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[am presently listening to the CD Pranee Eko Naam. Itis really blissful. Thank
You very much. Congratulations for the award recd at the hands of Dr. jaspal
Singhji. Youreally deserved it.

Dr Surjeet Kaur Chahal, Prof, Dept of Philosophy, University of Pune, Pune -
411007, Phone : +91 - 9225527222

I am greatly impressed that you are doing great service to humanity by sending
highest level of knowledgeable information to your readers.

Harjit Singh, H. No. 25,(First Floor), Sector - 18/A, CHANDIGARH-160018
Phone numbers: 09814624452(M) 0172-2546452(R)

An excellent endeavor through technology to propagate Gurmat Sangeet. My
heartiest congratulations to the team of Amrit Kirtan Trust.
Paramdeep Singh, Mohali
Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh! By almighty Waheguru You are
doing very good Job of kirtan sewa. Sikh panth is proud of you for ever.
Ratan jit Singh Shairy, Indore M.P
YIS id T AH dIdT 993 URE »ireT | fiw 9g 7 37us fu »=s : go39 fRu ft g
ABHTSS I9d UrTe! galeafAet, ufent® & 893 AoTid 797 137 J |
g: Ha3 AW HAS™T, W&, A3 Hoe AW, H&2, Y: WH. WA, Age<T, MEdg

BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS
Always remember to forget Always remember to forget
the things that made you sad the friends that proved untrue
But never forget to remember But never forget to remember
the things that made you glad those that have struck by you

Always remember to forget
the troubles that passed away
But never forget to remember
the blessings that come each day.

UWett: beot compliments from a welluistien
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KIRTAN SAMRAT BHAI SAMUND SINGH
(An Ocean of Sikh Religious Music)

Prof. Ravinder Gargesh & Rajinder Singh Chadha

There are people who come to this world and make a noble presence and depart
noiselessly. Their noble presence is felt through their devotedness to what they believe in
and what they do, particularly if these are rooted in their cultural ethos. The life of Bhai
Samund Singh is like a beacon that shows the path of happiness and fulfillment in today's
complex world. His life displays a love for devotional music rooted in the desire to render
Gurabni in its true classical Indian musical form that touches the inner chords of
consciousness and provides peace, succor and rationality to the living. Sixty five years of
his life were devoted to seeking perfection in singing devotional music in congregations,
knows as Kirtan. He had a unique melodious voice, an extensive and deep
understanding of Gurbani, correct interpretation of ragas, attractive style of singing and
great human qualities. He is one of those rare gems, whose worth was recognized during
his life time as well.

Bhai Samund Singh rendered Gurbani Kirtan for 36 years from All Indial Radio,
Lahore and later from Jalandhar; and commanded wide listening. He got the unique
distinction of becoming the first Sikh religiojs classical musician to perform a one-and-a-
half hours long live program in the prestigious weekly Akhil Bhartiya Program of Classical
Music, the highest recognition of his are, on a Saturday evening at the Delhi station of
AIR. He was also given the state award by the Punjab governmentin 1971.

Bhai Samund Singh was born on January 1,1900 in an envioronment of
devotional music and religion,in the family of Hazoora Singh and Karam Karu in village
Hamzan, District Montgomery, now in Pakistan. Hls father worked with the Forest
Department and also served as the Chief Sewadar at Gurudwara Nankana Sahib, the
birth place of Guru Nanak. He laso performed Kirtan along with his brother Bhai Gurdit
Singh, who played the Tabla. His grandmother Sada Kaur was a pious lady, whorecited
Sukhmani Sahib everyday. The religious atmosphere permeated the being of the child
Samund Singh and he begm to perpfoorm Kirtan on occasions like the Gurpurab and
other religious gatherings and conferences from the tender age of 7 years.

While Samund Singh was still very young, his father has set a vigorous training
regimen for the aspirant which continued for all times. Strict spiritual discipline (Nlthem)
and regular Riaz (practive) of theragas, was the hallmark of his life style. By the age of 12,
Samund Singh has learnt a thousand Shabads from Guru GRanth Sahib by heart and
recognizing his skills, he was appointed Hazoori Rai at Nankana Sahib, where he served
in that position till 1947. At the age of 15,his rendering of Kirat(i) Karam k-ai
veechh(u)arh-ei Kar(i) Kirpa m-ai-lah(u) Ram at the Sikh Educational Conference at

|
10 7% 2011




T
Ferozepurin 1915, won his a lot of praise. His father had provided the motivation and the
young Samung Singh got training in music from Mahant Sham Singh. Thereafter, he also
acquired the complexities of the traditional system of ragas from Bhai Hira Singh
Pharukewala. He was also close to a contemporary Ragi Bhai Sher Singh Gujranwale.
Later, he also got inspiration from Bhai Pyara Singh Rababi and from the noted classical
vocalist Bade GulamAli Khan.

In 1947, after partition, Bhai Samund Singh migrated to India leaving behind his
home and belongings. But he brought with him, with great care,his Tanpura for Riaz
(practice of vocal mucis). Here he did not accept any position as a Ragi, neither of
Harmandir Sahib nor of the position of a Royal Ragi in the Kindgdom of Patiala. In fact,
after experiencing the freedom at Nankaba Sahib, he did not want to be surservient to
anyone, He, thereofre, began to perform Kirtan whereever he was invited and of his own
free will. Due to his artistic devotion to Gurmat music, he was ofter invited to the religions
functions organized by Sant Attar Singh Mastuanewale, Baba Nand Singh Kaleranwale,
Sant Sham Singh Attariwale, Sant Attar Singh Hoti Mardanwale, Sant Sangat Singh
Kamalliyewale and Sant Ishar Singh Rarewale.

Bhai Samund Singh was well-built, though of a less than medium height. He had
prominent eyes and good facial features with a nice flowing beard. He was generally clad
in which Kurta-Pyjama, adorned a blue turban and wore an almong colored waistcoat.
He was of a jovial nature. He was young with the young and old with the old. He was
simple and open-hearted. Due to his good and kind nature, Bhai Teja Singh and Bhai
Harnam Singh were part of his team for performing Kirtan for many years. He was also a
successful householder. He got his three daughters and his only son high education and
all of them are wel-settled in life. He was also fond of maintaining a floral garden as well
as a good kitchen garden.

Many institutions have created people for the occupation of Kirtan, but none has
replaced Bhai Samund Singh. Kiran in the Sikh tradition had begun from the time of Guru
Nanak and this was carried forward by Guru Arjan, by providing Gurbani with the form
and format of Indian classical music, so much so that the Guru declared Kirtan as the
main medium of salvation:

IBY dTHT F1935 UIu™aT 11(1075)
Kaljug meh kirtan pardhaanaa

(In this Dark Age of Kali Yuga, the Kirtan of the Lord's Praises is most sublime and
exalted)

and

3TTEIS AT AIIE 397 (749)
Tahaan(n)b-ei-kuntth Jeh Kirtan t-ai-raa
(Thatplace is heaven, where the Kirtan of the Lord's Praises is sung)

Itis in this tradition that Bhai Samund Singh performed Kirtan at Kankana Sahib
|
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for thirty five years. He combined the raga with the Bani in a very effective way. His voice
was extremely melodious and he was not only steeped in Gurbani and knew it well but
was also a connoisseur of the Indian classical musical tradition. He sand the Bani very
vlearly and melodiously. He often performed Kirtan in the Thumri format, but had the
capacity to render the same Bani in different ragas too. At times he could change the raga
midway during the rendition of a Shabad yet not violate its continuity. He was also fond of
using the folowing musical forms for singing the Shabads: Raag Sorath, Multani, Kafi,
Bhairavi, Maand, Darbar, Aasaavariand Bahaar. While at Nankana Sahib, Bhai
Samund Singh was accorded more slots to perpform Asa Ki Vaar, because he mastered
the technique of the rendering of Tunde Asraje Ki Dhuni to peprfection. One of his
masterpieces is supposed to be the rendering of the shabad Bhinnee r-er-nar(h)ee-ei
chaamkan(i) taar-ai in Raag Sorth. His rendition of the Shabads in the film Nanak Naam
Jahaaz Hai Kal(i) taaran Guru Nanak aaiaa and Satgur Nanak pargatiaa miti dhundh
jagg chaanan(h) hoaa in Rag Bahaar made him extremely popularin the country.

Bhai Samund Sing generally began his renderings of a Shabad with a
Manglaacharan, rendered in Vilambat it taal. After a short Alaap, he used to go directly
into the Madh Lai. This would set the mood of the Kirtan and the entire Shabad would be
completed in the same tempo. His style of rendition was named Chhota Raga Shailee.
This Bhai Sahib always sang in a completely relaxed style in all kinds of notes and unlike
his contemporary Bhai Santa Singh, sledon went into the highest notes. Through
prolonged Riaz, he had developed such a fine technique in his voice that he could render
the most difficult modulations with perpfect ease. He not only sang Shabads as per the
ragas laid down in Guru Granth Sahib but also experimented by rendering them in other
ragas of the Indian Classical tradition.

He therefore, contributed creatively in furthering the art of rendering the Shabads in the
classical traditional styles. Bhai Sahib was very particular about the timing of the raga. He
rarely made a variation from the strict time regimen of the ragas. He was a versatile
singer and was praised the renowned maestro Bade Gulam Ali Khan and by musicians
like Dalip Chander Bedi. Versatile film actor Balraj Sahni rated him amongst the best four
artisits of Punjab- the other three being Gurbaksh Singh (Founder-Editor,Preet Larhi),
Sobvha Singh (Painting) and Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan (Classical Music). The
Punjab GTovernment recognized him as the master Ragi and twice bestowed on him the
Bhai Mardana Award. He was also recognized as as 'A' category vocalist by the All India
Radio, Jalandhar, which has fized Friday of every week for Shabad Kirtan program of
Bhai Sahit at the only radio station of Punjab.

After Partition, Bhai Samund Singh settled down in Ludhiana. He was an
eminent Ragi, who not only sand but carefully listened to others' performances as well. In
Ludhiana, he formed the Gurmat Ragi Sabha in 1956. He remained its President for
about 16 years and organized annual programs of Kirtan rendition by different Ragis. In
this way, he was instrumental in making Ludhiana the center for Ragis. In his life time, he
performed Kirtan and got widespread recognition. He is said to have begun to gain fame
at the age of 15 with his rendering of Kirat(i) karam k-ai veechh(u)arh-ei Kar(i) Kirpaa
I
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m-ai-lah(u) Ram and this kept spreading till his last rnedering on all India Radio of the
Shabad M-ai-(i) I-ei-h(u) da(i)aal dheh pae duaaroaa Rakh l-ai-veh(u) deen da(i)aal
Bhramat bah (u) haariaa.

Bhai Samund Singh was against mixing Katha (a lecture or a spiritual discourse)
with Kirtan. Bhai Sahib Bhai vir Singh was also vehemently opposed to Katha by the
Ratgis. He firmly believed that Katha should be the doman of the interpreters of the
Guru's 'Word', as much as te kathakars should leave the art of singing of the Gurbani
hymns to the Ragis. Each can doa better job in his field of speciality.

Towards the end of 1971, Bhai Samund Singh was a very sad grand old man of
Sikh religious music. Public taste of the Sikh community had teteriorated significantly.
Mediocrity had taken hold in popular kirtan and those, who has struggled hard to hone
their skills in the ragas, were being short-changed. Even the authorities running the
historic Sikh shrines were quire indifferent to the merit of the Hazoori Ragis.

On January 5, 1972, after a bout with ill health, the master of melodies merged
with the divine light.

Bhai Samund Singh is one of greatest Sikh musicians. His renderings and
contrubutions need to be highlighted in gibing thisgreat singer his rightful place in the
history of Sikh devotional music. To use some of Kartar Singh Duggal's words, "Bhai
Sahib will be remembered for singing in the simplified classical mould and for exquisitely
balancing the emoitional effect of music with the spiritual appeal of the 'Word' by
repeating phrases with bubtle variations. His 65 years of devotion and achievements do
make him the Kirtan Samrat (King of Kirtan) of India. His live was that of a great
performer, who lived a simple and straight-forward life. Today, the society needs devoted
Ragis like Bhai Samund Singh, who are not only well-versed in the Bani but with the
classical tradition too. Ragis, who, like him, get fully immersed in the Kirtan with their
eyes closed, and who not only become oblivious of where they are but also carry the
audience into the spiritual realm.

All India Radio has been quite irresponsible in preserving Bhai Samund Singh's
melodious voice. Hundreds of hours of his tape recordings were lying unprotected in the
storage of AIR Jalandhar. Some of these tapes were later erased to be used for recording
music of other new artists. The lifelong treasure of the genius had been destroyed due to
the callous negligence and lack of professionalism. His famous recording of Asa Ki Vaar
by AIR, Jalandhar, has also been lost forever. If all his recordings would have been
preserved, we could listen to hundreds of hours of finest renditions by one of finest
exponents of the art. Courtesy : Eternal Voice, November, 2010
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425, fmas foem, Tt &: 1, 5@ wA3 fegr, aae® I3, Bftmrer-141008
HITE® 1 9780708747, 9463244912

®

Salad Bar & Bestaurant

Serving Jndian, Chinese, Continental & Jtalian Food
with a regular Jndian & Salad Buffet

@ For Free Fome Delivery

(abdove Bs. 100/- )

CHD 2723333 SALAD BAR 2723222
PKL 2579888 MOH 2264300

SCO 76-79,(First Floor) Sector 17-E, Chandigarh. Tel: 272322, 2723111, 2704858
w0 PEPSI

CONTAINS NO FRUIT / CONTAINS ADDED FLAVOUR
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se fAdt 99 & y® nmord Hfenm At J1 fARg yets fodf-wdht & are
goH € Ju o9 Adla9 &3 J1 et © de-az feg 99 89 fowens 97 A nifgme,
fonfazs I= A nifenaz e enft fefss AT sfadhft fer A9 uAg feg qus Jert
& Bfadhntt °3 morfagz It I |

Hat3 &t ufggma mee=d § Fa9 g &® oftmr 7 3t feg € muet € WS
AH+3INS &% Ifent™ I AH T »idgg J 949 3 I3 ©F »idg J dfen 77 % | § Hdi3 7
Mg e Jar arfEs o3 77 GdT a3 | Hat3 € YWdT I9 <947 © YISt 2naT mindanrt
AET J1 A3 & HUS uat A s wrdT It yI 391t few #te dfent 7 Aaer I mi3 few
AUSE fenst <t fes 39 € 8596 ¢ U% 39 € HUD HAliS & AEG 3% €9 J9d 3 HGTAS
ASHS Y3 J9er J1 fer g3a It A3 & uaHsHT & gATT JuU faar Afer 1
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gl & TY-TY At eTT T93° 5% It ITH »E AT I° fends J9 Aaet I gAY
nIgt feg eftm 7R 3 mEE & v § g enraT It 8IS FiST AT AdET I g ©
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AT T

‘Y’ HEE T HAIS-YEH Yud 3 Grer fersfos T9Es AE 93 ¥
‘BCH-HH3Y’ fog QuUm U J HieT I &TeW HTHST © 17 nifunrfe feg 393 & uew ©
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viar Hfent I 88 Wdde= 3 I & HIN3 € wial @7 Y=o J1 93 & g Afamr g2
V3 NI &% HEfUs J Aefd Addee & ferer AYU Ual © 3 % € J1| 393 3 Jg
2 yag = Hfenm § Aefa Adaee 3 6 yI9 € A o fenrhmr St I fAré €F 3
InfE T JEAI & I muzTENT T

nufex % feg g & fenrfimr °3 ferer Aoz #a3 feg Ho3< Toar
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I AT AR s JAT A FET e e v A T AR g6 R 53 a1, I 5 T
A, @S &7, 05 3 A »didh, a1 H g - 39< nife T fefire A9 Aot & &t 901 ag
faar Aer J1 nigfsa AR feg fer & grar & uas 7 vy widr faar 7er 31

(3) MW I I :

N TRRET AT T WA 8
HIS I36d9 Ao 123/3
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JTT A 99 YIS A TF o »iuS Afeneex yHg '3 niorfas deT 91 AR »irt fan mee
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UTEt Higit fAgst ® wiOg '3 niied €7 J& U9H {6939 ader J1 I3« &6 € niew

(6) IEEC I
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Nanak proclaimed Lehna's succession - he earned it.

Af3 §ar gaif3 Arfe Afo arfenr 2fg use i

They shared the One Light and the same way; the King just changed His body.

3® § 23 fodrat Hi% 3u3 87 g9 It |

The immaculate canopy waves over Him, and He sits on the throne in the Guru's shop.

59t fi g9 goHfenT i Ag widet g |l

He does as the Guru commands; He tasted the tasteless stone of Yoga.

%19 98 99 Agfe Ifg 3fe & wet udhat |

The Langar - the Kitchen of the Guru's Shabad has been opened, and its supplies never run short.

Yoo fefs urH & ny yoet Bfs adt |

Whatever His Master gave, He spent; He distributed it all to be eaten.

< firef3 AW &t g wiIAg goAg M I

The Praises of the Master were sung, and the Divine Light descended from the heavens to the earth.

37 f83 A9 UTf3A™ HE AoH AaH o g i

Gazing upon You, O True King, the filth of countless past lives is washed away.

Ay A gfs ganren fa€ 2 awg ot I

The Guru gave the True Command; why should we hesitate to proclaim this?

y3t a8% & ufsk afg Ulag g Hach i

His sons did not obey His Word; they turned their backs on Him as Guru.

fefs ue it feaf dfs 379 Gurfefs =it |

These evil-hearted ones became rebellious; they carry loads of sin on their backs.

frfs nmdt Aet a9 firfs dist f38 et i

Whatever the Guru said, Lehna did, and so he was installed on the throne.

a8z a9 fafs 8=t 11211

Who has lost, and who has won? ||2]]
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Communication Centre . Premium Event Centre

Formal Restaurants Millennium Centre
Exhibition Rooms Deliberations
Accommodation

Abhinandan
Informal Eating

Exporama
Tours & Travels THE AROMA Mind Set
Conferencing Art Craft
Floral Shop
Sector: 22 - C, Chandigarh,
Ph.: 2700045-48 Fax : 0172-2700051

E-mail : hotelaroma@glide.net.in

Website : www.hotelaroma.com
Now you can read Amrit Kirtan Send this information

& Download Kirtan of Dr. Jagir Singh from

to your friends
www.amritkirtan.com
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SEWAKS' Charitable Trust (Regd.)

Regd. Office : SCO 1104 - 05, First Floor, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh-160 022

Tele : 93161-36238, 98786-36268, 98141-01806
E-mail : sewaks@sewaks-helpneedy.com, website : www.sewaks-helpneedy.com
B.O.: 2477, 15TH LANE, DASMESH NAGAR, GILL ROAD, LUDHIANA PH.: 2490820, MOB.: 98156-18154
TRUST CENTRE HARYANA : Sewaks’ Sewa Centre, Lal Kothi, Village Behlon, Morni Hills, Panchkula

TRUST CENTRE PUNJAB : Medical Sewa Centre, Village Jhanjeri, P.O. Landran, Tehsil Kharar, Distt. S.A.S Nagar
ASSOCIATES : GurmatParsar Medical Sewa Centre, Mundi Kharar, Distt. S.A.S. Nagar (Punjab)
ASSIST-HELP : Like minded Charitable Institutes having similar Aims & Objects

IN THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY. SINCE 1994
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PROFILES & SEALS FOR : Automobile & Building Industry, Shipping Containers, Railways, Bus Body Airconditioning Etc.
PRODUCTS : PVC & Sponge Sticking Main Seals, Dense Profiles for different applications, Door & Body Mounied Main Seals &

Sub Seals, Flocked Glass Run Channels, Electric Panel Seals, Sponge Seals & Profiles, Wind Shield Rubbers, Shipping Container
Seals, Pvc Trims, Hood Seals, Trunk Seals ek, Mirile Rubber Insulation (Hot & Cold) Tubes & Sheets for all Airconditicing Purpose
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SHE DA E 2N rar @) =

19, Udyog Vihar, Ph-l, Gurgaon, Haryana. Tel : 93-124-400789

www.anbros.com
C-10, SECTOR -1, NOIDA-201301. Tel - D12D-4262886 /




	1: Title
	2: title first page inside
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28

