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Ragi Jatha of
Bhai Dharm Singh Zakhmi

— Dr. Jagir Singh

The Ragi Jatha of Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi was associa-
ted with the Rababi tradition of kirtan. This tradition goes
back to the days of Bhai Mardana Bhai Satta-Balwand, Bhai
Babak, Bhei Lal, Bhai Chand have been famous iababis of
this tradion. The Jatha of Bhai Dharm Singh Zakhmi has
earned a good name for itself in the recent years.

The rababi-singers had devoted their entire lives to the cause
of music. Many a time they revolied even against 1heir benfiac-
tors, specially, when their self resoect was burt. That is why,
some of the people who are dogmatic in their approach and
are not fully aware of the greatness of music, have created
many misgivings regarding the rebabis and have tried to
tarnish their image. But in the words of Bhai Ardaman Singh
of Bagrian ‘They, the rababi, were ¢€xperis of high digree in
the music and the Gurbani Kirtan. Apart from ‘this, they
stand at a higher ranking in their devotion, love and faith-
fullness than, many a ‘kirtan selling’, but untouched by the
art of singing, present day ragis.’

The above words are true for Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi
also. Even though he was a rababi, he took Amrit in 1947 and
became a complete Sikh, there by not allowing any staunch
sikh to say any thing against him, He used to recite the
Gurbani with full devotion and his kirtan had a high place in
the world of music.

The jatha of Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi consisted of his
family only, He belonged to village Manko in district
Jalandhar. This village is situated near Sham Churasi. the
birth place of famouse singers Nazaqt Ali; Slamat Ali Khan.
That is why Zakhmi is offen reffered to as Sham Churasi
wala’ or belonging to Sham Churasi.
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Before 1947, he used to perform Rirtan alone, while accom-
paaing Sant Kamli wale. Though the art of music is a family
tradition with him, still he got regular traingin music frem

prof. Darshan Singh Komal. Zakhmi was very hard working.
He would study non-stop. He studied privatly uy to B. A.

When his brothers grew up and able to perform kirtan he
formed his own jatha. His brother, Shamsher Singh was also
very good at singing. One of the companion used to play on
Tabla and an other on Dilruba. Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi,
himself was good at explaining.

In the begining they used to perform Kirtan into Punjab
only. later on they began to visit other state of India for
performing kirtan, Hi, Jatha became very popular at Bombay.
They Performed their Kirtan at Bombay for about six months
and later on the Sangat of that place would call them off and
on for Kirtan at various functions. During those day the Jatha
became very popular that their programmes used to be booked
for upto three years in advance. This Jatha used to received
upto two thousand rupees as offerings for their Kirtan at a
time when wheat would sell for one rupee per mound. |

The Jatha did not perform Kirtan in popular tunes as some

of Jathas of present days do, but used ouly classical style of
ragas. In the begining of Shabad Chowki, they would first
sing hymns in pure raga and the bigger, tals, jater on they
used to sing hymns in light | classical style of the same raga.
They tried to maintain the atmosphere of one raga during
whole of a chawki. This ragi jatha was capable of performing
kertan for five hours at a strech. References were quoted
while explaing during the kirtan. Therefore general audience
could also enjov there kirtan along with the listeners of a spec
ial class.

This ragi jatha had a rare quality of excellent cordination,
They had specialised in performing the Sam of the the tal in
unison time and again while rendering a singing recital. Bhai
Dharam Singh Zakhmi did not take up service in any gurdwa-
ra during his life time. He Politely turn down such offer,
when. once it was made by the S.G, P.C. He was of the veiw
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that by doing this the jatha will lose its respect. Service could
have not proved financially sound proposition cither; because
he used to always have his Jusy scheduled of booked programm
es of reciting kirtan for the home as well as foriegn Sangat.

Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi was very polite by nature. He
would please everyone even during routine conversation. In
monetary affairs he had an open mind.

This ragi jatha recieved the rababi style of Kirtan. The
hymns sung by this jatha for the gramophone discs recorded

by the Guru Nanak Foundation will always have respectable
place in Indian music, Sons of Bhap Dharam Singh Zakhmi

continue reciting kirtan even after the demise of the Bhai
Sahib- They are trying to keep the tradition esblished by

him, alive.

KRR



I3 u3T

e

giafag ymt 3 fa miug fem moel § mzge &1z 3 fq 9
Aa* 9=t 9@ fes argl 7€ 3t Ad3T TAe few H@'erJ 1 feg ds
2 yiaz =8} 9z 3 fa mu 3 fea wgae @ 318 feg 83 HigAR
N3 fa gt ergas Wt § o feg ar@er 9de 951 ud fen y3t
waiEe] 9 @@ ¢ HEE | mud ‘o3 S1935 F'at wa sSfew
% gaual § o few anfes aos Bel waeel w3 dnst Stmt
w13y J1Zimt | feg mud oy feg fea Haa AeT @) fea € &% O
niz fyraimt 3° yaras aistai, gargini M3 g'3init @ dies gt
Y fefgr e 3 1 waa feasi HI's aFE3sint 3 Yas' B'E I3 |
fry Av1a arel Jig3a1e 3 Ralza Is [Aast a1d Qs €1 83 3
w3 vy fer 39t fea 3ran @d) aba |
aagn fiu susg

‘#ify3g dlaza’ fufen a3 2udr W WIRE =@ Uger J |
ggely fHw wg geel

'n-fu3 1935’ =<' ferde afen a3 9d1 31 fen few =l
AHaI3) marerel d8 @81 w3 fA-fumierfed el 91

gg23 ffw

Y13 azisiazg sgrgedl

AHTET 13

‘W3 dla3s’ few d9ail 3 9n gaus aread) del 3 |
33313 fAw Fa
féaa

n{TH3 31935 973 TqImT yger 3| WA’ I3 H'gd s=8@< &
Quars a3 Ig T |

mHala fAw Fudl

HU3

w-fug slgzs 21 H13dg 1995



"3 gleIE ol g yEni fe Sfami § A Fla3s 9vd
gays Arcsadl fus adl 9
Age'@al aggn 93

feais 3

'Wify3 a1933’ aral* 7wy fadaml A=r @a 93 31 <faag
mdl WawA J fa 3o fen 331 Aer a5 @ 9% gud |
Ag#lz fAw fusan
A'ed’ AUIFT
ysrg feurs Agr

'3 alass’ agl* @gns Aals yersl, ardimt M3 aedivi

83 gaya aearg Yus Jet J |
y: A99d5 AW

3075/7 R. M, A, 33

'3 dle35 Flays frus =fzwi el g3 sgefea Haqls

J1 fern § w19 gus met gg yzvg &1 nofesr asid |
fHRw nfgea w13, fAw




R IH Rk

uat @ ylg grar

~Hagrdal gggn Jd
aCars foas's

g™~ W~

fAg fA'g 3 935 € g3 &gl

Ha Afsgs ast adls o
FHRa'g 9 €A wRas  3iEl

fHal § aigt fad® wW'g g
d3 dJaF § HEA 87 fdar

33 ©wan € wAl 3Alg g

es Ffewr @B Juat @

fdg yd €1 AgS 3Agls aw
st 1 = fazxr Quen sai

sfdad 3z Qafemr &9 gw
Ha dgadt 337 yzm afem

udl g8 9 €49l &' glg g

© g

Adl 333 BE a mfenp

ey

wigt 2x1 3 vlagt @ ylg gt
@5 g7 § M ¥ HE' €3
fiar HfuG 43 3 dlg et

()

w3 dte3a 24 H'9d 1995



