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Gurbani Kirtan

@ Information has been provided by Bhai Gurdas Ji on the
‘0l worship at the Gurdwaras, established by Guru Nanak
fhe style in which Gur-Bani Kirtan was iniciated by him as
he Bhai ji -
Il Sangat mil gaanvde,
e (Nanak) Sabad anashad waayaa.”
Serial No. 87, Page - 38

Assembiy was initated by,
| Nunak in performing Kirtan.”
Whni Mardana ji, the tradition was continued by his son,
hehzada, by Guru Manak Sahib, whose performances, Bhai
| might have heard. Mardana Gharana of Rababies had by
_ well established. Asa-di-Var was generally performed at
Weln" (dewy morning) by the Rabuabies or other selected
g Al § Faran qAr 3 Who had been trained by the Rababies. The Rababies were
BT WT3l F1 THE Fid % fA0 ul Muslim denomination and had full faith in the teachings
ATFIIT st T T SACE Bifus, Singing Shabads was generally performed by the hu]y
JUbN in unison, in Plain- Song style.

. mequa fRgr ST A1 A
| sz dan wme wq § wLE A CER Y

' g Faa T W R gE g & 3 AT #TF
" gga & AR T S anw famdl F
' srara T ATE-FICA F A gedr st FA1 4 A § )

g T Y A w41 o7 aifvs wiEl § ASTH ot famr§ 31 & Pilth Guru, Arjan Sahib, formally, established the class of

Me himself used to play the Sarinda. Tt was either his own
i, ur 0 modification of a similar instrument of Persia. Tt is
W Violin, except that its back is rounded, while the violin has
Wk, Recent research has rroved that Amir Khusro did not
8 Tubla, According to Dr. R. Stewar of U.5.A. who travelled
Indin, to write a thesis on the Drums of India, during
e two- s ded Drom was first split in two picces in the Durhu;
i Atjun Sahib, Hence the Guru Sahib named the ensemble
jeedd, o ‘‘Jodi,” literally, a pair. Later, the secular Muslim
| . ggan to call it “Tabla,” which is an Arabic werd, meaning
f i ﬁg‘r 21 R | M, Il is noteworthy that the traditional Sikh Ragies fmw;
il qrarer HFARIC 7 U H MTGA FE FIT E | ATFOTAIAT ATAAR W it called “Tabla.” 2
: # =fgarT 1A 51 '0 Ty et FEA % wAFT H UF A W;ER A $habads or hymns composed by Gury Nanak Sahib and four
g Ciurus, cover a period of one century (1500-1600) These

1
"'. qeeg gaH Al gt gard 2, S8 -
frg sifaard g aat fax fag Tfor fagrs
sig o a7 ArAE Ag A7 Al afm %
s7 ga &4 7 T ar A #tad @l
- g W A A T 5 gafus feu = @5y §, @i 7 U9 # ara
qem s wrEl o gAF 2 groof 9 & @ Fiow HUT AN

t o dad w1 oW afEw : gafac zad gzl @i #1T HET TN
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. . thus implying that decorative devices should be sparingly use

MOl 1he Words was éasily and gently conveyea 10 ue
are incorporated in the holy Book of the Sikhs known as Guru Giranth
Sahib. In all, tnirty-one Ragas have been used. Besides, there are some
Shabads in folk tunes based on the same Ragas, We find ample
gnidanee given by the Gurus in their Shabads, to ensure that singing
of the holy text should be condusive to creating an atmosphere of
spiritual seremity. The following few quotations from Guru Granth
Sahib, would suffice :

hiir Macaliffe has stated in his moumental work, “The
" that Guru Amar Dass Sahib selected Ram Das Sahib
the line of the Gurus, primarily becausz of his excellence
singing. His style of singing is defined by Guru Arjan
Tollowing verse taken from his string of letters in Raga
| Bhury Granth Sahib, Page 96 :
“‘Sabhnaa Raagaan vich so bhalaa bhaai,
jit vasyaa man aaey.”
“Of all the ragas, brother, that one is the best,
threugh which the mind gets attuned to God.™ )
2 Guru Ram Das Sahib (Page 1423)

7 But the holy Word and not the music, as such, should predominate :

% mukh suhaawaa jio, Sahaj dhun bani.”
ppearance is immaculate, and
Shabads in tranquil tones.”

o is liable to lose its bearings if its traditions are not
Witnined. We have to be wary of modern trends, also of mis-
i ol the earliest times, For example, medicine and music were

H “ As the deer is enraptured by the strains of music, . gles. Guru Nanak Sahib went further and said :
so is the devotee enchanted by the sound of the Name.” g Ragas are alike to us.”
F Guru Arjan Sahib (Page 914)

Mled in Gyan Ratnawali, by Bhai Mani Singh ji. Tt is the trea-

# As to the style of performance of Shabad Kirtan : fled by a musician to his singing, that can go well with the

e “Japiay sahaj dhuni haan.” Whieh counts. If be sings a Shabad at a fast speed, it quickens
f **0 yes, repeat His praises in reposeful tunes.” fhents, causing excitement. It follows as a corollary, that if
s Gkt riun Sahib, (Pigs 4 il a slow speed it imparts a feeling of repose. Hence any Raga

filpulated to produce any sound effect. 1t is, therefore, of vital

3 The class of traditional Ragies, (initiated by Guru Arjon Sahik that the Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee (S.G.

who sing Shabads according to the Ragas of Guru Granth Sahi # short) insist upon the Ragies employed by them to adhere
i tn:eticuiausly adhere to these instructions which has given wide curren Wil tones, in their preformances. “Whoever pays the piper calls
to the saying in the Punjab : &
“Tikwaan te badi khich waalaa Shabad Kirtan hai.”’'
**The singing of Shabads is reposeful,
and exercises great mental pull, (towards God).™

Wilher problem created by modernism is in the use of supporting
18, As we cannot get rid of the Harmonium, the next best
B tun d>» is to use only one Harmonium, one Sarinda, adding
Pl und cover the top completely, and using only one Jodi.
| wind blown instruments compete with the voice, the Harmoni-
Bild be softly (gently) played and the Violin type Sarinda
I played a little more loudly. Flute tyre instruments, though
il when plaved in solo or as a part of an orchestra, do not merge
Violee,  The Media should be advised to use only Sikh traditio-
ments, They should cmploy only such other singers who

217

We find repeated advice in Gurn Granth Sahib to the effict th
: the Shabads should be sung with “natural ease,” and “natural grace

. Khushwant Singh in his work, *A History of the Sikhs” Clarendon P .
Oxford states :

“The instructions to the singers were to avoid the exposition of t
intricacies of Ragas, but to sing the Shabads in such a way,

26



have reecived sufiicient training from traditional Ragies, and are app#

ed by the 8. G. P. C. No sinzer of Gur-Bani shouid be premitted tof "mmg

g 3

, his own experiments with the distimct Style set by the Gurus, which § (1] n
Sa : i ; b Eh' alﬂ'
Sh been passed on to us, by generations of Kagies. g‘ﬂ Haf w a‘

(To be Concluds 3
L AN FAF 8
of i . BRI il
Cbiects of the Amrit Kirtan Trust : » e,

sp : T T : Wl i B+ S gaeet e
g: - To provide financial aid to one or more educational, social, welfi # o
; ' Woas @98 ms 9F Iward

institutions, health centres, homes for the poor and the destitl

: i ! i f i
in any part of the Indian Republic or abroad. fs | Qoat Elwt Gerdiu

Wi Qo' €2 st Hizadl

2. To help the poor and desesving, regardless of their religion, casl _ ;
Wi-uyl AuRtHE € Al gget

and creed. : |
t 3. Toaward rtipends, scholarships or any other form of fAnanch
1 assistance to the needy & deserving, preference being given to f
destitute children and orphens.

y fes 17 wis § B9
e mg A2 Bt 2 wa A a

1 2
4. Tohelp voung men & women in imbibing their rich religiof i da weaat gms di=t g ; i
1 and cultural heritage by prompting and organising  Skabad Gaya WM yst ga <t fuspg Afsag LA ¥
compelitions, essay-wriling competitions, Debates, Elocution co Tmit ) ; '
{ S ik ad

ctitions, cle.

5, To start and maintain institutions of seneral welfare or education
al in nature and to eradicate social evils through publicity, T ecturs
display of relevant films and publication of pamphleis,

W) @ fiz gtgss 35 =8 el AT fAw st e #ed fils
i uloits 3azzas fas wifyzna feg dfewr  feast @ fuzr At §
N Wlyas & 533 53 911 Qaat 3w AdEE § dless e &
Wl 1 gl ifag © g 3¢ ASlEl A < Al fem 39@ sas A
i i fums &3 dleas five @9 wow &l |

6. To publish bhooks. magazines and other literature, for children
particiwlar and the public in general, to inculcate in them the finel
values of good citizenship and to build up their highmoral chars
cter,

w9l H_UH frw 35, farwdt famrs fAw wiwsHAZ, 389t 74y
7. To establish libraries for the benefit of the public.

i Wit 3° stazs  fifanr oAz a3l 1 fer @ 38 38w §
| ¢ Unave e &1 s Hor, U3 =€ @M 338 39S 8, ¥t Afas
\ 118wl sEs 218, Hagts wsl mife und 3vEiy aEs g9 =
' " \

Wit wu & /3 AR fAw @ zvs dlss e Gag S om OF
i wi@E s i § 39 9re giet Hewl,arel ate, giE 3,
Wi, et gt sofe gl stazsing ®r &le3s nEs v AR
it @ dlass 3 (233 yarfes na miud-2 dtags § < Gast &

That the benefits aceruing from the objects of the Trust shall not §
restricted or confined to members of any particular communif
caste, creed, religion or faith,
9. To utilise the Trust for advancement of any other object of 2enerd
public utility,
[+ 10. That surplus generated by any activity of the Trust shall ke neg
j whaolly for one of the objects of the trust as specified above, wheth
er in the year of generation or be accumalated, to be used for cha
itable purposes in any subsequent year.
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MATTA ELECTRONICS

B Deals in :
porded Audio Cassettes AMY, HMV, MYI, Pent i
Ras, T. Series i it

Specialist : Shabad Gurbani & Punjabi Folk Songs
Na: 3, Ist Floor* S.C.0. 1010-11, Sec. 22-B, Chandigarh.

DHIMAN RADIOS

Manufasturers of : ESKOM SPEAKERS
Specialist in Repairs of :
WO'R, Sterio, Tape-Recorders, § i
y 1 - . Speakers, M
pliffers, Units Multimeters & MAGNET E‘C{I‘i‘m’?ﬁfﬁ
S.F. No. 43/4, Scctor 18-D, CHANDIGARH
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