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It is unrealistic to imagine that the
vision of the sarbat ka bhalla can be for-
mulated without a searching re-examination
ofthe attitudes and assumptions that currently
underline our approaches to life and its func-
tion. Obviously the current approaches have
failed to perform. They are not just limited
to religious beliefs, but they also permeate

to cultural fixations, social behaviors and eco

Failure of the Twentieth
Century Ideology

Dr.(Bhai) Harbans Lal’

nomic practices. We must succeed in dra-
wing attention to lessons that can be leamnt
from our failures of presentideologies. Further
we must explore ideas presented by spiritually
evolved leaders.

To date it 1s the materialistic con-
ception of life that has been our dominant
ideology. The matenalistic concept aresomuch
the part of ourlives thatitisnot an exaggeration

to believe that we were born with them. The

Guru draws out attention to our materialistic

behavior by a description as belo

ofs yexy & afar wfeG
fre raft ufy s yfefe

The humans are born with an inborn
drive to secure four life objectives (dharam,
arth, kaam, mokh); and they begin to in-
habit within the walls of Maya (illusion).
And as are blinded by the darkness of
Maya, they forget about NAAM and lose
conduct with the Creative Self leading to
a defeat in the purpose of this life.

We value four goals above all else,
and devote almost all of our energies to reach
them. The first one i1s dharam meaning a
system essentially to formulate and to follow
alife discipline in order to ensure stability much
required to achieve the life goals. Second,
arth ,is to own as many material pbssessions
as possible, because much admired wealth
is reckoned in terms of the size of one's
possessions. Third, kaam, is to insure power
of those desires and behaviors that maintain
keen interst in the opposite sex so that one
can have as many children and grandchildren

! Professor and Chairman, Department of Pharmacology, University of North Texas
Health Science Center, Fort Worth Texas and Trustee, Academy of Guru Granth Studies,

Arlington, Texas, USA 76016

?Dev, GuruNanak: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604), reprinted by Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee at Gurdwara Printing Press at Amritsar, p.1027 1.1.

HIT 1996MifH3 1935712



as possible. This is because social position
depends on thesize of one's network of relatives
and genetic script promotes preservation of
the race. The fourth goal, mokh is to gain
some pseudo-spiritual power, desire for which
to a certain extent follows from one's peers.
Wealth, esteem, and the ability to instill fear
are all forms of power that a person strives

for under the slavery of ego and Maya.

The present approaches to social and
‘economic development were out of this ide-
ology. The same ideclogy corrupted also our
religious practices which begah to serve the
material considerations. After working under
the influence of these ideology we have reach
to end. It is now realized that the contemporary
approaches were corrupt and completely failed
to meet human needs. There have been
optimistic forecasts for many yéars about the
healthy changes the present system would
generate. Theyhaveall vanished into the gver-
widening abyss. Rather, it has caused crises
of mentalillness, frustration and dsisgustamong
masses, for examples, in America, the dream
of prosperity achieved through capitalistic ini-
tiatives now seems like anightmare, for never
has a century known such abundance along
with such massive genocide and environme-

ntal devastation. When a culture experienced

~most physical comfort and economic oppor

tunity, it resulted into widespread mental
depression. Never before has a technology
given us so many conveniences, but we used
it to produce terrible instruments of degra-
dation and destruction. Never beforehave we
been so self-reliant, and at the same time felt
so lonely. Never before have we seemed so
free, but our prisons so overstuffed. Never
before have we had so much education, but
alsosuch ahighrate of fraud, teen delinquency,
despair, and suicide. Never before have we
been so sophisticated about pleasure and at
the same time suffer so frequent broken or
miserable relationships with others who should
have been the sources of our pleasure in life.
Thus, the present systemresulted into
the fatal neglect of our life objective and our
path to achieving heaven on earth. This un-
precedented moral and emotional crisis, to-
gether withthe social and mental breakdowns,
must help us to realize our profound error of
conception about human nature itself. Saint

Kabir® described this situation as,

&I7 39 I9EfA §f ¥ 1| HS TR Y T
ofg atst AF 2€ A3 1] T8 1| W3
3y o R ue efe vy exr w9 1 feww
ofg &ft 397 wfodt AR 5 I9 U

3 Kabir, Saint, in Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604), reprinted by Shiromani Gurdwarz
Parbandhak Committee at Gurdwara Printing Press at Amntsar, p. 1251, 1.7.
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What are those little material pcs-
sessions that constitute your entire pride
? You acquire a few hoards of grain (equity
in agricultural products), a few dollars in
the bank, and they make you puffed up.
You have gathered honors and recogni-
tions. You have accumulated hundreds of
townships in real estate and collected
revenues in hundreds and thousands. Believe
me, your overlordship will last but for a
few days like the fall foliage before the

onset of season.

The end of the 20th century is con-
sidered the best of time materially, but not
for the human spirit. Facing an early death
from braj_n cancer, President Bush's 1988
campaign manager, Lee Atwater, found his

perspective changed when he said:

The '80s were about acquiring
wealth, power, prestige. I know. I aéquired
more wealth, power and prestige than most.
But you can acquire all you want and still
feel empty. What power wouldn't I trade
for a little more time with my family ? What
price wouldn't I pay for an evening with
friends ? It took a deadly illness to put
me eye to eye with that truth, but it is a

truth that the country, caught up in its

ruthless ambitions and moral decay, can
learn on my dime. I don't know who will
lead us through the '90s, but they must be
made to speak fto this spiritual vacuum at
the heart of American society, this tumor
of the soul.

He was echoing what Gurusaid several

centuries ago.
oy g By I Ffemr 4 ||

Sorrows are inflicted as a freatment

when physical comforts become an ailment.

When civilizaﬁdn reaches the point
where a majority of people in even the most
technologically advanced cultures find it strange
to imagine any other goal worth living for
except making money and that their respect‘
or self-respect rested solely on social com-
parison based on material achievements, then
the world would become very limiting. But
this is exactly what is happening and we find
ourselves wasting ourselves in pursuit of
happiness in amirage according to the current

systems.

Not surprsingly, therefore, there is
increasing recognition thatthe world isinurgent
need of a new order, the order based upon

new values inculcated through scientific and

4Dev, Guru Nanak: In Sri Guru Granth Sahib (1604), reprinted by Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee at Gurdwara Printing Press at Amntsar, p. 469, 1.9.
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divine resources. Sikhs commit themselves
continuously to these missions as a part of
their daily prayerand their commitment begins

with the following declaration.
568 &H I3t a 3T I AJES T I

May . the Religion of the Name,
preached by Nanak, increase and prévail
in the world and may in the will of God
there be good fortune of all humankind.

The sacred prayer of seeking well
of humankind, equality and salvation for all

- the peoples, response to this prayer must take

the form of countless movements and orga-
nizations of social change at local, regional,
and international levels. Human rights, the
advance of women and poor, the social
requirements of sustainable economic devel-
opment, the overcoming of prejudices, the moral
education of children, literacy, primary health
care, and a host of other vital concemns each
will command the urgent advocacy supported
by growing numbers of people in every part
of the globe. To accomplish that there can

be identified several specific areas of distinct

changes.
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