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MUSIC AS A HOBBY

ARUNA CHANDARAJU

It is wonderful to have a.hobby. It
makes your free time and leisure both pleas-
urable and profitable. And these benefits can
be enjoyed not only by you but also by those
around you.

And the best part is that a hobby is en-
tirely of our own choice. We may have been
forced into some line of education. or some
kind of career, by overambitious parents, or
due to some other pressures like financial
ones or social expectations and opinions re-
garding which career or education is more
prestigious and worthwhile.

Hobbies provide a welcome escape
from routine. Even if we are content and happy
with our present studies or jobs, a hobby is
still useful for the relief it provides from the
hard work studying entails or the job strers
most working persons face.

Even for house-bound women groan-
ing under the monotony of housework, having
a hobby is the best way to relax and unwind.

One of the most attractive hobbies | can
think of is music. Leaming it, singing, playing
an instrument or just listening to great music
and drinking in its sheer nectarine beauty is
one of the most exquisite pleasures of life.

Cultivating a love for music does not
bring just pleasure. It can also be turned into
a profitable occupation bringing in fame, riches
and social status. Music as hobby includes-
being just a listener, connoisseur of learning
it, or finally turning professional with it.
Music-especiaily classical music, soothes,
relaxes, and spiritually elevates us. It also has
a therapeutic effect on emotionally disturbed
people and mental patients. A

Here, in this article, we will consider In-
dian classical music. Soulful music can trans-
port you to a world of beauty and melody,

whether you are playing that music or whether
you are listening to a great performance.

In India, there are 2 major streams of
classical music-Carnatic and Hindustani.
Hindustani music is raga-based while Carnatic
is composition-based.

The former is more secular, while the
latter is steeped in a tradition of bhakti or
devotion. -

Both are equally sublime and you can
choose to adopt any one of them for your
hobby. Generally, however, North Indians
take to the Hindustani form, while the South-
emers go in for Camatic music. This is be-
cause language and culture are very impor-
tant  dimensions of any music system.

Natural affinity
- The natural familiarity a North Indian

acquires with his own language and culture
helps him to understand, learn and appreci-

ate Hindustani music easily when he ap-

proaches it. Thus, even with the same natu-

ral potential or talent, he would find acquiring

proficiency in Camatic music or even under-

standing it, an uphill task.

Similarly, the South Indian is better ad-
vised to stick to Camatic music where he can
make headway much faster. Hindustani mu-
sic would surely be a hard nut for him to crack.

But, having said this, we must also
make two other points. One is that there are
exceptions to the above rule. N. Rajam, the
renowned Hindustani violonist, is a South
Indian. Sumitra Guha, from Andhra Pradesh,
has carved a niche for herself in ghazal-ren-
dering and Rabindra Sangeet.

Secondly, to a true lover or music, there
are no bars to the appreciation of good
music. If your hobby is listening to good
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music, and you have an aesthetic sense,
melodies as those of the Veena, and
Balamurali's rendition of a Tyagaraja Kriti can
give you as much delight as Bhimsen Joshi's
elaboration of raga Bhairav.

~ The best means of listening to music
as a hobby is to acquire a collection of finely
recorded audio cassettes and a good casette
recorder. Hours of your leisure time will just
pass away without you even being aware of it
as you go into raptures over your favourite
pieces.

One can also attend music concerts as
regularly as possible. In fact, before the

advent of radios, cassette players and TVs
this was the only means of enjoymg good
music.

- We come now to the other category,
those for whom_music as a hobby means
learning it (either vocal or instrumental) and
singing/playing it for them-selves, their fami-
lies and friends, or at an occasional small
performance.

To such persons, all the ways de-
scribed above for music appreciation are ap-
plicable as first steps before they actually
commence formal learning of the art viz. lis-
tening to cassettes, radio and TV programmes
and attending concerts.

At a younger age, the same steps ap-
ply with parents and elders assuming respon-
sibility. From an early age, we must ensure
that the child who is musically inclined gets to
hear as much good music as possible. Such
persons grow up to enjoy and benefit from
music as a hobby more than others without
this henefit.

Musical atmosphere

In many families, where there are
elders (parents or grandparents) who already
know much about music and/or regulary play
or sing it (as in most South Indian families),
there is a natural musical atmosphere.

Music here is also regularly listened to

over radio and TV and concerts are regularly
attended. Such households provide a tremen-
dous advantage to children, for much of the
theoretical knowledge and 'music sense' be-
come well-developed in them before they be-
gin formally learning it.

As for homes in which parents or grand-
parents are celebrity musicians, the advan-
tages are indeed tremendous for the child.

Many such children often take to mu-
sic so seriously and passionately that they rise.
above making it a mere hobby and become
professionals, eaming fame, name and riches.

Next, guard against the tendency to go
fast, or to leam quickly. In classical music,
the slower and deeper you go, building up a
strong, solid, sound foundation, the better for
your future.

Never should the parent or student put
pressure on the teacher for quick results (like
holding the first performance). Infact, a really
good teacher will refuse to bow to such pres-
sure knowing its folly. f anything is worth
learning, it is worth learning well.

Another important requirement in mu-
sic is saadhana or riyaaz. Practice makes
perfect. The great maestros we see around
us-and the fame, awards, adulation and
money showered on them-are the result of
innumerable hours of patient, painstaking
practice by them.

Of course, not all of us, especially those
who intend to keep music only as a hobby
and not turn it into a profession can afford so
much time daily. Then, the rule is to leam a
little, and go very slow so that the little you
know, you know very well. -

If you have mastered music to some
extent, you can start giving small
programmes. If you are going to turn profes-
sional, these will be stepping-stones. If not,
you can have the satisfaction for the rest of
your life that you did exhibit your talent learn-
ing to some extent at least.
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Before you start performing before the
public, you should start by giving brief per-
formances before family memebers or gath-
erings of relatives. You can even request
small groups (of 4-10 members) of friends (it
will be ideal if they are connoisseurs them-
selves) to spare time to listen to you or your
child's performance. _

This helps overcome stage fear and
acts as a kind of rehearsal for future public
performances. You can also play at school
and college functions.

In many colonies, there are cultural
clubs which hold entertainment programmes
regularly. Try and get a small slot on some
such programme. Then, because you have
got a break and also have been noticed, you

can both apply for and be invited to other pro-

grammes. ] _

From now, if you want to turn your
hobby into a profession, you can start mov-
ing on to the well-known clubs or cultural as-
sociations of your town or city.

Simultaneously, you can also apply for

_an audition at the AIR centre conducted at
regular intervals for all categories of music.
Details of eligibility, application forms, etc, will
be available with them.

Once you pass this test, you will be giv-
ing regular programmes over the radio. Of

course, it is required that you maintain a con-
sistent high quality. Those who wish to be-
come professionals generally move on from
the amateur slots to higher level slots where
they get bigger time slots and famous names
regularly sing/play.

Thus, whether you are an ordinary
singer/player or professional, what-ever you
have learnt by making music as your hobby,
is never wasted. It can and always does en-
rich your life and that of others around you.

Above all, even if you have never
played an instrument or sung a classical song
in your life, but have only been a rasika-you
are still very lucky. As connoisseur and mu-
sic lover, you will have discovered one of the
greatest pleasures of life. And it is countless
other people like you who are keeping the
great musical tradition and the performers
going. ,

1. Music "with charms to soothe a sav-
age breast, to soften rocks, or bend a knot-
ted oak®- can fill your life with a very special
magic. :

2.  Listening to good music is one of the
most EXUISITE pleasures of life. '
3.  An important requirement in music is
saadhana or riyaaz. Practice makes perfect.
4.  One who plays music should try to
practise it regularly.
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Tillang 9th Guru.
Be wakeful, O man, be wakeful,
why art you sleeping heedlessly.
The body that was born with you
even that shall not go with you.
Pause.
The mother, father, sons and
relatives, to whom you bearest
love, will throw your body into the
fire, when the soul separates
from it. |

Know you that the affairs
of the world last only till one is
alive.
Nanak, sing you the praises of
the Lord. Everything is like a
dream.

Bilawal 5th Guru.
The Guru, the Perfect True Guru,
has blessed me with peace.

Joy has welled up and the bu-
gles of joy incessantly play.
Pause.

My sufferings, sins and affictions
are dispelled.

Meditating on the Lord, all my
vices have hastened away.
Meeting togather, O the beauteous
brides, make you merry. Guru
Nanak has saved my honour.
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Q: Suitable Female Match for a Ramgarhia Sikh compu-
ter Engineer in USA (5' 8", 29) Father retired Engineer
Central Govt. Mother Educated House wife. One brother
one sister, both Married and well settled contact Box No 34

Q: Suitable Male match for convent Educated, B. Com,
B. Ed, Teacher in convent School, 5' 6", 30 contact Box 0035

Q: Suitable Amritdhari Match for a 35, 165 cm. Arora
Girl, M.Sc, B.Ed, Chandigarh, B.Sc Hons, New Delhi, Post
Graduate Teacher, in Delhi, Drawing Handsome Salary,
ELDERS from Dist Sialkot, Contact Box 0036

O: Suitable Match for a Teetotaller Non-Trimmer Gursikh
(25, 5' 10") BFA working as Art Executive, at Punwire,
Mohali, Salary 8500. Contact Box 0037

O  Well Established Teetotaller Sikh Match for a
Homely, Bharij, Graduate girl, (29, 4' 9") one sister,
No brothers. Father private service. Contact. Box. 0038

0  Suitable Match For a Labana Sikh Nurse, (24,
5'1") +2 and Diploma GNM from Patiala, at present
serving PG, salary Rs. 9000/- Contact Box-0039.

Q Suitable Non trimmer, Teetotaller, Sikh (Arora/
Khatri) preferably graduate and Govt. Service, of well
settled in Business Match for Arora Sikh girl. Slim (232
yrs, 5' 134) graduate, doing Computer Diploma final in
July 98, can recite Kirtan, Parents Pensioners, Elders
Hailing from Sargodha/ Lyallpur, Contact Box 0040.

O  American citizen/Immigrant for a
M.Sc(Statistics) Bhullar tee-totaller Boy owning Auto
Insurance Company in U.S.A.(29- 5'10"). Elder Brother,
Doctor and Permanent resident of Australia/New
Zealand. Contact Box No.0041.

a Suitable Gursikh Male match for issueless di-
vorcee (30- 5') fair complexion, affectionate, homely,
Post Graduate, employed near Panchkula as teacher,
father, employed Shop Supdt. Railways.Contact Box
No. 0042

] Suitable Gursikh Homely Girl for a Blind Arora
Sikh Boy (25) Tabla/Vocal B.A, serving Govt. school,
Earning Rs 7000 P.m owns house. Contact. Box No
0046.

Q . suitable Arora Wellsettled Gursikh Male match
for a very beautiful tall girl (5' 6'2", 24 +) pleasing
nature, convent educated, English Hons, LLB, Prectising
H.C. family highly educated, well settled, Contact Box
0043 ’

Q Amritdhari, Homely, Social, Reciting Kirtan,
Female Match For a Kochar under Graduate Business-
man, Running own Industry Mohali, (26 +) Father, Retd.
Pb. Govt 1983, Contact Box 0044

O  Suitable male match for a Lamba, Graduate,
Sikh Kashyap Rajput (Mehra) (5' 4", 28) Beauticean,
Diploma in Beauty Advanced Technology, Typing,
Stitching, & Business Management, Contact BoX 0045

a Professionally qualified match for fair slim Khatri
Sikh girl MBBS PCMS-|, doing post graduation 29 plus/
158 respectable Chandigarh based family. Contact

- Box 0046A

O  Wanted sutable match from a staturs Gursikh
family for pretty virtuous homely girl (26,150 cm) MA
(Hiotory) Father class 1 officer, brothers doctors
Contact Box 0047

O - Gursikh match for beautiful, slim, brahim sikh
girl, (25, 5' 6") M.Com, B.Ed, PGT Public school-Delhi-
Caste Asolutely no bar Contact Box 0048

Q Suitable Male match for issueless legal divor-
cee (31, 5' 2") B.A, fair Complextion, Ranigarhai vasser,
homely girl, one yonger brother, two sisters married,
mother housewife, father businessman, Contact Box
0049

Q Homely (well versed in houshold activities)
Kictan knowing, gursikh girl for Amritdhari Ragi Singh,
(32, 5' 6") Contact Box 0050

O  Gursikh khatri girl of status family for Chadha,
M.BA Finance Civil Engineer (26, 5' 6") Contact Box
0051 '

Contact: H.B.S. Chopra 1246, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh
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Anand Nishikawa wins prestigious Maruti Award

Anand Nishikawa Company Limited
(An ISO 9002 Company) has been awarded
the prestigious Maruti Award for the BEST
PERFORMING VENDOR. Union Industry
Minister - Mr. Sikander Bakht, handed over
the prestigious award to Managing Director,
Mr. Igbal Singh Anand on the 25th June 1998
at New Delhi. In the ceremony, the contribu-
“tion of Anand Nishikawa Company Limited
towards the overall industrial growth was ap-
plauded by the senior Government officials.

ANCO, has completed 12 years of serv-
- ice to the nation. It's plant at Rudrapur was
started with technical assistance from ETS
Lescuyer S. A. France with an installed capac-
ity of 10 million meters of EPDM dense,
sponge, flock profiles.

In 1997, a new plant was set up at Lalru
(Punjab) in collaboration with NISHIKAWA
RUBBER COMPANY LIMITED OF JAPAN.
N.R. C. is one of the leading weatherstrip com-

panies of the world. The plant latest technol-.

ogy to produce EPDM rubber, PVC and Co
Extruded Profiles.

These technical tie up's have helped
ANCO in producing world class weather strips.
ANCO employs more than 1500 persons.The
staff consists of highly trained professionals
with wide experience in the automobile
sector. ,

Initially India was dependent upon im-
port of the EPDM profiles but now we are also
exporting these, and eaming invaluable foreign
exchange. ANCO is exporting weather-strips
to USA, Italy, Germany, Luxembourg, Egypt,
Nigeria, South Africa, Mauritius, Morocco,
Tunishia, Kenya, Ghana, Philippines, Sri

Lanka, Malaysia, Syria, Middle East, Australia,
West Indies and Columbia, By acquiring the
latest technology, ANCO is at par with other
leading weatherstrip companies of the world.

The R & D section also has a very highly
qualified team, who help in providing innova-
tions and product modification from time to
time. The quality check is on a 100% basis.
ANCO has a very wide range of the latest test-
ing machines for checking the quality of the
raw maierial and finished goods.

The company is OEM (Original Equip-
ment Manufacturer) to-atmost all =i Em =
porate's in the India automotive industry :-
MARUTI UDYOG LTD. HINDUSTAN

- MOTERS LTD. ASHOKLEYLAND LTD.

DAEWOO MOTORS INDIA LTD.
GENERAL MOTORS INDIA LTD.
HIDUSTAN MITSHUBISHILANCER

HONDA SEIL CARS. LTD..
MAHINDRA & MAHINDRA TELCO.

ANCO has been selected as supplier for
Toyota's car project, proving it's leadership in
the weather-strips market. ANCO is also a key
supplier to The Indian Railways, and also for
New state of the art aerodynamm A.C Buses
ANCO is also supplier to the different refng- ?
erated & sea worthy containers manufacturers,
who in tumn are exportmg to different global
markets.

Within a short span of time ANCO, has
been successful in establishing it's brand name
"ALP" in Indian and Overseas maket, Presently
ANCO has developed a product range of 2,850
profiles for the automotive, Building, White
Goods, Railways, thppmg, and Bus Body
Building sections.

(Indian Rubber Journal July-Aug. 1998)
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