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Aqgel adt fa @r € FeyH3 ag & a<t €n
fee 37 95 uT 7w €7 Ae® a@aT g I
3t FEMIT BT ¥mE U3T Barr fq ggee &
En & fwr@e &t n &dt ®et| G0 feo A=
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qus Jet 9, fea mfadt famy & Wa3dHs Jer
J 7 H& & mrant famy e ger @ & feo
ufast @3t mener feg d & mler ¥ ue
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arfes a9 3t G dlezs It »Rw seat feg
dta3s J1 ;

Y. q939 fiw &t fest ffer T fa Aqq
gaenfont feg gmar mMues dtezs et
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J, 87 & a=w w3fia dt fagr a7 raer I1 i faor aee O, feo (Isyer) @ HE Hat
WoT ufgerd 693 URiMa I, yHaHT €t yPEsT  Aa® feur féer 1 3w enat weer J) fen
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I?@Uﬁ?fﬁﬁ"d‘daofl'ﬂﬁfﬁﬁwﬁl E@Wwaﬁgmaﬁlkﬁg
W& feg aadt arfea ge5 f e § 993 #e9s YUz I8 w3 g Hald &aed
A& 96 el Hided fw & €t famdt  wiamedt @8 gmed! wiees yug Jfemr J1 |




#g dgws
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Tfemt & afaauet I 1979 I FJaufs
Haitz fefenr yuz &3t gearet < fafiour
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Er3e Jtgg Arfaw UR gEuet JE3s I
I8 It IV YuI F97 fals FE3ale I
ZAATET 3BT A S JIT| IEB € 4§39
feg my #t & 5gz yfitdt as a1t E3-
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AoHs I fesa & €53t 3 dgar AT et

g dgws

WMy AT IHAT I I3ug Ifde I& | feg »y
Al & MAaT Yt § U7 d #iiz sarfenr
Aaa ekt § Jegret @ fferr 3 dl933,
3957 fAuTfenT|

AA39 fefemr feg gur At 83 Hiiag
I&5 | I3F € II1 Had (FI39) feufe 75|
&9 fey ISAIZ MY3T Mdg add MU AT
greafAyt & wH39 fefenr & frustet fee
3J | UoH I9AT, AH'H HU9d aHT B IBTEl
v gont few Wy <u 93 d oA 3¢ T5|
1996 feg M3 2004 feg feqgt & Yaa Had
B IHST anet <©f fedans &3 enf feent
feg Ay A=r garfechit @8 aeF @9 My
AT Uga AeT 3 1935 AT AEAT AEHT&T
3T T

a1936 YS9 e MY A JE 9 d&F,
fead3, AovE, fwmyg, HBHPHT, HaIST nife
ont feg e 1998 I My AT Uad 39 I
ufged Mg »vdtar fey afa 9d a5 | did3s
439 feg grar At iHet gait Iet sunin frw
3 AHST it gvet €3 fiw ‘uZer M3 At
€999 Hfog € ATedT Jgdt Irail ITEl JaHH
firwr, gvet ogt fiw, et grons i AT <€
q93s 3 993 ygfes J5|

Af3aet € 995" feg »gew ade If fa
g7 Hf & IHAT IFEpdt a8T guAS 3T H
WU JIg Wd €, I Ug € AL dae dfae|




g dlggo

acl R od, adl R 3

HIUr feg HIs A |

H® Tt |7 Jat At
Afemrar gfemr A faor At
ned sfgg At

rge gfewmr #r foor At
g5e Jger A faur A"t
05-05 g A5

05 HIZ fAgd wale As |
&7 g&fadt A& wt
fageg 3 faas€ wti

fea-fifa ms,

3T g5t €% A |

ST 9Hd AT

ST ©Hd AT

d<®% HEe € It AU At
39 IF-YIU i

99 de a9 foor At

HEHTE fAwr E78° © 280, 2w 6, ot

foge fea Gaa At
iy, mae sts At

a7 €% At

&7 Mz At

9g< © &7 "I Hi
T Ae-U3t 733 AT
a7 Jisa At

&7 HJ9I W,

¥, ffq ngew At
AT ®et

...........................

...........................

I d= 8femr At Ug &7 e 3
faar fagr e Wt feanr &7 ugTE <
usat & fan wer e Ht, et It Aead d°
g7 - Wfemr 87 yeTd d<,
Hge e forrs At "&-drae fanma 3=
gme 3 farns wtI faar &7 OIS B
fegg 3 fegw wt 5

H'd9 2005 / 18




g dgw

MARRIAGE EXTRAVAGANZA! (LET us AvoID IT)

Col. A.S. Rattan : #228, Sector: 16-A, Chandigarh'

In sikh religion the marriage is
solemnized by just 4 Lawans/Pheres as
given in the holy Granth Sahib. It is a
simple affair of 20-30 minutes. The
celebrations are before and after the
wedding.

The simple affair of marriage has been
made complex with miyriad of functions
starting few days before and finishing
many days after the wedding. Lavish
parties at farm houses, clubs and
marriage palaces is the order of the day,
Every body is there to out do the
neighbour or a friend or a relative in
holding number of functions and lavish
spending of money. It starts with Packet
of dry fruits or sweets with the invitation
card and ends with free flow of booze
and chicken/meat. The emphasis is on
spending lavishly as a show-off of
status& wealth. In recent years the whole
thing has acquired an unacceptable level
of brash display of wealth. The actual
marriage ceremony the Anand Karaj is
just glossed over, casually, without
worrying about place or timings. (Earlier
it was considered proper to finish Anand
Karaj before 12.00 am. Now a days
there is no such obligation considered.)

A heavy breakfast for the Barat
continues till 1pm or ever 2 pm. Lunch
after the Anand Karaj continues to 4-5
pm with free flow of liquor and meat-fish-

chicken. Celebration of marriage is in
order but these days it has become a
display of wealth and status. The money
spent on these lavish functions will be
better utilized if given to the boy-girl,
providing financial security.

| had the privilege of attending a Sikh
wedding at the venerable Paonta Sahib.
Wedding apart, the great attraction was
to visit. Paonta Sahib Gurdwara. Even
before the visit, the very mention of
Paonta Sahib lifted ones spirit, knowing
fully well that it was at Paonta Sahib
that our great Guru Gobind Singh ji
spend 4,1/2 years of his life. The place
is beautiful and has an aura of peace
& tranquility about itself, a sure boon
granted by the 10th Guru, to the place.

Unlike the usual Sikh wedding in big
and small cities, this wedding was like
a whiff of fresh and fragrant breeze. The
solemn part of marriage i.e. Lawan-Phere,
were performed in the ambrosial morning
atmosphere of Paounta Sahib Gurdwara
between 8.00 and 9.00 am. Everybody,
including the bride & the groom looked
fresh. Everyone enjoyed the Kirtan and
'real ' act of marriage, The Anand Karaj.
The sblemnity of the occasion was
maintained because the Barat had
assembled directly at the Gurdwara Sahib
without band playing and groom riding a
horse. The occasion was a sobre one as
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demanded by the place and time.

During the Lawan-Phera proper
decorum was observed by not supporting
the bride while moving, not showering
flower petals on the couple and not giving
shagun to the couple in front of the holy
Granth Sahib. All these ceremonies were,
rightly performed outside the Gurudwara
Sahib. From Gurudwara Sahib, after the
marriage, the marriage party went for
refreshments/breakfast and lunch etc to
another place fixed. It was a wonderful
experience to attend this wedding.

A marriage by Sikh rites is performing
4 Lawans in presence and around the
Holy Granth Sahib. It is a very solemn
and holy act, which must be given its
due respect, priority and maintained as

g dgzo

a solemn occasion. The celebration are
a must but within the bounds of dignity
and decency. The functions must be as
per Sikh maryada.

We need to bring in major reforms in
this very import aspect of life of Sikh
community. Marriages must be performed
as per Sikh maryada in a simple
dignified manner. Our Guru's in their
wisdom, included the ceremoney of
Anand Karj in the holy Granth Sahib,
perhaps to cut down on these uncalled
for functions.

The matter needs attention from the
Sikh clergy in bringing home to the Sikh
community at large. This topic must be
emphasised at all congregations till it
takes effect for the better.
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