 fag=es feu yo=ior feg dua
& HT T YRS B T A XA, T AN
UM, TUHYUNWG,Ta Hal,TH
fext AEd AT € Y&EdT 5% JI9T faues
g Agy frwmer AURE § AfeT J1 @39
feS VTR, USAETY,TSHT
F&TUTUN T feg AST Ajo &
yGiar fases a9 e Agy fouee 51 A
ywfea Jut € wug '3 fages € fen
qusrarg ngy § fenfes gy few W

yarfes Woer gt 3 fed <t fedt mAgy

fegr ar fagor I

gorfg feis few g1 fasey fea
ysfs3 3 Wise yas g €t Bt fev
wQer ft dt g9 »ens € # I
& "t wou9 mrfoy wiigna fey 7 e
ot & Hfgwrer afew sitat, 7 g€ S
St 98t o oot I, € feg wmAr & T9
3 e fages St S@atnt § <
rgfug atar 3 we < feo Sadt f3s
di93s A=T Fde I&| fag=m § fex
HIT®HET Jvar HfewT |Afer 7 3 yutat 3
et feg fagres gar fev aless
g3& < <t ygr J| ' |




o fade <Rfaan

T 999 H SE g o g
F S g ¥, 4 fRvA werRw %
FE A qEd H 99 GAE gt ot
9 ¥ AR Pl 85 W Hl I T
& IR W g R sl @,
o 3% WY Wi AN w9 q T E,
IR SR 39 TN ¥ qE9@ W USd 919
FEAE § W@ @R e g % K@ R
3R yEg 99 9% Tt @ Se aw 6
dJeen SR wita & Ut 39 g § @

Y. fFv weR &1 WM T QW gh
¥ 3fd S 21 T 9% 9@ 92 e
F 9N W Hal, fadt wd ? afes
4. fFym RS F SR A, @Ee q@
% A F§ el $9eR 3fw 3, I
R -gEd & e d T ¥ ave @ga
uE T 9% 9% fF 4. feEvm meRe @
S 9 Fad d9d & e HoOga,
dfcss TRl H off d@ HI TA B9,
BRH WY et | 1923 Hit HiFr S
H ARG & HaR 9 A I 4. fHvH
RS & 9 T §4m & o fF 3 3
IR Fifla & Ia@ AW F =T H
&1 w9 et ® amu fyar R werw ek
% foea qea aKk® 4. %S WS
IT& gfaw @ 30 Aifed 4 fF =i

gy T FTA, AfRT
¥E qedt @ A

fewm meRS & R & W faan s§
fi T a1 o9 A qed &t g off IR
WRAE & e # 9fasd &1 78
TAAEIGE TG S @ 911 SRE W fF,
T o G 3R ueEsll & Wi W
@ ww @ fF I@ @ @ 4 fHwm
RIS A qee W AfHER e g6h
I% 39 dad 3 G & &4 ¥ wan R
gfawr & S dgude faw, IW& U@ 4
@ 9 ¢ R 3% a9 g gm R
39 qeafdal 3R FHeRIAl | SRl deel
g AR § 3 3R S W fE ami
R aeE SAYNH qEen s &, U, fhe
TR A 99RY A &1 Jad9 T T
ftbd & TTEY JEUNUH deal Hl wifd
fra wget Rk foed & @ 3 WA
WER & ) IR TE@A YE I AR
g e fRdt galga o gara |
FAR TET W T8 oo of foF T W]
e Wt qeeERE gY, WRM 7 36
&1 & e 3R g d e &1 AW
wifra fean e mre &1 fore
afba & o1 fF IRH TN TR & T
A 91 9 d9d @l e a/E o ®9
H 39 e wiE fFa & Fask &
THA qael aed dig gwell § F fad
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R T Sfew I TR g e
I B T 3 1000 ¥ W e ok
u—foRw § Ry oF e qeen A
FEiwE % Arha U, e weRs 3 fad
A T Fo H AE R u A e
¥ g% FHHaEl wfad @, S WeAR %
el § Igae fafom @ 3 uR ot
dod & gfad 76 My I SR e @
Y WS Y S & g H oS wm
fF IRM 65—70 WA TH U W FY
el A R @E | @ AR 3K qo
& TR fomm wfag el it dfe 3
feym WeRS @l 3mq sl @ S St
St 7A faen, 9% OWRIG: 3T ARl
% & fae g 4. fevm weRS A fagk
T9d & WIgR 4 dfes W wfq,
& W iR A 9 feadt fermell d
@ @A a Ul

T § TRE W Gifed HN 3%
A foedt # wFar o, @ TiaeR fad
AT AFQ A | AR AU Higar ‘HA ®
W ™, T W ™ R OgI ©d
AR ag 7 IS IR T @ o

g H 9 R a9 & wads 4. fevm
TR H IWE S G 3o TH HW
® fF 3 ®ff 376 W & I |
T A1 6 BT F ®wE, WA T, qT&A
@ yyra 3R At e S Afwe
F) W Jgaisli H Wit gHe F W
9 @ 7% ® 5 IR el foan & ae
¥ wWem q q@ gEd uRd w1 AW
TRafad FA 9@ 3 HE A SETR
e fak fea @ fen, foa W=
3 W 7@ f5 T ww 3 A
# A TF FEFHT § dEe a9H T A
3k =& Rl F 9. R wafea R
qad w1 W e fean A Qg 6 PR
A TE TR qFH daden 6 9 91}
& o v werRe @ €, dfed &
ff do I S T, 399 AW H WK
T 7 & GHM | FEAR H AR Qe R
grYe vl g, weg 7 SR AR,
A7l gHq Id, W81 a7 H GRI
a9 FS W @ W ¢ 1 R were
3R TER &1 Wy, IwA @ W f
g AR &t 7 @R
(3 yrE q y=are qfEd)
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FIdT deal, A< Wifgd & SO H
Tulg AR fig W W@ Ho™ R
€l 7 et % veg o 9% R fagm
T F WE G W R A TE I
dHR whel Tafew e § gEd e
H B AR TeR foam & B faw
U FeEd B g0 ae wiard s ¥ A
W G ae w H A @ F A §owcH
WA & I AR H RS AR &
¥ g fear an fidige ek fdg A
Fa fF A & W% @ow <aH
TRH HYEES 9d 9 9%hE e ¥
T R g 81 deen 3R TRAITEH
# off 3/ gt T HWeRd wES ¥ I
T&E F HY HiaT HA Bl ARl 9gd HH

wid 9 Tfee § e ¥ den-ves ®

TESigE 3Q i R gl gl
- 3 fgder, 2000 & W AUAM H
yffes foen Fe-ge = W @ T F

A &l 3™, B Aol
H fqur : ey fug

¥ Y gAAM TC 9% Y0 aE Wy ke
i o 8 S ®) few fagm @ @wE
A HA aTell 98 oedl SEER 41
oifer e, sfer W &1 S &
el ¥ T AR, H df 9« A1 €
®ON §, &1 <9 fdg @ o dHe @l
IR g1 aee e fd da e TR
fizs feam ol ¥ REMt wT W@ @
oo fER 9y ¥F ¥ AW @l § 1 SHE
W gAY qEe, SRAIMIE 9 @i A
¥ i g
b o A 1 5 G S A | R £
gt @ fuar eoifdR fide wuErad| afemi
¥ FIER W W aRIE H AR FA E,
ITH FA ST F FRU & ITH T W
TE o §1 M H WA & R oW
F WA % Y § a1 €, S A R
FH A T, 3% gw T faewd, 3 84
F e § w3 wa ¥ i
(3% 9T @ y3are qiEd)




Balwant Gargi

In the Sikh Educational conference
held in Buta Singh di Saran at
Rawalpindi in 1929 there was a
competition of Gurbani Raga Vidya.
Such competitions at annual religious
and education festivals were common
those days. In the Kirtan Darbar the
judges always had sound knowledge
of classical music and Gurbani.

Samund Singh who had a
haunting voice was announced as
the best ragi. He had a rare
magically rich voice which could
scale down to the lowest kharaj
(base) and go up the tar saptak
(third octave) with ease and grace.
He was appointed as the Hazoori
Ragi of Nankana Sahib, a rare
honour. He came on the scene with

amazing freshness and was
immediately acknowledged as the
master ragi.

What was his speciality in singing
Gurbani? _

It was at many levels-literal
meaning and interpretation of the
Shabad in philosophical terms,
religious depth, emotion, feeling, and
its spiritual import and mass appeal.
One must add to these his musical

BHal SumanD SINGH RAal

projection of the ragas, complex
patterns of notes and rhythms in the
classical mould and the special
traditional Gurbani, singing with a
new power and search.

While doing viakhya
(interpretation) he would relate one
tuk (verse) with the other of a
similar vichar (idea) and weave the
inspired lines of other religions to
concentrate attention on the
Shabad. He would quote from the
Gita and the Shastras, enlargillg
the meaning of the Shabad. He
would, .as if by a strong torch,
focus the light on the Shabad, and
make the spiritual sayings of the
saints and prophets of other
religions visible by  the
overwhelming light of his Kirtan. A
pastmaster in relating one fuk with
the other, weaving in quotations,
enriching the texture, he would
evoke the spiritual rasa in the
congregations.

In musical terms his genius lay
in changing the ragas midstream
while keeping the same words of
the Shabad so that the continuity of
the Shabad was not broken. For
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example, he would start a Shabad
in the Asa Ragani, early morning at
4 o'clock, the Amrit-vela when the
stars in the sky are twinkling. While
singing the Shabad, immersed in
its rhythm and the beauty of its
lines, inspired by its spiritual and
musical nectar, he would realise
that the sky had turned pearl-pale
and that it was dawn. He would
change the ragani into Bhairav
Raga, melt the raga into the
previous ragani by a subtle and
musical blend that was unique to
him. The shift would rarely be
noticed. It was like the morning sky
colours melting into each other.
From Bhairav he may fade into
Bhairavi as the time changed, and
then into Asawari, the beautiful
morning melody at, 7 o’clock.
Indian ragas are strictly prescribed
timewise.

The g'reat Samund Singh would
sing the Shabad in the prescribed
raga-time without any change of the
Shabad. This unique quality, the
quality of a great musician, was his
gift to the musical traditions of
singing Gurbani. Earlier master ragis
had done the same. For example,
Bhai Chand Khan and Bhai Chanan
Khan, the Rababis of the Harimandir
Sahib, also practiced the same raga-
ragani change as a continuity of the

Shabad. But Bhai Chand Khan did
not have the richness of voice, and
that rare blend of word and voice
which Samund Singh possessed.
Samund Singh hypnotised the
masses as well as the learned. The
innocent women, the devoted,
unlettered. shopkeepers as well as
the highly intelligent and
sophisticated classical musicians and
learned Gurbani scholars were all
touched and moved. ;

By his dazzling voice and
knowledge he did Kirtan in. the
ﬁure classical tradition. In his
singing he projected the deep inner
feeling of the ragas, their very
essence and power, the joy of
soaring high in the musical
firmament and coming to the sam
as if by a surprise. The
knowledgeable swayed their heads
and murmered in ecstacy confirming
the sam. The musical rhythm and
notes bound the audience to him.

In 1945, in Lahore, 1 was working
as an artist at All India Radio. Top
musicians, courtesans, writers and
drama producers came there. It was
the central place for the top artists
to perform, because the radio was
the only source of mass
communication, though it had just
started and was almost in its infancy.
But it attracted the top talent of
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‘singers and performers. | would see
Malika Pukhraj flashing a large
diamond-studded nose ring singing in
the studio. And Shamshad Bai and
- «Surinder Kaur and Bade Ghulam Ali
Khan. | passed through the studio
and heard a rich-timbered voice. It
had a nasal quality, very familiar. |
- asked, “Was it Saigal's new song?”
Someone told me, “It's Bhai Samund
Singh.” | was amazed. Who could
have such a voice? Such richness
and such a magical attraction? Most
ragis sang Gurbani, many of them'in
my village had hoarse voices and
lacked sweetness. But here was a
voice which hypnotised me. | walked
into the room and found Samund
Singh sitting cross-legged in a white
turban, white chooridars, and a fawn-
coloured waistcoat. He had a flowing
jet-black beard and bluish grey eyes
with a marble glaze. He was singing.
I R
Samund Singh was born in village
Mulla Hamza, District Montgomery
(now in Pakistan) on January 1st,
1900.* .
The village was on the bank of
a tributary’of Ravi, one of the five

rivers of the Panjab. His father,
Hazoor Singh, was a forest officer
in. the famous jungles of ChhJnga-
Maanga. Hazoor Singh was,a known
kirtan-kar of those times and had
learnt singing Gurbani from Mahant
Sham Singh, a known ragi of late
19th century. SamundSingh’s
grandmother Mata Sada Kaur, a
great devotee, used to chant
Sukhmani Sahib five times every
day. Hazoor Singh did the kirtan on
the taoos, a stringed instrument of
the rabab family, and his brother
Gurdit Singh played on the tabla. In
this musical cradle, Samund Singh
opened his eyes and the first
words he listened to as an infant
were the Gurbani Shabad sung
melodiously in his house. Samund
Singh once told me, “My father
would make me lie in his lap and
do the kirtan in the house, the
daily spiritual riaz and | would
sleep in his lap listening to the
kirtan. At the age of three my
father asked me to sing with him.
| would croon in my child-voice and
join him while he sang in a rich
resounding voice.”

* Paramjot Singh a disciple of Bhai Sahib, in his dedicatory tract (“Bhai Sahib Bhai
Samund Singh ji A famous Devotional Singer”) fixes the date of birth as 3rd March
1900, but Harbhajan Singh in a handwritten letter to me dated 15th Nov. 1984, points
out that date of birth was 1st January 1900.

Courtesy "The Great Artists of Punjab”

To be Continued
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Ho-faut @8 mee & »og

The Lord of the World
abides in my mind and
body. Friend of the meek,

Lover of His devotees,

forever and ever merciful.
[11]| Pause||

In the beginning, in the end
and in the middle, You
alone exist, God; there is
none other than You. He is
totally permeating and
pervading all worlds; He is
the One and only Lord and
Master. ||1]]

With my ears | hear God's
Praises, and with my eyes
| behold the Blessed Vision
of His Darshan; with my
tongue | sing the Lord's
Glorious Praises. Nanak is
forever a sacrifice to You;
please, bless me with Your
Name. |[2[3]|8]|6]|14]|
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