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The month of Aasaarh is good; the sun blazes in the sky.
U9st g4 A AY nidfs Sy |
The earth suffers in pain, parched and roasted in the fire.
wdlfe I0 Ry W9 Y 3t A foe3 & 91l
The fire dries up the moisture, and she dies in agony.
But even then, the sun does not grow tired.
99 fag arfenr us 30t 23 &< Wi T3
His chariot moves on, and the soul-bride seeks shade;
the crickets are chirping in the forest.
WA T 98 oY »id By 37 A AW I
She ties up her bundle of faults and demerits, and suffers in the
world hereafter. But dwelling on the True Lord, she finds peace.
a75d fim 3 feg e T HIT HieT yz B I
0 Nanak! I have given this mind to
Him; death and life rest with God. | |
(3YTSt E3 HUB' Q TTIOHTTT MdT 1108)
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Donations to AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST (Unique
Registration Number AAATA1371JF19911)
Are eligible for relief u/s 11-Clause (i) of first
proviso to sub-section (5) of section 80G date
07-04-2022 valid upto from AY 2022-23 to AY
2026-2027----Cheques/Drafts should be sentin
the name of AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST payable at
Mohali. Donations can also be sent by money
order at the address AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST
(Regd.) 422, Sector 15-A,Chandigarh-160015.
The Donations can be made by Electronic
Transfer also. The bank details are :

AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST Saving Bank A/c No.
65079603302, IFSC :SBIN0018141 in the
State Bank of India, Phase 3B2, Mohali Punjab
Branch. After such a Deposit, please inform us
your Aadhar No., Pan No. Name & Address as
also the deposit details to enable us to send

you the receipt.
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Shaheed Bhai Amrik Singh

Dr. Amardev Singh

Throughout history, Sikhs have been known around
the world for their bravery and willingness to sacrifice their
lives for justice. Not many can lay claim to the honourable
titles of both Raagi and Shaheed but such is the history of
Bhai Amrik Singh Ji.

Bhai Amrik Singh was born to Mata Chint Kaur Ji in
1934, into the home of Sardar Asa Singh Ji in the village of
Mundhon Sangtian, near Kurali in undivided Punjab. He
was blind since birth, and as a result, was unable to attend
school. There weren’t many facilities available then, that
catered to children with special needs as what we have
now. Bhai Amrik Singh Ji was the second of six siblings, and
he was fondly known as ‘Jethu’ in the village. His elder brother, Charan Singh and
younger brother, Lekh Singh did laborious jobs in the village to earn a living. Two of
his younger brothers enlisted in the army. Among these two, the youngest, Ajit Singh
lives in Model Town, Kurali now. Another brother of theirs, Sarban Singh also lives in
Kurali.

Young ‘Jethu’ used to wander around the streets of his village while carrying
a tune. Sometimes, he would play a beat on an empty box while singing. One day,
the uncle of Principal Teja Singh, the school principal, was passing by and heard
‘Jethu’ singing away. He was impressed with this young boy’s talent, and made
arrangements to send young ‘Jethu’ who was aged 7 at that time, to the village of
Manpur (Khant), Morinda to learn Kirtan. Prior to the division of Punjab, there were
two renowned Kirtan Vidhyalas (academies). The larger of the two was based at
Chamkaur Sahib, which was overseen by Raagi Bhai Sampuran Singh Ji. The
secondVidhyala was located in Manpur, and was under the care of Bhai Jaswant
Singh Jifrom Kaleran. Interestingly, this Vidhyala was an offshoot of theVidhyala in
Chamkaur Sahib and it was started by the graduates from Chamkaur Sahib. Bhai
Amrik Singh Ji stayed at Manpur and learned Kirtan from Bhai Jaswant Singh Ji. He
was taught to play the harmonium, dilruba, violin and tanpura.

Bhai Jaswant Singh Ji shared his vast knowledge of Raags and techniques
of playing various stringed instruments. Bhai Amrik Singh also took classes on
Gurbani Santhya and Rehat Maryada from BhaiGurbaksh Singh Ji, a very learned
individual, who also taught him the art of delivering Katha (discourse). While India
gained independence in 1947, this brought about many changes and uncertainties
to the people of Punjab. Sadly, both Vidhyalas fell victim to the partition, and were
shutdown permanently.

Following the partition, Bhai Amrik Singh Ji went to Gurdwara Sri
Hargobindgarh in Kurali. At this pointin time, there were only two Raagi jathas in that
area and their duties were split between them. Bhai Amrik Singh Ji used to attend
I ——
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various ‘Jod Melas’ and performed Anand Karaj ceremonies as well. The other jatha
was that of Bhai Sarup Singh Safri. Next, Bhai Amrik Singh Ji went to Gurdwara
Dukh Niwaran Sahib, Patiala and served as Hazoori Raagifor five
years.Subsequently, he moved to Takhat SriKeshgarh Sahib, Anandpur Sahib for a
short period of time, before moving back to Patiala. His last shift was to Sri
Harmandir Sahib, Amritsar, where he would perform Kirtan duties regularly until his
last breath.

An interesting incident occurred during his election as Hazoori Raagi at Sri
Harmandir Sahib. The Kirtan sub-committee conducting his interview had
requested him to sing Raag Gauri. He went silent for a while, as if awaiting further
instruction. The committee members, thinking that they knew better, tried breaking
the silence by commenting that there were six other candidates waiting to be
selected. Bhai Amrik Singh humbly folded his hands and asked “Which variant of
Gauri would you like me to sing?” Not having the knowledge to answer that, the
committee members tried to cover their embarrassment with laughter, and hired him
without even listening to Raag Gauri.

Bhai Amrik Singh was well versed in singing compositions in difficult Raags
and Taals. He was accompanied on the side harmonium for many years by Sardar
Harcharan Singh Darvesh. He had a few companions on tabla such as Bhai Ram
Singh (Ropar) and BhaiGurnam Singh Sohana, but the person who accompanied
him the longest was renowned tabla master, Bhai Mukand Singh, father of Ustad
Harjit Singh Bittu.

Bhai Amrik Singh Ji did not get married and had no children of his own.
According to an article written by Sarbpreet Singh Ji, he had adopted a son, Bhai
Harcharan Singh. Bhai Amrik Singh Ji attained Shaheedi (martyrdom) on the
morning of 6th June 1984 (4th June according to the article by Sarbpreet Singh Ji).
On that fateful morning, amidst the hail of bullets, Bhai Amrik Singh performed Asa Ki
Vaar as he always did. As he exited theDarbar after the early morning Ardas, he was
shot at theParkarma in front of the Darshani Deori. His brother, Ajit Singh Ji said
thatnone of their family members know what happened to Bhai Amrik Singh Ji’'s body
following his death. They were not able to travel to Amritsar due to the curfew forced
upon Punjab, and have no idea where he was cremated, if atall.

Following this tragedy, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) handed his provident fund to his mother, but nothing else was given to date.
His former tabla player, Gurnam Singh Sohana had initiated a memorial society to
organise annual Kirtan Darbars to honour his memory and sacrifice. He had also
planned to open a Vidhyala in Bhai Amrik Singh Ji’'s name. However, he did not
receive much support from anyone and eventually, the society broke up. By that
time, he had only managed to collect Rs.41,000, which he donated to Gurdwara Sri
Hargobindgarh Sahib, with the hopes that it can be utilised to open a Kirtan Vidhyala.
Sadly, 25 years have passed without any progress. On a positive note, SGPC
installed Bhai Amrik Singh Ji’s portrait in theCentral Sikh Museum in Amritsar. His
dilruba and violin are on display at the museum in Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib.

e-mail: kirtansewamalaysia@gmail.com
]
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Bably S. Singh "An Artist
SHIVANI BAKHOO

After devoting 22 years to teaching students, the nuances of painting, Bably
S Singh, now immerses herself in colouring the canvas-expressing her feelings,
thoughts and life's messages through her art.

Her journey with colours began early; she was just 10 when she started
painting and by the age of 14, she had already put up her first exhibition. Since then,
she has consistently held exhibitions of her artwork- though never for sale. If
someone appreciates a piece, she's happy to gift it, but refuses to sell it. “For me an
artist must be true, sincere and humble," she says. "Every creative work requires
humility. And one can perceive the truth through humility only. I've tried to convey
this through my paintings as well."

Her paintings carry deep messages, often reflected in the captions. one
such work 'Balihaari Kudrat Vaseya' beautifully expresses the wonders of nature
with myriad colours. Other notable titles in her collection include, 'Pinks in Bloom',
Desires, Amaltaas, Glamour, Bliss, Sab Teri Kudrat, Fire of Five Evils and
Memories-- Each echoing a unique message.

Speaking about her passion, Bably Singh shares that her work has been
appreciated by several leading personalities over the years." Surjit Patar, Janmeja
S. Johl and many others have always supported me. They were instrumental in
organising many exhibitions. Sometimes, it is really beautiful to flow like colours-
just to flow with our thoughts and emotions," she reflects.

Though she has taken a step back from the spotlight recently due to
personal reasons, Bably Singh is optimistic about returning with a fresh exhibition in
a few months featuring her latest creations. "If a thought strikes me at 01:30 AM, |
just pick up my brush and start pouring everything out onto the canvas. Painting is
my Soul", she says with quiet conviction.

Born in Madras, Bably holds an M.A in English and Music. She was also
selected as a member of Punjab Lalit Kala Akademy by renowned Dr. M.S.
Randhawa.

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE... Ludhiana, May 2nd , 2025.
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