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Gurbani sans raag can't touch hearts

The recent kirtan performance by Prof Kartar Singh at Harmandir
Sahib was not only uncommon for a nonagenarian performing kirtan
with tanti saaz, but it also gave a glimpse into how kirtan used to be
performed at Harmandir Sahib in the days of yore, when harmonium
had not yet made way into time for "Gurbani" to be "Gurbani" recital.

"The need of the hour is emotions to reach the to bring back the
raag- based kirtan as mandated by Sikh Gurus," the professor said.

"As raag has been written at the beginning of each shabad, "Gurbani"
cannot be looked in isolation from the raag. It is time for "Gurbani" to
be sung according to raags for emotions to reach the heart, Prof Kartar Singh stressed. At
90, he is still going strong. Serving as Honorary Director of the Gurmat Sangeet Academy at
Anandpur Sahib, he goes to conduct classes at the academy every week.

Indefatigable and passionate for "Gurmat Sangeet”, he penned six books on “Gurbani
Kirtan”. "These days, he is writing another book based on Bani by Bhagats in Guru Granth
Sahib.

Prof Singh expressed concern over kirtan not being performed according to raags. "What
should concern everyone is that there isn't even any feeling of remorse and compunction by
kirtaniyas or even objection by devotees for kirtan not being performed according to raags,
he said. "I have seen the times when not only kirtan was performed according to raags, but
even the best of musicians used to express a feeling of exhilaration listening to the musical
prowess of kirtaniyas, performing in raags even in "Gurbani". But you don't see that happen
now. "It is high time that "Gurbani Kirtan" was performed only in the discipline of "Gurbani"
raags for the realization of it's true essence," he said.

(Source: The Tribune, May 22, 2018)
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Chhant, Bilaaval, Fourth Mehl, Mangal ~ The Song Of Joy:
One Universal Creator God. By The Grace Of The True Guru:

My Lord God has come to my bed, and my mind is merged with the Lord.

As it pleases the Guru, I have found the Lord God, and I revel and delight in
His Love. Very fortunate are those happy soul-brides, who have the jewel of
the Naam upon their foreheads. The Lord, the Lord God, is Nanak's Husband
Lord, pleasing to his mind. ||1]|| The Lord is the honor of the dishonored. The
Lord, the Lord God is Himself by Himself. The Gurmukh eradicates self-
conceit, and constantly chants the Name of the Lord. My Lord God does
whatever He pleases; the Lord imbues mortal beings with the color of His
Love. Servant Nanak is easily merged into the Celestial Lord. He is satisfied
with the sublime essence of the Lord. [|2|| The Lord is found only through
this human incarnation. This is the time to contemplate the Lord. As
Gurmukhs, the happy soul-brides meet Him, and their love for Him is
abundant. Those who have not attained human incarnation, are cursed by
evil destiny. O Lord, God, Har, Har, Har, Har, save Nanak; he is Your humble
servant. ||3|| The Guru has implanted within me the Name of the
Inaccessible Lord God; my mind and body are drenched with the Lord's
Love. The Name of the Lord is the Lover of His devotees; the Gurmukhs
attain the Lord. Without the Name of the Lord, they cannot even live, like the
fish without water. Finding the Lord, my life has become fruitful; O Nanak,
the Lord God has fulfilled me. [|4]|1]]3]]
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