A39d 2008




Please forward your e-mail Id.
at drjagirsingh@gmail.com
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LIST OF DONORS
NAME OF DONORS AMOUNT (Rs)

Com.SS Sandhu Rs 1,000/-
Ahmedabad

Dr BNS Walaia 500/-
Chandigarh

S. Lakhwinder Singh 50/-
T/Saboo (Religious Teacher)

Bhai Vir Singh Study circle 200/-
Chandigarh

Sh. J.P.Nanda 1,000/-
Dehradun

Sh. A.K.Kaushal 100¢/-
Chandigarh

Fortis Hospital 8,000/-
Mohali
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4 99 BE I I@EST I AHT ufe deer I,
Ugctas get feu ¥9e v was &dt qger
A f& It is the Solution of modern problems.
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' sfomraT 110 003
¢ | am thankful to have received such
affectionate & valued based e-mail from
you.Thse days | am on vacations for few
months with my younger daughter at
Seattle(USA).Yes | feel you need all
support & assistance in your Gurmat
Promotion venture.l am forwarding e-mail
with attachment to some known persons
in USA for neccessary support.
| am also quite touched with conterft,s of
a letter in your col. from a Gusikh lady.
| think this lady is a better Gumukh.
than her in-laws & her husband
(Manmukh).Their Nitnem is useless if
their ego & greed for a son from her is
not protecting the rights of their daughter-
in-law.She & her parents-in-laws need
couselling from some real Gursikh
persons like you.Under my Vanjaras
Mission programme | had written many
papers & requesting our Sikh Institution
to establish some counselling centres for
youth careers promotion & family
problems in each Gurdwara-to be handled
by -expert senior retd. professional.Shall
talk with you after return from USA.l have
many ideas to implement in cooperation
with right thinking societies/individual
under joint collaboration. Again wishing
you good luck & support in your mission.

Mohinder Singh
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Trust for Welfare of Vanjaras(Camp USA)

brat@sify.com”

¢ Received July issue of 'Amrit Kirtan'.
This letter is to help the Lady in letter
section of the magazine.

Firstly, the Lady should adopt a positive
attitude towards life in general. She
should consider herself that her mother-
in-law is a gursikh Lady because
nowadays there are many cases of
dowry-deaths, bride burning, torture etc.
that | feel she should thank her stars
and see the Lady as a role-model. See
the positive in her and ignore the
negative. That is the only way she can
establish a fulfilling relationship with her
mother-in-law and husband. Also | would
consider that’ in times when our sikh
community men who are in vices, her
husband is a gursikh, is a great thing.
Such men are rarely found nowadays.
Also she should be grateful that she has
a job of a teacher. It is such a noble
profession. She should develop her inner
talents and self grow too, and since she
is qualified, she can do so. She should
also conduct her job with a cheerful
depositions and pass on her knowledge
to the children and with her positivity,
she can transmit that to the children as
well.

She should learn to laugh at times and
in all situations. Gurbani says, "Man
should live in the present and stay stable
in all conditions whether happiness, pain
joy etc. and the future will automatically
be bright.

She should in fact take active part in the
prayer sessions of the family members
too because Gurbani has tremendous
power to change us, for the better, give
us positive and make us happy.
She should seriously think of starting a
family because a women's life is in
complete without motherhood. It is a test
of women's patience and it teaches her
many things which can be learned only
when you become one. So with positivity
in her mind, spirituality in her loving
people around her. She automatically will
give birth to a beautiful human being full
of good qualities.
Finally, we have to tell her to be:
1 Grateful for each & everything
happening.
2 Each situation in life forces us to grow
so if we face it positively we will never
be sad.
3 Feed your mind with positive thoughts
4 Read the Sri Guru Granth Sahib with
deeper interest.
Sumeet Kaur
RH # 4, Konark Puram, Kondhwa Road,
Pune 411 048
¢ »y H € WU Yo dedt At 39 e AT
o E-NE 3 A3 J At M3 Wy At @
gaeet of fa »wu 7t & Wy Yz
aa3s’ & utste eEls It 1 WA Jae
gt fa »y 7t fen 39 dg < aqe"r asr
et mugT Mt féed addn|
Sfdeg fw
¢ Thank you for the July issue if Amrit
Kirtan magazine. | read it. Information
that was new to me. Thank you for
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bringing information on a very important
institution of kirtan to all of us.
Harbans Lal, PhD., D.Litt(hons)
Emeritus Professor and Chair,
Pharmacology & Neuroscience, U. North
Texas Health Science Center
817-446-8757, -Mob. 817-846-8630
6415 Amicable Drive, Arington, 76016
japjio8@yahoo.com
4 Got to know about your magazine. A
great effort.
Baldev Kandola
http:/mww. 5abi.com/mchetna/sikh/
gurbaniraag/
http./Awvww.5abi.com/mchetna/sikh/shravan/
gurshabad3.htm
4 Thanks for mailing me. Please send
me the kirtan cd's or pdf format file to
my mail | will be grateful to you.
amrik singh <sikhi.missions@gmail.com
4 Dr. Harbans Lal ji has sent me on line
copy of your June and July issues. |
have shown these to the sangat in
Gurdwaras here and every one has much
appreciated the effort you are doing to
promote Sikhi.
Shamsher Singh Pun
puris@bellsouth.net
¢ Thanks a lot for mailing AMRIT

KIRTAN. This is yet another milestone in
your continuing efforts at spreading the
message of gurbani kirtan and other
important themes. Best wishes and
regards.
Swamjit and Harkishan Singh Mehta.
mehtas877@yahoo.com
4 Mai tuhada kirtan prof. kulwant singh
ji , phase 3b2, di mother in law de bhog
ute suneya si te bbad vich mai hi

‘shrdhanijli diti si. Please tell me the price

of this magazine. i will like to have its
regular publications.
sant parkash singh sandhu
1915 phase 10 mohali.
spssandhu311@yahoo.com
4 \Very good Magzine.Keep it up
When you breathe
You don't see the Air.
When we send you an e-mail
You dont seeus |,
But our regards for you
Are Always there !
Satnam Singh Chahal
punjabnewsweekly@yahoo.com
¢ Thanks for this enterprise, and |
appreciate your sharing this with me.
—jasbir singh
<jasbir@humbhi.com>
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A<Jall Tl Haws AW H HAgT 3987
@ 75, fraat @ s ity gmait 7ar3 few
g3 Af3a7a 575 fenr Arer I | 378t gans fiw
# faw gt 575 <t a3 996 86 ATe 7S EF
grait €t arfeat & 979 §5 Bar A A5 | 8T
g7q feT 3w wage At fa faw arait &7 Fews
fifwr 398 3 J<arr, T Iwait Her HgT TUAPHT
FSar | st fa gewrs fiw € & 3 It arait

fiwt & Geren fius A A& 133 frg avat fiwr

T =y 3 Hifenr uae 75, 83 &% It HaWs
ffwersesTre a W I a fean e @ g
udt wifemr 32 g9 As | fag Bust &t 398
ot fanrat /it, 8% §5 I 573 S FIFT A |
39 feq I3 gyEt =7 8¢ As fAn 3§ 3ts
I, 82T 315 I}, feaast, 99 I, 4T,
wTIT IITBTHI I, TTEHT; FUT'B, BT
I5, oK I8, S St w3 T S TE I
frast & 1§ & are &9t 73 T B AG |
39 35 feg yat-yst fanmst @t w3 an
feyrer feg Quat et yat At w3 Ju feg fis™
fegat At fa wafamt e We gger At fa feg
39T TG 3fge »3 vt gee Jate |1 Bast
T Ju et i et fea fims feo @ I fa T3-
HIHS W #t 9799 WT8E A& 3T 3RS 03
IFEHT QT e J I T IH BT RS
TH S WY 39 3 ehonr J fa et fiw &
Had Jet 37 I IrgeT 3= 3T ufad 398
TB & IF ¥ A% fa g 3% T e 3
yd AIvs fiw feg ywbya At fa 87 & fast
o fAgsT 373 Hawt B 99 e, B fea gag

l gret Fors AW 398 @ed

AS J, gH 999 I g qd S e At fed faar 3
AT gt aat, GRfesyst @ s a Gn et
yagast &t Twget i fea gre g9 fan feg &t
el

gvet gans fiw At § W ufost @9 asue
Sfionm 5, /5 1958/59 feg, @8 W aetvs
fiiur Ugt 7t 5% graemaT fiw 8™ T2H 33
fey maorfea grait vt 1 €aat feat 3met AgTHIS
fifur grait | »iyt 3 die A, feg araug ufaea
g me 3 g fes @7 A3 um gt 3g | gTEt
HaTHIZ fiur 7t & wivt Ard wree A | feg ufast
fed, WHeg »Hlg fiw 7t &% Forfea gt
A& M3 o St »igsT fey 3fde 39 o5 1 fen
ST AT ATEe AT INTHET miAts fiwaent 993
AS8Y J¢ Ha3ad 3 ISHITS Je33IE AG |
Wor fea frarat en3 A, 3Tet Eteg fiw, e
Afgg e At 1 €7 & 3T fiue < feer yare
13t 3t W ©W & 3u8T By a9" & feg HHed
3 fw At gsanfearfaf fa@e vt
nud fugr At famrat ghmg fiw weats At
ZwreT At ifeg Her SNz See fiw g fes
fed WO's a@TaTg 398 e J feufar, 7 fa
I et graiwt 3 fegrar gvet aunty fiw At
Jygat gratt greemTaT H{t gy fa=ras Aoy
UferaT 578 gt AT 398 3 Hor3 dde 99 |
T HHed i3 fiw At St it 3 3t s 3fas
HHIG Haltg © Ho's feees s i@y
arfeat feg Waa A, 8a U vt 3EF EHTS
ABTE AS M3 WU HT Ut 388 S 993 fanat
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it 7 ooy 7t e feg »esT €3 9 RS
w3 /it 799 Afog &7oF 98 JE 3108 Aud
ot anet & miry 7t § Uat AR 3 3y famm w3
& AT oga Arfae 3fg & feg mmy +it graear
s5a Fior faoe 98 I 3 €8 A= qee 3J |
I 8wyt e S9t3 T fopu IR 3Tt FaHIE
fifur 7, mavis fifw @ fusT & waea »ita fitwr
578 gt ant Aotfea avait < f3@t sist
o3 feg <t 593 713 &, g3t ot nie=
mit, are B3t Hafa™ § ¥iZT AU TT E€ G
W3 Wy it IS S 593 Wt argT A |
F3-33 gnad §UsT § €3 I & BT
A& W3 et AaHtS fiw 7t 398 © €t 593
nfe &9 AG |

7t few 3gt st yaret Traet AT, A e ITE
HOTE fiw 7t 8 8% TaUd e 3T feast
& fenrg iz Sfemr A/t w3 fegst eF uzat
w3 2 1 fegst © 58 A | fea 378t Revs
fitwr 7t w3 fea ©n €t 9< AT 187 AN HoFs
fitur <t 13 &€t wis g A® € q9iY At 3
et a3 fiw & €< dt pews fiw § susT
saQer fry@er §g aa f&3 /it 1 €< ufast
=79 I gaws fiw & St At

et HOWG fiW € A 979 ST EH G YaT
3T &9t fa g 3 fag Ifemr 1ya 38t Hars
fifwr &t gaTat 7 AE U3 Sar @ Aearat B
foy fagr ot Immy 7t €@ FaH &< @38 fugr+t
v 5 RaeTd fans fitw A, 7 fa gews fiw
¥ goys feu dt Guat ev S0tz § fomrr 3
Haws fifw sous few ot wise § o | feaat
& fugT € gwes I i, feast @t HaT &
oaT fenrg gvet AemIs fiw It &5 9
fomr| et Aoz fiw At e fugas fis
fagt Juz e J 1gans fiw et 8¢t s At Ga
I3 fitwr St Ha7s At 1 37et AaH3 fiwr
¥93 I FAe Uan 15, fifsat @ aa w3 aat

€ W9 A& | 7 fer aas gvet gans fiw, svet
Ha3 fiw & mrueT fugT iae ST U@ R |
A A9 T ufgst gvet AaTHIS fiw 7t & 9t Hers
fiw & e @@ faureT Bg ST At wd
WY Tt MUS FH J193E € Hl3 @HS &%
faa™e 37 | mru 7t , AeHIs fiw H#t feae
feae suaE 98 @ w3 BYSY TaemTaT fiwr
AT s fdgwT fet gvet afems fiwr At ogat
Jvait &at 3¢ °& 3 €ut € &% Rofea await
gvet gfens fifw dt er ST gar At 1IBust &
fagtz T farr 3t gvet afens fifw 7t & smet
Aog fiw § oy &8 Aofed gt &7
fonr 3 g2 fog gamie 78t Hons fRw St gmet
afens fiw 5% 398 3 Sar fapar 18< fu@
U39 gret afems fiw &7 Sar a1e | et
ot A= a3t M3 gvet gews fiw fag 3682
Fe NE GF oS fus T g R WE 1S |
i Byl fed a3 Aaits aaw feg Usa
IH I2T 92 3B © Uera 15, 8ot ISy
#t 398 ot fiffinr 8¢ 71

fear =79 fea U 3 g7t afens fiwr
I 78 ANI J9T'IT J19 83T §&579H ey are
W3 J1F 99T I579N fer €T gvet Hideq fiw
HT 3731t d1935 TF ReST &9 3d RS M3 WU #HF
St »iyt 3 die A& | et Hides fitw #t 993
It §®Y I8 AEIGIW Halg €@ a5 feees
I& | Iret Hides fiw 7t 3uz Ht ueaT Aoy
W3 JPTIT I TS §STIH M3 it Iferes
Arfow »ifysne 3 emie feu geewmar At
uQer prfoy 193% ©F Aer a9 ¥ I8 W3
»aa s qt w§er mfow fed gronf3 Aaits
of fitfipnr € 39 351

7 7o et afems fiw 7t g57ow are 3t
gvet Hfdeqg fitw 7t & 97et ovs fiw At er
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wWUS &% Ju< SeT 43 @i 3 3vet gars
fiwr <t gaTan afaeT W a1 3 feg mru A
usg 3 €3 F FeHideq i 7t 575 gaTan
I | fegmr a 383 qas € a5-a3 39
Engret 38 I8 ot fifirr set 1ufast Ufsa
faag Hoo # 9EQ © STHI AG 8I5T 3 dEd
e fiffenr, fog Ufs3 8g Waaw At 3
fedtes Iud <t fitfimr wet) Ufs3 85
WI'ITH @ 593 Fd Iforee femu féanedt feg
IR T IBIAT IS |
" gvet gaws fiwr & I¥z |t uesT Ao,
JraenTaT JIg TTIT §ETIH, JaeHTaT THu AT
BUSE, IS AT TTHT BUSG, JTSHT
fifur A9 ITEYT, JdEMTIT fHW AT 13T,
Frdenrar fiwr A9T 938t, graemar fiw AT
WITETETE, JISHTIT IBaiud fHW AIT
wAgst 3 398 ©F AT faget I w3 FEt
AoTs fitwr & faost aait fiwt &7 398 <f
Harg atat Qust few v 3 fegrer gt
afsmrs fiw sus§, avet wides friw At
979N, Iret o fifwr At vt ate A 8T, gt
gy fiiw a7syg, 39 < aEt Iaimt 578
Har3 a3t fraat € 3™ Wé wre &4t |
A e Wy et afens iy 58 8
fed fs@t agadns Ifea fes gt Bamaraa
It Has mr Ire 1o §F Jeemtar fRw g™ Has
fey gtazs ©f A= I Zar dfewr #t 1 €7 fear
fex gt gaws fiw & #§ niusT 98T
petfonr 3t W AE a fegsT ya 3fenr fa ve
feg aa feur fa ae it fufewr W fer &
MUE 575 JueT I 1ufast @ N fen & Iaud
"5 1959 feg eftpyr At Ae feT Iactas nis
A& @ A5 | €7 3 e fea W g Wes fee
fegst & s 1972 feg fprr At | 3adtes wvat

St g |7 9293 & AT ey aaeeT At |
3TET §aAS fAw #E mmuET WAt UTH 8 "7aT
By 7 3fIe A, 68 We T farum 17 @ e
ANT gIaenTdT AEd 8a'd HYaE fer dieds
ot fer g9 faar AF 3T RG I8 8 ST AgIS U
et 3T i It pors fiw i@ 518 Ud 39
Iy fm

J< g9 4R weareT QT < fawait et
fauz &ar ot 15 1983 feg, gut. Rée 3
{7 ¥ wr3dht ©F 39T UfanaTs € Jreumt
wetaret, I3 gt A § Qo disas A=
THI &% 8 a° | A At 8T @9 1 AG<al
1983 & #i3A3 I I8 It HY JET 1 T
ufad ssarer Afa, feg graenmar UA™ AM
TG MEeTs I gie feg gaenmar ST
rrfog ®Td9 aret | A9 B9 UW 3 @F
at3r /it 3t 3ar 3 e It {35 fest ame
=y ety QT it 17 faw fea wis U
Sfipur farur, @ foz 331 3 gre At 99
THZ FIF BT T MESIGET §ATT S T
Ugrane s=TfemT 3t 7 wAt 379 € fad »at
Sur § g9 feg I 3t »ar ga9 feg gy
aNts aBTad HABH'S ITe 43 I As 1 89
AaT ufgarer @Y & »irun feu 35t a9 St
fa fea 13 gait Far@ I5 | ¥ <d B BET
3 faar 7t 3AT ol ugtfen »nt it t gt
3+ Qg mfont & A3 35t s Ja fugTa Az
i wars geTet | e @t & Iret Hevs fing
&% 39 fHstfenr, Ir@rerJg =y a fea fer
afas Zar fa feg 3T Iagrgarer I IN faar
#t gt sta ugtfenr 3 | feg et 3t 39T
gaergIgrQuafaes darfafesd dg I uzr
Harer J fa feg war Her IgatT &t T86fa
Jar IBTITT T3t I |H 3T I 3fT fapur
€q" tugs SY I fa 9 Y I IF Ao I¥
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Dr. N. Muthu Mohan

Introduction

The present paper is an attempt to
understand the musical mode of
communication of Guru Nanak Deyv, the
founder Guru of Sikhism, from a Tamil
perspective. While claiming no
specialized knowledge of music, the
paper presenter however feels that the
Tamil perspective of Guru Nanak's music
indeed could add up to the already
existing studies on Gurbani. The basic
hypothesis of the paper is that the
musical mode of articulation of Guru
Nanak Dev is aimed at constructing a
community, a unique and new type of
living in the history of India that coincides
with the core philosophy of Sikhism
annihilating the haumain. The problem
discussed becomes pertinent in the
context of civilizational debates unfurled
recently in the west as well as in the
east.

Music: A Tamil Perspective

The oldest recorded Tamil term for
music is Pann. The term Pann also came
to be used for Raagas in Tamil. The
ancient Tamil musicians and singers were
named as Paanar. Pann and Paanar
figure in the earliest known Tamil poetry
that is the Sangam literature whose age
goes up to 5 century B.C. The Paanars
occupy a place in Sangam literature not

Music As Guru NaNAK’S
Mobe oF COMMUNICATION

only as musicians and poets but partly
also as magicians or shamaiis
(Mudhuvaay, Mudhumozhi meaning
Primordial Speech) of the ancient Tamil
communities. K Kailasapathy, a reputed
scholar of yester generation, .in his study
on Sangam literature, titled “Tamil Heroic
Poetry”, discusses the role of the ancient
Tamil bards, Paanars (1). According to
him, the Paanars were the mystic bards
of the ancient Tamil communities who
performed a vital social function of
organic intelligentsia of the communities.
Pann is the root word of another term
‘Panpaadu’ that is equivalent to Culture,
or “Panpadu” meaning ‘cultivate’. The
term hailed from the practice of
cultivating the land. The ancient Tamil
country was divided into five.landscapes
and consequently, the most ancient Tamil
ragas too were classified into Five
(Pancha Pann).

Another more comprehensive Tamil
term for music is Isai that too appears
in Sangam literature. The term contains
in itself an important historical context
when the native community or tribal
relations started breaking down and
individualistic relations started emerging in
Tamil soil, and the need for reconstructing
the social relations too appeared. The
term lIsai acquires its meaning in the
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context of social reorganization and
literally comes to mean consent,
consensus, cementing, accord,
acceptance, achieving common standpoint
etc. Isai often occurs in Sangam
literature with the prefix “Thol-isai”
meaning ancient consent. primordial unity,
ancient order etc (2).

As per the descriptions of Sangam
literature, when the tribal chieftains were
abolished and kingdoms started appearing
in Tamil soil, the term Isai also acquired
the fresh meaning of fame or acceptance
of kings by the people, when the new
kings were advised to rule the people not
by mere coercion but by consensus that
must be created by the kings among the
people. The bard-poets started playing
the role of mediators between the
emerging kings and the people. In the
new meaning of the term, it has an
economic and social meaning that the
king ought tc rule the people by
redistributing the new surplus wealth
keeping in mind the ancient rules of
economic and social justice, that is, the
chieftains sharing the wealth with the
people. The fame or acceptance of the
King by the people is guaranteed only
when social justice is kept intact by the
rulcrs.

Jn the basis of the above discussion,
I wou'’ like to assert that the origin of
N *~i in Tamil contains certain

; t meanings and message.
Mu5|c is the .1edium of reconstructing a
broken unity, constructing a consensus,
and thus constructing a community. In a

peculiar sense, the mode of music in
Tamil includes in its origin itself the
themes of separation and unity. It refers
to the theme of separation due to the
broken unity of the ancient order and, to
the theme of unity due to the suffered
longing that is aimed to be overcome. In
place of the tribal unity, a socio-cultural
and socio-psychological unity is
advocated. An anthropological or an
ideological world constructed with the
help of values is conceived by the
Sangam poets. The themes of separation
and unity, in more recent words, can be
called as the themes of difference and
unity or difference and identity. Keeping
in mind the historical context, we can
say that the theme of music from Tamil
perspective immanently contains the
problems of primordial unity and broken
unity, broken unity and reconstructing the
unity, separation and unity, and finally
difference and unity. ;
The second chapter in Tamil music
starts with the devotional movement that
is associated with the activities of the
Vaishnavite Alwars and the Saivite
Nayanmaars. The Alwars and
Naayanmaars appearing from 5th century
A.D traveled widely in the territories of
the Tamil land and composed the
devotional hymns in the form of
Paasurams, literally meaning musical
hymns. The devotional culture of
Tamilnadu -tried to unite the Tamil land in
the aftermath of the Sangam Age (native
Tamilian) and the Post Sangam Age
(Jaina-Buddhist Period). The discords
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emerged in Tamil society in terms of folk
religious worships, Jainism and
Buddhism, and finally in terms of
Varmashrama Dharma, were encountered
by the devotional culture of Tamilnadu.
Saivism and Vaishnavism tried to
construct the monotheistic religions
transcending the emerging caste
differences. The devotional singers
appealed more to music and emotion. A
musical cementing or an emotional unity
is constructed.

Here | want to make a small
digression regarding one important aspect
of difference between the North Indian
Bhakti and the South Indian Bhakti
during this period. The Tamil devotion, as
we have seen, was basically musical
and emotional. The North Indian Bhakti,
on the other hand, was narrative-puranic
in expression. The narrative expression,
as the scholars would indicate, is linear
and extensive in form and thickly related
with temporality (Narrativity and Time by
Paul Ricouer). The musical form used by
the Alwars and Naayanmaars cannot be
called as linear, neither its temporal
aspect is clear. Socially it was meant to
unite the followers into an emotional
community transcending the caste and
other traditional barriers.

The Context of Guru Nanak’s Music

If the Tamil devotional culture belongs
to the so-called early medieval period,
Guru Nanak's devotion belongs to the
late medieval period. The inter-space,
chronologically around one thousand
years, is very important to understand

- why Guru Nanak resorted to music as

his mode of communication. The inter-
space between Tamil devotion and Sikh
devotion was the historical period when
the devotional culture both of North and
South became an institution and
consequently, revolt against institutional
religiosity became widespread in India.
The institutionalization of devotion in
Indian context also means ritualization,
Sanskritization and caste-ization. In the
North Indian context, introduction of Islam
and its transformation into political Islam
became additional factors to the
institutionalization of Saivism and
Vaishnavism. The institutionalization of
Saivism, Vaishnavism and Islam also
meant feudalization - of religions
characteristic of the medieval period.

It is in the above described context,
at least three socio-religious movements
namely the Siddhas, the Sufis and the
Sants emerged as differing voices to the
institutionalized religions and politicization
of religion. The internal cultures developed
by the Siddhas, the Sufis and the Sants
explored an inter-religious space for
spirituality, ethics and social justice. The
mid-medieval centuries of India, under the
political rule of the Islamic kings, was
also a period of urbanization, growth of
individualism and upward social
mobilization from below. The political
economy of the Islamic rulers did not
adhere to the traditional Indian social
order namely the caste system or the
closed village order. The so-czlled Islamic
period in India was a historical period of
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intense and dynamic changes that
caused serious breaches in the traditional
social structures on the one hand, and
also intensification of individualistic
moments in human realm. The Siddha-
Sufi-Sants triad somehow reflects the
positive and negative inputs of the so-
called Islamic period. By all means, it
was a period when the old ordérs were
broken and the new order had not yet
come into existence.

Guru Nanak’s Music

The Tamils are happy to know that the
founder Guru of Sikhism, Guru Nanak
Dev, addressed to music as the
appropriate mode of communication. The
narrative (puranic) mode is thoroughly
absent in Guru Nanak as well as in other
Gurus. By reviving the musical culture,
the Guru revived the emotional mode of
early Bhakti. But the revival of early
Bhakti was done by Guru Nanak after
going through the knowledge and
experiences of the Siddha-Sufi-Sant
internalization. In this important sense,
Guru Nanak synthesized the spirit of
early Bhakti and the critical spirit of the
Siddha-Sufi-Sant intervention.

Gurbani, as the word immediately
means, is in the musical mode of
communication. The term communication
contains in itself a few more words,
namely unity, unification, community and
com-unification. Guru Nanak's music
addresses to the problematic of
brokenness of Indian society in terms of
castes, classes, religions, languages,
social structures and cultural paradigms.

Bhai Gurdas describes the situation in
appropriate. words:

“Guru Nanak entered the court of the
Creator

And was honored with the gifts of the
Name and humility

Then he cast a glance at the
cotemporary world,

And saw it steeped in sorrow and
suffering.

There was total darkness without the
Guru, _

The masses were crying for help and
guidance,

Guru Nanak took birth as -a normal

‘human being,

And practiced renunciation in the midst
of social life.

He came to the world for the uplift of
mankind.” (3) -

A careful student of Indian philosophy
could understand that the issue of one
and many was always a basic problem
in Indian culture. Buddhist Sangam and
Anatmavada, the Jaina theory of
Anekantavada and Vedantic Ekantavada
and caste system represent the various
ways of solving the problem of one and
many in earlier contexts. A brief look at
them would reveal that the Jaina mode
gives priority to multiplicity, the Vedanta
mode reduces everything into the Nirgunic
One, and Buddhism constructs a mode
of relationality. The musical-devotional
mode has a fundamental difference from
the Vedantic mode of reducing everything
phenomenal into the transcendental one
Brahman-reality. The Brahman-reality is
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often expressed in Upanishads as OM,
the primordial sound or Sabda. The OM
as ultimate reality is not OM spelled as
O and M, or spelled as A, U and M.
OM is the elongated, undifferentiated and
the infinite reciting of the sound of OM.
According to Vedanta, the undifferentiated
and infinite OM is the only reality and
every individual and differentiated noise or
sound is mayic or illusory. The Vedantic
discussion inevitably ends up in a
dichotomy, essentialism and reduction.
Making the reduced OM into the ultimate
reality, Vedanta becomes a phnlosophy of
dominance.

The Tamil and Sikh musical devotion
is a different kind of generalization that
constructs a unity that mediates between
one and many. It does not characterize
the one as the only reality as well as.
it does not evaluate the differences of
multiplicity as illusory. The ‘synthetic spirit
of Guru Nanak is the most fundamental
and consequently, the musical cementing
and construction of consent are
negotiations between the two realms of
the same reality. Guru Nanak recognizes
the many and the agony of the many.
Music is a fluid signifier in Guru Nanak's
thought pattern. The rigid and sectarian
signifiers like Siva, Vishnu and Allah
could not render unity to the then divided
popular reason of the subcontinent. On
the other hand, they divided the people
into various denominations. The nameless
and formless one God, the
incomprehensible and infinite God of Guru
Nanak is thoroughly a fluid signifier to

e ———
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cement the people of different faiths.
Guru Nanak enumerates Saivite,
Vaishnavite and Islamic names to
describe the fluid idea of God (4). It is
this fluidity aimed at cementing the
brokenness of Indian society that was the
meaning of Gurbani music. Caste too

. stands to represent the rigid and hard
‘system of signification and brokenness of

Indian society.

Music is not just a mode of
expression for Guru Nanak and music is
the lived reality that is non-conceptual
and non-dual. The human personality is
conceived by Guru Nanak in the form of
Music. .

“Let intellect be the musical
instrument and love the tambourine,

And there shall be always joy and
pleasure in the mind,

This is the devotion and this is the
austerity.

Sing in this ‘way beatnng time with
thy feet. j

Let the knowledge of Hls praise be
the clapping of the hands,

And joy in the mind be the rhythm

Let Truth and contentment be the two
resounding cymbals,

Let the perpetual vision of the Lord
be thy ankle-bells,

Let non-duality be thy music and
song

Proceed in this way with measured
step.” (5)

Music is the reality of Guru Nanak
where all hard boundaries of phenomenal
world are crossed and blending together
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of all living beings occur. Guru Nanak's
reality of music transcends even the
boundaries such as nature and culture.
Every season is the articulation of
human suffering and yearning to get
united.

“In Nature we see the Lord

In Nature we hear His speech,

Nature inspires the devotional trance

In Nature is the essence of joy and
peace.” (6)

Music is the fluid signifier from the

point of which all rigidities are criticized -

by Guru Nanak/ The boundaries of Miri
and Piri, body and soul, temporal and
beyond, humans and nature etc fall away
and they blend together to form a unity
in Guru Nanak. With a necessary
precaution it has to be stated that neither
did Guru Nanak ignore the agony and
ruptures within the unity. Guru Nanak's
unity is not a dull or absolute identity.

The music of the Guru is the realm
of non-concept, as the French
philosopher Deleuze would say. A non-
concept is always richer than a concept
by its concreteness and involvement in
the existential problems of the humans.
Philosophers do have an attraction to
‘pure’ concepts but they indeed enter
into the realm of dichotomy and loose
the concreteness of existence. W.Donald
Hudson quotes Wittgenstein saying, “
Ethics and aesthetics are one and the
same” (7). Further he states, * the two
spheres in which the mystical can show
itself are art and action” (8). Thus ethics,
aesthetics and the realm of action are

voices.

similar in status (and different from
conceptual philosophizing) to express the
mystical. The realms of ethics,
aesthetics, practice and mystical are
non-conceptual, as we find them in Guru
Nanak (Wismad) (9). Guru Nanak’'s
music “contains a logic of sense inspired
entirely from the domain of empiricism
which knows how to transcend the
experiential dimensions of the visible
without resorting to ideas.” (10).

The musical reality of Guru Nanak is
also different from the westem conception
of music. In the west, music is mostly
conceived as harmonizing the
individualized notes. According to this
conception, the individualistic moments
are fundamental and music plays the
secondary role of harmonizing them. The
German philosopher Leibnitz once
discussed the theme of harmony along
with his basic concept of monads.
Monads are primary and individualistic,
typical to western philosophizing. -Guru
Nanak may not agree to this formulation
because for the Guru the individualistic
moments are not basic or fundamental.
On the other hand, the Guru takes
inspiration from the primordial unity
expressed in Anahad Nada, Sahaja or
Sunya. It means that the Guru's Music
occupies a middle path between the
unstruck melody and the differentiated
Guru's Music as middle path
does not presuppose the existence of the
absolute identity and the differences as
two dichotomous realms. For the Gury,
Music is the name of a reality where a
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creative rupture always exists and a
community finds its living in it |

Conclusion | |

A philosophical dealing of Guru
Nanak’s Music is a promising area where
the core problems of Indian philosophy as
well as the postmodern and postcolonial
debates could be put to test. The Tamil
perspective of the idea of Music as Isai
too creatively contributes to the

understanding of Guru’'s Music as

constructing a community of people
perpetually negotlatmg within and . thus
guaranteeing an internal dynamtsm for

themselves. In this sense, Guru Nanak's

Music organically confluences with the
- ethics, aesthetics and praxis proposed in
the Sikh philosophy. ‘
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